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VABEATIVE. 



The odvantage of laying before the Trader, in 
the vrnda of the acton (hansetresi the adven* 
tures which we miut otherwiae have oarnited 
in our own, has ^ren great popularity to the 
publicatioaof e^tolary correspondence, as prac- 
tised by various great authors, and by oursdves 
in the preceding volume. Nevertheless, a ge- 
niune correspondence of this kind, (and Heaven 
forbid it should be in any respect sophisticated 
by interpolatitms of our own!) can seldom be 
ibund to coutun all in whidi it is necessary to in- 
struct the reader for his full comprehension of 
the story. Also it must often happen that various 
prolixities and redundancies occur m the course 
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ot an iotercbange of li^T% whi^h vould only 
hang u a dead weiglit M tlw profrefs of the nar- 
rative. To avoid Uiia dilemma, soms biographen 
have used the lettenof thepersonagefrooDcemed, 
or liberal extracts from them, to desciibe parti- 
cular inddents, or express the sentiments which 
they entertained ; while they connect them occa- 
oonally with such portions of narrative, as may 
serve to carry on the thread of the story. 

It is thus that the adventurous travellers who 
^dwe die summit of Mont Blanc, now move on 
lo tkivlj through the crumUiag snow-dtift, that 
tfior prngitesB is almost impercepuble, and anm 
abridge tfaor journey by springing over the m- 
terveningdasma which cross their path, with the 
amstaoce of their julgrim-staves. Or, to make a 
briefer simile, the course of story-telling which 
we have for the preseot adopted, resembles the 
original diidpUne of the dragoons, who were 
trained to serve on foot or horseback, as the emer- 
genines of the service required. With this expLa- 
QiUon, we ^all proceed to explain some circum- 
stance! whidi Alaa Faitford did not, and could 
not, write to bu ctHreiqiondent. 
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' Our'niidciv -9600,^ hM fixrmed Bom^irhst 
q)piDu:1nng t^ a ^tl4i idea of this juindpal 
characters Vbo have apfieared before bim du- 
ring ihtr laat v(dumc';<bat'ia ease oar good ofMU 
nimi a( bifl sagacity has been exaggerated, and in 
order to satisfy such as are addicted to the lau- 
dable practice of skipping, (with wbotn we have 
at times a strong fellow feeling,) the following 
particulars may not be superfluouB. 

Mr Saunders Faidord, as be was usually e^ 
«d, was a man of bunness of the old sdiool, mo- 
derate in bb charges, economical and- even doae 
in fais expenditure, strictly honest in ccndncting 
liis own Affairs, and those of his i^nts; but 
taught by long experience to be wary and soft- 
piciousinobserving themotionaofodierB. Pane- 
tual as the clock of Saint Giles tolled nine, the 
neat dapper form of the little hale old gentleman 
was seen at the threshtrid of the Court hall, or at 
farthest, at the bead of the Back Stairs, neatiy 
dressed in a complete suit of snuff-coloured Imqwo, 
with stockings of rilk or woollen, as suited the 
weather ; a bob-wig, and a small cocked hat : 
shoes blacked as Warren would have blacked 
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them; rilrer ihoeJiucUes, aad a gold stock- 
buckle. A nos^ay in Bmnmer, «nd a <png of 
hollj in winter, completed hia well-known dreu 
and Bj^)eanuioe. His mamen corresponded with 
his attire, for they were ■cmpulouiily dnX, and 
not a little formal. He was an elder of the kirk, 
and, ai course, zealous for King Geor^ and go- 
▼nnment even lo slaying, as he had shewed by 
taking up arms in their cause. But then, as he 
bad clirats and connections of faunness among 
Anuliea of o|qiodte political tenets, he was par. 
ticularly cautious to use all the conventiooal 
T^rases which the dnlity of the time had devised, 
as an admisnble mode of language betwixt the 
two parties. Thus he spoke sometimes of the 
CbeTalia>, but nevo- ather of the Prince, which 
would have been sacrificing his own principles, or 
of the IVetender, which would have been offen- 
sive to those of others. Agwn, he usually de»g- 
nated the Rebellion as the (^mr of 1745, and 
spoke of any one engaged in it as a person who 
bad been out at a certain period. So that, on 
the whole, Mr Fairford was a man much liked 
and re)>pec1ed on all sides, though his friends 
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would not have been Borry if he had given a din. 
ner more frequently, as his little cellar contained 
Bome chcdce old wine, of which, on such rare occn- 
Bions, he was no niggard. 

The whole pleasure (^ this good old-futhioned 
man of method, besides that which he really felt 
in the discharge of his daily business, was the 
hope to see his eon Alan, the only fruit of an 
union which death early dissolved, attain what in 
the father's eyes was the proudest of all distinc- 
tions — the rank and fame of a we11-«mployed 
lawyer. 

Every profession has its peculiar lienonrs, 
and Mr Fairford's mind was constructed upon sn 
limited and exclunve a plan, that he valued no- 
thing, save the tweets of amtdtton which bis own 
presented. He would have shuddered at Alan's 
' acquiring the renown ofa hero, and langhed with 
scorn at the equally barren laurels of literature ; 
it was by the path of the law alone that he was 
desirous to see him rise to eminence, and the pro< 
babilities of success or disappointment were the 
thoughts of his father by day, and his dream by 
night. 
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The d'upondoa of Alan Fairford, u ir^ll m 
his talents, was such as to encourage his fa^ 
tber's expectations. He had acuteness of in* 
tellect, joined to habits of long and patient stud j, 
inpioTed no doubt by the discipline of his fa. 
therms house ; to which, gencndly speaking, be 
confMmed with the utmost docility, expressing 
no wish for greater or more frequent relaxation 
tfa«i oonsisted with his father's anxious and to- 
vera restrictions. Wbra he did indulge in any 
juvenile froltes, his father had the candour to lay 
the whole blame upon bis more mercurial coap^ 
nipn, Darae Latimer. 

This youth, as the reader must be aware, had 
been received as an inmate into the family of Mr 
Fairford, asaiat, at a time wb«a some of the de- 
licacy of ocvBtitution which had abndgcd the life 
of bia consort, began to shew itaelf in the aoa, and 
when the father was, of course^ pecuUarly die- 
posed to indulge his slightest wish. That the 
young Knglisbman was able to pay a conrider- 
able board, was a mattn of no importance to 
Mr Fairfctfd ; it was enough that his presence 
seemed to make his son cheerful and hi^ipy. 
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He was compelled to aUow that " Dusie was a 

fine lad, though unsettled," and vould have had 
some difficulty in getting rid of him, and the ap- 
{vehensbos which his levities excited, had it not 
been for the Toluntary excunion which gave rite 
to the prece^ng correspoodeuce, and in which 
Mr f!aiHbrd Eccretly rejoiced, as affording the 
means of separating Alan ii-om his gay compK- 
niofi, at least until lie should have assumed, and 
become aoeustomed to, the duties of his dry and 
laborious profesnon. 

But the absence of Borsie was iar from promo- 
ting the end which the elder Mr Fairford had 
expected and desired. The young men were 
united by the closest bonds of intimacy ; and the 
more so, that neither of them sought or denred 
to admit any others into their society. Alan 
Fairford was averse to general company, from a 
dlspoution naturally reserved, and Sorsie Lati- 
mer from a piunful sense of his own unknown 
origiDf peculiarly affiioting in a country where 
high aad low are professed genealo^ta. The 
youug men were all in all to each other ; it is no 



i; Google 



NAItllATIVE. CHAP. I. 



wonder, therefore, that tbeir Beparatirai was paiii' 
ful, and that its effects upon Alan Fairford, 
joined to the anxiety occauoned by the tenor of 
his friend's letters, greatly exceeded what Mr 
Saunders had anticipated. The young man 
went through his usual duUes, his studies, and 
the examinations to which he was subjected, 
but with nothing like the zeal and assid uity whidi 
he had formerly displayed ; and his anxious and 
observaot father saw but too plainly that his heart 
was with his absent comrade. 

A philosopher would have given way to this 
tide of feeling, in hopes to have diminished its 
excess, and permitted the youths to have been 
some time together, that thdr intimacy might 
have been broken off by degrees ; but Mr Fair- 
ford only saw the more direct mode of continued 
rcstrunt, which, however, he was derirous of 
veiling under some plausible pretext In the 
anxiety which he felt on this occasion, he had 
held communication with an old acquaintance, 
Peter Drodgrit, with whom the reader is partly 
acquainted. " Alan," he s^d, " was ance wud, 
and ay waur ; and lie was expwting every mo- 
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nent vhen he vould rtart off in a wlld-gooK 
chase after the eallant Latimer ; Will Sampson, 
the horse^hirer in Candlemaker-Bow, had given 
him a hint that Alan had been looking foragood 
hatk, to go to the country for a few days. And 
Ihea to oppose him downright^he could not but 
think on the-way his poor mother was removed 
— ^Would to Heaven he was yoked to some t^t 
piece of bunness, no matter whether well or ill 
juad, but some job that would hamshackle him 
at least until the Courts rose, if it were but tor 
decency's sake.^ 

Peter Drudgeit sympathized, for Peter had a 
son, who, reason or none, would needs excha]^ 
the cut and inky fustian sleeves for the blue 
jacket and white lapelle ; and he suggested, as 
the reader knows, the engaging our friend Alan 
in the matter of Poor Peter Peebles, j ust opened 
by the desertion of young Dumtoustie, whone de- 
fection would be at the same time concealec] ; 
and this, Drudgeit said, ** would be felling two 
dogs wth one stont" 

With these explanations, the reader will bold a 
man of the elder Fairford's flense and experience 
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free from the hazardous and impadent curknty 
with wfakh boys £ing a puppy into a de^p pond) 
merely to gee if the creature can ewim. Hoifcver 
confident in his Bon> talents, which were reallj 
couBiderable, he would hare been Tetj sorry to 
have involved him in the duty of pleading a ooou 
plicated and difficult case, upon his very first api- 
pearance at the bar, had he not resorted to it as 
an ^ectual way to prevent the young man from 
taking a step, which his hatnls of thinking reptCF- 
sented as a most fatal one at bis Outs^ in life. 

Betwixt two evils, Mr Fairford chose that 
which was in his ownapprehendbn the least ; and, 
like a breve officer sending forth hii son to battle, 
rather chose he should die upon the breach, thai 
desert the conflict with dishonour. Neither cUd 
he leave him alone to bb own unassisted energ^s. 
Like AlpJieus preceding Hercules, he himself en- 
countered the Augean mass of Peter Peebtes^s law^ 
matters. It was to the old man a labour of love 
to place in a clear and undistorted view the real 
merits of this case, which the carelessness and 
blunders of Peter's former solicitors had convert- 
ed intoahugechaotic moss of unintelligible tech- 
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lucali^; and such was Us dcill «D<1 iDdustry^ 
that he was able, after the severe KhI of two or 
three days, to present to the ctmmderatioD of the 
young ODunsel the principal facta of the case, in a 
li^t equally simj^e and comprehensible. With 
the asnstance of a tolu^tor lo affectioiiate and in- 
defatigable, Alan Foirford woa enaUed, idien 
the day of trial arrived, to walk toward* the 
Court, attended by kis anxious yet encouraging 
parent, with some degree of con6dence that he 
would lose no reputation upon this arduous oc- 
casion. 

They were met at the door of the Court by 
Poor Peter Feeldes in his usual plenitude of wig 
and celsitude of hat. He seized on the young 
pleader like a lion on his prey. " How is a^ wi' 
you, Mr Alan— how is a'' yi¥ you, man P— The 
awfu^ day is come at last — a day that will be 
Img minded in this house. Poor Peter Peebles 
against Phunstainfr— conjoined processes — Hear- 
ing in presence— stands for the Short BoU for this 
day— I have not been Me to sleep for a week for 
thinking of it, aitd, I date to say, neither has 
the Lord Preudent bimsell^for such a cause!! 
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But your fotheF garM me tak a wev dnip ower 
mickle- of his |nut bottle the other night ; it's no 
right to mix brandy wi* buaineu, Mr Fairford. 
I would have been the waur o* liquor if I would 
have druok as mickle as you twa would have Ukf 
me. But there's a time for a* thiogs, and if ye 
wiU dine with me after the case is heard, or 
whilk is the same, or maybe better, rB gasg my 
ways hame wi' you, and I wimut object to a 
cheerfu' g^oss, within the bounds of moderatioot" 
Old Fuirford shrugged his shoulders and hiu*- 
lied past the client, saw his son wrapt in the 
sable bombazijie, which, in his eyeS) was more 
venerable than an ardibishop's lawn^ and could 
not help fondly patUng bis shoulder, and whiik 
pering to him to take courage, and shew he was 
worthy to wear it The party entered the Outer 
HaU of the Court, (once the place of meeting of 
the ancient ScotUsh Parliament,) and which cor- 
responds to the use of Westminster Hall In Eng- 
land, serving as a Testibuie to the Inner House, 
as it is teemed, and a place of dominion to cer- 
tain sedentary personages called Lords Ordw 
nary. 

B 
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The earlier part of the eaorning was spent by 
oldi^urford m reiterating his iustructionB to Alan, 
and in rumung from one penoD to imotber, from 
whom he thought be could still glean some gnuns 
of i^ormation, either ooacerning the point at is. 
sue, or collateral cases. Meantime, Poor Peter 
Peebles, whose shallow brain was altogether un- 
able to bear the import^uice of the moment , kept as 
clotie to his young counsel as shadow to sub- 
staitce, affecled now to speak loud, now to whis- 
per in his eai, now to deck his j^iast^ counte- 
nance with wreathed sUules, now to cloud it with 
a shade of deep and aol^nn importance, and anon 
to contort it with the sneer of scorn and derisien. 
These moods of the client*s mind were accom- 
panied with ungular " mockings and mow. 
ings," fantastic gestures, which the man of rags 
and Utigation deemed apprt^ate to his dlauges 
of countenance. Now he brandished his arm 
oJroft, now thrust his fist struct out, as if U> 
knock his opponent down. Now he laid his 
open . palm on his bosom, and now flinging i£ 
abroad, he gallantly snapped hw fingers ia the- 
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Th«8e demonstniticHis, and the obTioug shime 
and embarrasament of Alan Fairford, did not 
eac^K the observation of the juv^itie idletfe in 
the hall. They did not, indeed, approach Peter 
with their usual familiarity, from aome feelA of 
deferenoe towards Fairford, though many accu- 
sed him of coQoett in preautniog to undertake so 
mrly a case of considerable difficulty. But Alan, 
notwitt»tanding this forbearance, was not the less 
s^isible that he and his companion were the ■uE>- 
jects of many a pasdng jeet, and many a sbout 
of Uught^, with which that region at all times 
abounds. 

At length the joung counsd^s paUeDoe gave 
way, and aa it threatened to carry his presence 
of enind and recollection along with it, Alan frank- 
ly laid his father, that unless he was reliered from 
the infliction of his clients personal presence and 
inslnictionE, he must necessanly throw up his 
brief, and decline pleading the case 

" Hush, hush, my dear Aton," said the old 
gentleman, almost at his own wits end upon hear- 
ing this dilemma ; " dinna mind the silly neVr- 
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do-weel ; we cannot keep the man from hearing 
his own catise though he be not quite right \a 
the head." 

" On my Efe> ur," answered Alan, " I shaQ 
ible to go on — ^he drives everjrthing out of 

'remembrance; and if I attempt to speak 
seriously of the injuries he has sustiuned, and 
tiie conditi<m he is reduced to, bow can I expect 
but that the very appearance of such an absurd 
BCttrecrow will tdm it all into ridicule P" 

" There is something in that,'" sud Saunders 
Fiurford, glanring a look at Poor Peter, and 
then cautiously inserUng his fore-finger under 
his bob-wig, in order to mb his temple and aid 
his invention ; " he is no figure for the fore-bar 
to see without laughing ; but how to get rid of 
lum ? To speak sense, or anything tike it, is the 
last thing he will listen to. — Stay, ay— Alan, my 
darling, hae patience ; I'll get him off on the in- 
stant like a gowff ba'." 

So saying, he hastened to his ally, Peter 
Drudgrit, who, on seeing him with marks of haste 
in his gait, and care upon his countenance, cUp- 
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ped hia pen bebiad bis ear, with " WhatV tbe stir 
Dow^ Mr Saunders p— Is there aught wrang P" 

" Here^s a dollar, man," sud Mr Saunders ; 
** now or never, Petei, do me a good turn. Yon- 
der^a your namesake, Peter Peebles, frill drive 
die swine through our bonny hanks of yam ; get 
him tn&e to John's coffee-house, man— gie him 
his meridian — keep him there, drunk or sober, 
till the bearing is ower." 

** Eneugh said,'' quoth Peter Drudg^t, no 
way displeased with his own share in tbe aerrice 
required,'—" We'se do your bidding." 

Accordingly, the scribe was presently seen 
whispering in tbe ear of Peter Peebles, whose 
responses came forth in the following broken 
form:^ 

.'* Leave tbe Court for ae minute on this great 
day of judgment ? — not I, by the Beg— —Eh ( 
what ? Brandy, did ye say — French brandy P^ 
couldna ye fetch a stoup under your coat, man F 
— IropostibleP Na,if it'sdean imposrible,andif 
we have aa hour good till they get through the 
nngle bills and the aammar-roU, I carena if 1 
cross the close wi' you ; I am sure X need some- 
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thing to keep my heart up this day ; but Fll no 
stay above an instant— not above a minute of 
time— nor drink aboon a ^ngle giU." 

In a few minutes aAerwards, the two Peters 
wese seen moving through the ParUament Close, 
(which new-fangled affectaUon has termed a 
Bquare,)thetnumphantDrudg^t leading captiye 
the passive Peebles, whose le^g conducted him 
towards the dram-shop, while his reverted eyes 
were Sxed upon the Court They dived into 
the Cimmerian abysses of John's Coffee-faoufie^ 
fonnerly the favourite rendezvous of the cUsa- 
cal and genial Dr Fitcium, and were for the pre- 
sent se^i no more; 

B«Ueved from his tormentor, Alan Fairford 
had time to rally bis recoUectioos, which in the 
irritatJoD of his B[Hrits had nearly escaped him, 
and to prepare himself for a task, the successful 
discharge or failure in which must, he was aware, 
have the deepest interest upon his fortunes. He 
had pride, was not without a consinousness of 
talent, and the sense of his father's feelings upon 
the sul^ect impelled him to the utmost exertion. 
Above all, be had that s<»tof self-command which 
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is estendal to success in every arduous under- 
taking, and he was constitutionally free from 
that feveridi initalnlity, by which those whose 
OTer>«ctive imaginations exa^entte difficulties, 
render themselves incapable of encountering sach 
when they arrive. 

Having collected all the scattered and broken 
associations which were necesaary, Alan's thoughts 
reverted to Dumfries-shire, and the precaiious Ei> 
tuation in which he feared his beloved friend had 
placed himself; and once and agiun be consulted 
his watch, eager to have his present task comm^i- 
ced and ended, that he might hasten toDarue's as> 
fiistsnce. Thebourandmomentatlengtharnved. 
The Macer shouted, with all his brazen strength 
of lungs, " Poor Peter Peebles v. Fliunstane8,^er 
Dumtoustie et Tough : — Maister Da-a-niel Dum- 
toustie r But Dumtoustie answered not the sum. 
mons, which, deep and swelling as it was, could 
not reach across the Queensferry ; but our Mais* 
ter Alan Fa'irford appeared in his place. 

The Court was very much crowded ; for much 
amusement bad been rec^ved on formw occa- 
uons when Peter had volunteered his own ora- 
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tory, and had been completely succesBful in 
routing the gravity of the whole procedure, and 
putting to faience, not indeed the counsel of the 
opposite party, hut his own. 

Both Bench and audience seemed considerably 
surprised at the juvenile appearance of the young 
man who appeared in the room of Dumtousde, 
for the purpose of opemng this complicated and 
long depending process, and the common herd 
were disappointed at the absence of Peter the 
client, theFunchinelloof the expected entertain- 
ment. The Judges looked with a very favourable 
countenance on our friend Alan, most of them 
beingacquainted, more or less, with so old a prac- 
titioner as his father, and all, or almost all, af- 
fording, from civility, the same fair play to the 
£rBt pleading of a counsel, which the House of 
Commons yields to the mfuden speech of one of 
its members. 

Lord Bladderscate was an exception to this ge- 
neralexpressionofbenevolence. Hescowledupon 
Alan from beneath his large, shaggy, grey eye- 
brows, just as if the young lawyer had been 
usurping his nephew''s honours, instead of cover> 
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ing bia disgrace ; and, from fedings which did his 
lordablp little honour, he privately hoped the 
young man would not succeed in the cause 
which hia kinimui had abandoned. 

'EveB-Lord Bladderscate, however, was, in 
sfute of bimseir, pleased with the judidous and 
modest tone in which Alan b^an his address 
to the Court, apolo^zing for his own presum^^ 
tion, and excusing it by the sudden iUness of his 
learned Inotber, for whom the labour of opening 
a cause of some difficulty and - importance had 
been much more worthily designed. He spoke 
of himself as he really was, and of young DuDs- 
toustie as what he ought to have been, taking , 
care not to dwell on either tt^ic a moment longer 
than was necessary. The old Judge^s lodu be- 
came benign ; his family pride was propiUated, 
and, pleased equally with the moderty and dvi- 
lity of the young man whom he had thought for- 
ward and officious, be relaxed the scorn of his 
features into an expresriou of profound attention ; 
the highest compliment, and the greatest encou- 
ragement, which a judge can render to the coun- 
sel addresang him. 
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HaviDg succeeded in Kcuriag the favourable 
attention of the Court, the young lawyer, u^ng 
the lights vhich his father's experience and 
knowledge of business had afforded him, proceed- 
ed widi an address and clearness, unexpected 
frota one of bis years, to remove from the case 
itself those complicated formalities with «hi^ 
it had been loaded, as a surgeon strips from a 
wound the dressings which have been hastily 
wrapped round it, in order to proceed to his 
aae secundum artem. Developed of the cum- 
InouB and complicated technicalities of liligaiion, 
wluch the porverae c^tinat^ of the client, the 
iBConud^vte baste, or the ignorance of his agents, 
and the evasions of a subtile adversary had occa- 
noned, the cause of Poor Peter Peebles, standing 
upon its simple merits, was no bad subject for 
the declamation of a young counsel, nor did our 
fiiend Alan fail to avail himself of its strong 
pmnts. 

He exhitnted his client as a nmple-hearted, 
honest, well-meaning man, who, during a co- 
partnerriiip of twelve 3rears, had gradually be- 
come impoverished, while his partner, {his for- 
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mer clerk,) having no funds but his ^ore of the 
■sine business, into which he had been admitted 
without any advance of stock, had become gra- 
dually more and more wealthy. 

" Tb^ association," said Alan, and the little 
flight was received with some applause, " re> 
Hcmbled the ancient story of the fruit which was 
carved with a knife poisoned on one ade of the 
blade only, so thak the individual to whom the 
envenomed portion was served, drew decay and 
death ^m what afibrded savour and sustenance 
to the consumer of the other mcuety." He them 
plunged boldly into the mare magnum of ac- 
compts between the parties; he pursued each 
false statement from the wast&book to the day- 
book, fixnn the day-book to the bill-book, from 
the lull-book to the ledger ; placed the artful in- 
terpoIaUons and inserUonsof the fallacious Plwn- 
stanes in array agwnst each other, and agwnst 
the fact ; and aviuling himself to the utmost of 
his &ther^s previous labours, and his own know- 
ledge of aocompts, in which he had been sedu- 
lously trained, he laid before the Court a clear 
and intelU^blc statement of the affaire of the co- 

D.5,l:sdl., Google 



NAKBATIVE. CHAF. I. 26 

pwtnery, lowing, with pndnon, that a laige 
balance must, at the dissoIuUoD, have been due to 
his client, sufficient to have enabled him to have 
carried on business on his own account, and thus 
to have retained his utuation in society, at an 
independent and industrious tradesman. " But 
instead of this justice being voluntarily render- 
ed by the former clerk to his former master, — 
by the party obliged to his benefactor, — by one 
bpoest, o)v> to another, — bis wretched client had 
been ctHOpelled to follow his quondam clerk, 
his. present debtor, from Court to Court; had, 
found his just clums met with well-iavented. 
but unfounded counter-dainu, had seen his party 
shift his character of pursuer or defender, as of- 
ten as Harlequin effects his traosformations, till, 
in a chase so varied and so long, the imhappy 
litigant had lost 8ub8tance,reputation, and almost 
the use <tf reason itself, and came heture their 
Ixffdships an otject of thoughtless deriaou to the 
unreflecting, of compassion to the better-hearted, 
and of awful meditation to every one, who consi- 
dered thftt, in. s country where excellent laws were 
adniiDieteredbyuprtghtandincorrupttblejudges, 
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a nun m^t pursue on almost indiqHttaUe dnm 
ttoougb all the maEes of litigation ; loee fbrtUDe* 
r^Hitadtu, and reason itself in t^e cfaate, and 
now come bef(»% the Supreme Court of bis ooun- 
tiy in the wretched condition of his unhapp;^ 
client, a victim to protracted justice, uid to that 
hope delayed vhich sickens the heart." 

The force of this appeal to feeling made as 
much impresfflon on the Bench, as had been pr&- 
viously e&cted hy the clearness of Alan''s u^gu- 
ment The absurd form of Peter himself, with 
his tow-mg, was fortunately not present to ex- 
cite any Indkrous emotion, and the pause that 
took place when the young lawy^ had concluded 
his q>eech, was followed by a murmur of appro- 
bation, whiidi the ears of his father drank, n «■ 
the swecteM sounds that had ever entered them. 
Many a hand of gratulation was thrust out to his 
grasp, trembling as it was mtfa annety, and final- 
ly with delight ; his voice faltering, as he re- 
plied, " Ay, ay, I kend Alan was the lad to 
make a spoon or spoil a horn." 

The counsel on the other side aroae^ an old 
ivactitioner, who had noted too cloBety the im- 
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I nuule by AlaQ''B pleading not to fear 
tbe consequences of aa immediate deuntHi. He 
pud the hi^est compliments to faia very jomg 
brother — " the Benjamin, as he would presume 
to call him, of tbe learned Faculty — said the al. 
leged bardskips of Mj Peebles were compen- 
sated, by hiB being placed in a situation wherf; 
the benerolence of their Lordships had assgned 
him gratuitously sudi assistance as he might not 
othermse have obtainedatahighprice-^and allow- 
ed his young brother had put many things in such 
a new point of view, that, although he was quite 
certfun of his ability to refute them, he was ho- 
nestly desirous of having a few hours to arrange 
his answer, in order to he able to follow Mr Fair- 
ford from point to pmnt He bad ftuther to ob- 
aetve, there was one point of tbe case to which 
bis brother, whose attention had been otherwise so 
wonderfi^Uy comprehenave, had not given the 
ctmuderation which he expected ; it was founded 
on the interpretation of certain correspondence 
which bad passed betwixt the parties, soon after 
«, tbe dissolution of the copartnery.* 

The Court having heard Mr Tough, readily 

7 
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alloired him two iays tor preparing himself, 
hinUng, at the same time, that he might find 
his task difficult, and affording the young coun- 
sel, with high encomiums upon the mode in which 
he had acquitted himself, the choice of speaking, 
ather now or at next calling of the cause, upon 
the pcnnt which PlainstaDes''s lawyer had advert- 
ed to. 

Alan modestly, apolo^ed for i^at in fact had 
been an omission very pardonable in so compli- 
cated a case, and professed himself instantly ready 
to go through that correspondence, and prove 
that it was in form and substance exactly appli- 
cable to the view of the case be bad submitted 
to his lordship. He applied to his father, who 
sat behind him, to band him, &om time to time, 
the letters, in the order in which he meant to read 
and comment upon them. 

Old Counsellor Tough had probably formed an 
ingenious enough scheme to blunt the effect of 
the young lawyer's reasoning, by thus obliging 
him to follow up a process of reasoning, clear and 
complete in itself, by a hasty and extemporary 
^pendix. If so, he seemed Ukely to be disap- 
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pointed ; for Alan was well prepared on thia, as 
on other parts of the cause, and recommenced 
his pleading with a degree of animation and spi- 
rit, which added force even to what he had for> 
merly stated, and might perhaps have occasioned 
the old gentleman regretting his having again 
called him up ; when his father, as he handed him 
the letters, put one into his hand which produced 
a singular effect on the pleader. 

At the first glance, he saw that the paper had 
no reference to the affiurs of Peter Peebles ; but 
the tirst glance also shewed him, what, even at 
that time, and in that presence, he coold not help 
reading ; and which, being read, seemed tottUly 
to disconcert his ideas. He stopped short in his 
haranguo— gazed on the paper with a look of sur- 
prise and horror— uttered an exclamadon, and 
flin^Dg down the bri^ which he had in his hand, 
hurried out of court without returning a single 
word of answer to the various questions, " What 
was the matter ?" — " Was he taken unwell ?" — 
" Should not a chair be called ?" &c &e. 8ic. 
The elder Mr Fairford, who remiuned seated, 
'and looking as Beoseless as if he had been made 
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of itone, was st length recalled to himself by 
the anxious inquirieB of the judges and the coun- 
siel after hit son's health. He then rose with 
an ur, in whicJi was mingled the deep habitual 
rererence in which he held the Court, with 
some internal cause of agitation, and with diffi- 
culty mentioned something of a mistikke— a piece 
of bad news — Alan, he hoped, would be well 
enough to-morrow. But unable to proceed far- 
ther, he clasped his hands together, excluming, 
" My son ! iny son !" and left the court hastily, 
as if in pursuit of htm. 

" What's the matter with the auld bitch 
nextP^ said an acute metaphysical judge,aude to 
his brethren. " This is a daft cause, Bladder- 
scate — first, it drires the poor man mad that ought 
it — then your nevoy goes daft with fright — then 
this smart young hopefii] is aff the hooks with too 
hard btudy, I fancy — and now auld Saunders 
Fairford is as lunatic as the beat of them. What 
say ye till't, ye bitch ?" 

" Nothing, my lord," answered Bladderscate, 
much too formal to admire the levities in which 
his [rfulosophtcfd brother sometimes indulged — 
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« I Bay nothing, but pray to Heaven to keep our 

own wits." 

'* Amen, ameQ," answered hig learned brother ; 
" for some of us have but few to spare.'' 

The Court then arose, and the audience de< 
parted, greatly voniferiAg at the talent display- 
ed by Alan Fairford at fais first tqipearance in a 
eaee so difficult and so compUcatedj and assign- 
ing an hundred conjectural causes, each different 
froai the others, ft» the singular interrup^n 
which had clouded his day of success. The worst 
of the whole was, that six agents, who had each 
eoine to the separate resolution of thrusting a re- 
tuning fee into Alan's hand aS he left the court} 
shook their heads as they returtaed the money 
into their leathern pouches, and said, " that the 
lad was clever, but they would like to see mcve 
of him bbfot'e they engaged him in the way of 
bumneSB— they did not like his lowping away 
like a flea in a blanket." 
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CHAPTER II. 

Had our fneoA Alexander Furford known 
the confiequences of bia son's abrupt retreat from 
the Court, vhich are meationed in the end of the 
last chapter, it might have accomplished the yre- 
diction of the lively old judge, and driven him 
utterly distracted. As it was, he was miserable 
enough. His son had risen ten degrees higher in 
his estimation than ever, by his display of juridi- 
cal talents, which seemed to assure him that the 
ai^lause of the j udges and professors of the law, 
wbicb, in his estimation, was worth that of all 
mankmd besides, authorized to the fullest extent 
the advantageous estimate which evea his pa- 
rental partiality had been induced to form of 
Alao^s poners. On the other hand, be felt that 
he was himself a Uttle humbled from a disguise 
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vhich he had practised towards this sod of bis 
hopes and wishes. 

The truth was, that on the morning of this 
eventful day, Mr Alexander Fairford had recei- 
ved from his correspondent and friend. Provost 
Crosbie of Dumfries, a letter of the following te. 



** DEAtt Sib, 
" YocR respected favour of 85th ultimo, per 
favour of Mr Darsie Latimer, reached me in safe- 
ty, and I shewed to the young gentleman such 
attentions as he was pleased to accept of. The 
object of my present writing is twofold. First, 
the coundl are of opinion that you should now 
be^n to stir in- the tbirlage cause ; and they 
think they will be able, from evidence naviter 
repertiim, to enable you to amend your conde- 
scendence upon the use and wont of the burgh, 
touching the grana wwecta et iSata. So you 
will please consider yourself as authorized to 
speak to Mr Pest, and lay before him the papers 
which you will receive by the coach. The coun- 
ral think that a fee of two guineas may be suffi- 

TOL. II. c 
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(dent m this occanon, aa Mr Feat had three for 

drawing the otiginal condescendence. 

" I take the opportunitjr crif adding, that there 
haa been a great riot among the Solway fisher- 
men, who have destroyed, in a masterful man- 
ner, the Btake>aets set up near the mouth of this 
river; and have besides attacked the house of 
Quaker Geddcs, one of the principal partners of 
the Tide-net Fishing Company, and dixie a great 
deal of damage. Am sorry to add, young Mr 
I^atimer was in the fray, and haa not since been 
heard of. Murder is spoke of, but that may be a 
word of course. As the young gentleman has be- 
haved rather oddly while in these parts, as in de- 
dining to dine with me more than once, and going 
about the country with strolling fiddlers and such- 
like, I rather hope that bis pres^it absence is only 
occasioned by a frolic ; but as his servant baslieen 
making inquiries at me respecting his master, I 
thought it best to acquaint you in course of post. 
I have only to add, that our Sheriff has taken a 
precognition, and committed one or two of the 
rioters. If I can be useful in this matter, either 
t^ adverdsing Cor Mr Latimer as nusnng, pub> 
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lishing a reward, or othenrise, I will obey your 
respected instructiona, being your most obedient 
to ciHainaiid, 

WiLLIAU C&OBBIE." 

When Mr Fmrford received, this letter, and 
had read it to an end, his lirst idea was to cotn- 
municate it to his son, that an express might be 
ijiBtatitly dispatched, or a King's messenger sent 
with proper auUiority to search after his late 
guest. 

The habits of the fishers were rude, as he well 
knew, though not absolutely saogmnaty or fen^ 
dous ; and there bad been Instances of their trans- 
porting persons who had interfered in th^ smug- 
gling trade to the Isle of Man, and elsewhere, and 
keeping them under restr^nt for many weeks. 
On this account, Mr Fairford was naturally led 
to feet anxiety concerning the fiite of his late 
inmate ; and, at a less interesting moment; would 
certainly have set out himself, or licensed his son 
to go in pursuit of his friend. 

But the case of Poor Peter Peebles i 
Plainstanes was> he taw, adjourned, perhaps « 
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die, ^ould this document reach the hands of His 
son. The mutual and enthusiasdcal auction be- 
twixt the young men was well known to him ; and 
he concluded, that if ibe precarious state of Lati- 
mer were made known to Alan Foitford, it would 
render him not onl; unwilling, but totally unfit, 
to dischai^ the duty of the day, to which the old 
gentlemen attached such ideas of importance. 

On mature reflection, therefore, he resolved, 
though not without some feelings of compunc- 
tion, to delay communicating to his son the dis- 
agreeable intelligence which he had received, un- 
til the bunnesa of the day should be ended. The 
delay, he persuaded himself, could be of little 
consequence to Darae Latimer, whose folly, he 
dared to say, had led him into some scrape which 
would meet an appropriate punishment, in some 
acfudental restraint, which would be thus pro- 
longed for only a few hours longer. Besides, he 
would have time to speak to the Sheriff of tiie . 
county— perhaps to the King''8 Advocate~-and 
set about the matter in a regular manner. 

The scheme, as we have seen, was partially 
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successful, and was only ultimately defeated, as he 
confesaed to himself with shame, by his own very 
unbusiness-like mistake of shuffling the ViorogffB 
letter, in the huny and anxie^ of the morning 
among some papers belonging to Peter Feebles^s 
affairs, and then handing it to his son, vithout 
(^>serving the blunder. He used to protest, even 
till the day of his death, that he never had been 
guilty of such an inaccuracy as giving a. paper 
out of his band without looking at the dockets 
ting, except on that unhappy occauon, when, of 
all others, he had such particular occancn to re- 
gret his negligence. 

IMsturbed by these reflectims, the old geiUle- 
man had, for the first time in hit life, aome dis- 
inclination, arisii^ from shame and vexation, to 
face his own son ; so that to protract for a little the 
meeting, which he feared would be a painful one, 
he west to wait upcm the Sherifi-depute, who be 
found bad set off for Dumfnes, in great haste, 
to supetintend in perscm the inveatigndon whii^ 
hadbeensetonfootbyhisSubstitute. Thisgen- 
tleman's clerk could say little on the subject of 



:sdi.,Google 



38 KAHHATIVE. CBAP. II. 

the riot, exoeptbg that it had been eerioiis, mudi 
damage done to property, and some personal vio- 
lence o£feted to iadividuals ; but, at far aa he had 
yet heard, no lives lost on the. spot. 

Mr Fairf<»d was compelled to return home 
with this intelligence ; uid on inquiriog at James 
WilkinBoQ where his son was, remved for an- 
swer, that " Maiflter Alan was in bis own room* 
and very busy," 

" We must have our explanation oyer," and 
Saunders Fairford to htmself. " Better a finger 
off, as aye wafting ;" and gcnng to the door of 
his son's ^wrtment, he knocked at first gently — 
then more loudly — but reo^ved no answer. 
Somewhat alarmed at this ulence, he opened the 
door of the apartment — it was empty— clothes 
lay nuxed in con&ision with the law-books and 
papers, as if the inmate had been engaged in 
hastily packing for a journey. As Mr Fair- 
ford looked around in alarm, bis eye was arrest' 
ed by a sealed letter lying upon his son's writing, 
table, and addressed to bimself. It cootuned 
the following words : — 
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'* My Dbabest Fatusk, 
" You will Dot, I trust, be surptiaed, nor per- 
haps Teiy much displeased, to leam that I am 
now on mj way to Dumfrie8-«bire, to leam, by 
my own personal mveBtigation, the present state 
of my dear inend, and afford him such rdief as 
may be in my power, and which, I trust, will be 
el&ctual. I do not presume to reflect upon you, 
dearest sir, for concealing firom me information 
of so much consequence to my peace of mind and 
happiness; but I hope your having done so 
will be, if not an excuse, at least some mitigation 
of my present oflence, in taking a step of conse- 
quence without consulting your pleasure ; and, 
I must further own, under circumstances which 
perhaps might lead to your disapprobation of my 
purpose. I can only say, in. further apology, 
that if anything unhi4>py, which Heaven forbid ! 
shall have occurred to the person who, next to 
yourself, is dearest to roe in this world, I shall 
have on my heart, as a subject of eternal regret, 
that, being in a certain degree warned of his 
danger, and furnished with the means of obvi- 
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ating it, I did not inatantlj haitai to his as- 
Hstance, bat prcftned grvii^ mj atteotioa to 
die baaaem of this unlucky mMniog. No new 
of penooal distinctioii, nothing, indeed, shoit cf 
your earnest and often exprened iriAes, could 
have detained me in town till this day ; and ha- 
ving made this aaoifice to filial Ant<fy I tnut 
you will hddmeezeuBed, if I now obey the calls 
of fnendship and humanity. Do not be in the 
least anzioos on my account; I shall know, I 
truE^ bow to conduct myself with doe caution in 
any emei^ence wluc^ may occur, otherwise my 
legal studies for so many years have been to little 
purpose. I am fiilly provided with mmey, and 
also with anns, in case of need ; but you may 
rely on my prudence in avoiding all occasionBf/ 
unng the latter, diort of the last necesaty. God 
Almtgb^ bless you, my dearest father I and 
grant that you may forgive the first, and, I trust, 
the last act approaching towards disobedience, 
of which X atha have now, or shall hereafter 
have, to accuse myself. I r«main, till death, 
your dutiftil and affectionate son, 

" Alam FAiafoB>. 
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" P. S. — I will wiite with the utmost reguk- 
ritj, acquuDtJDg you with my motioDS, aud r». 
({uestiDg your advice. I trust my stay will be 
very abort, and I think it possible that I ahall 
bring back Darae altmg with me." 

The paper dropped from the old man's hand 
when he was thus assured of the misfortune which 
he apprehended. His&st idea was to get a post 
chaise and pursue the furtive ; but he recollect- 
ed> that) upon the very rare occauons when Alan 
had shewn himself indodle to ihepatria poteataa, 
his natural ease and gentleness of disposition 
seemed hardened into obstinacy, aad that now, 
entitled, as arrived at the years of majority, and 
a member of the learned Faculty, to direct his 
own motions, there was great doubt whether, in 
the event of his overtoldng bis son, be might be 
able to prevail on him to return back. In such 
a risk of failure, be thought it wiser to deedst 
from his purpose, especially as evea his success 
in such a pursuit would give a ridiculous edat to 
the wivAe afftur, which could not be otherwise 
thiQ prgudicial to his son^s liong character. 
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Bitter, however, were Saunders Fairford's re- 
flections, as agua ^ncking ap the fatal Bcrdl, he 
threw himself into his son's leathern easy-chur, 
and bestowed upcm it a di^ointed commentary. 
*< Bring back Darsie ? little doubt of that — the 
bad shilling is sure enough to come back ag»n. 
I wish Darsie no worEe ill than that he -wen car- 
ried where the ully fool, Alan, should never see 
Irim again. It was an ill hour that he darkened 
my doors in, for, ever ranee that, Alau has ^ven 
up his aia old-^sbioned mother-wit, fc« the 
toother's cappenunted maggots and nonsense. — 
Pittvided with money ? you must have more than 
I know of, iben, my friend, for I trow I kept 
jrou pretty short tar your own good^— Can he 
have gotten more fees? or, does he think five 
guineas has nether banning nor end P— Arms ! 
What would he do with arms, or what would 
any man ^o with them, that is not a regular soU 
dier under government, or else a thief-taker? I 
have had enough of arms, I trow, although I 
carried them for King George and goTemment. 
But this is a worse strut than Falkirk-field 
yet. — God guide us, we are poor inconsistent 
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creatures 1 To think the lad should have made so 
able aa appearance, and then bolted ofp this gate, 
after a gltukit De'er>do-weel, Uke a bound upon a 
false BCKit !— I^ae-a-day .' it^s a sore thing to see 
a stunkard cow kick down the piul when iOs 
reaming fbu.— But, after all, it is an ill bird 
that defiles its ain nesL I must cover up the 
scandal as well as I can. — What's the matter now, 
James F" 

*' A message, or,^ said James WiUdnaon, 
** from my Lord Freadent ; and he hopes Mr 
Alan is not seriously indisposed." 

" From the Lord Freddent ? the Lord pre- 
serve us ! — I'll send an answer this instant; lud 
the lad sit down, and ask him to drink, James. 
—Let me see," continued he, taking a sheet of 
gilt paper, *' how we are to draw our answers.'" 

£re his pen had touched the paper, James 
was iu the room agiun. 

" What now, James ?" 

" Lord Bladderscate*s lad is come to ask how 
Mr Alan is, as he left the Court " 

" Ay, ay, ay," answered Saunders, bitterly ; 
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" he has e'eo made a moonlight ffitting like my 
Iiord's own nevoy." 

" Shall I say sae, wc f" Bidd James, who, as an 
old soldkr, was literal in all things touching the 
service. 

" The devil I no, no ! — Bid the lad ut down 
and taste our ale. I will write his lordship on 
answer." 

Once more the ^It paper was resumed, and 
once more the door was opened by James, 

" Lord ■ sends his servitor to ask aha 

Mr Alan." 

<* Oh, the deevil take thdr civility !* sud poor 
Saunders. " Set him down to diink too— I will 
write to his lordship." i 

" The lads will bide your pleasure, sir, as 
lang as I keep the bicker fou ; but this ringing 
is like to wear out the bell, I think ; there are 
they at it again." 

He answered the fresh summons accordingly, 
and came back to inform Mr Fairford, that the 
Dean of Faculty was called to inquire for Mr 
Alui. — " Will I set him down to drink, too P" 
said James. 
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" Will you be an idiot, m f" said Mt Fair- 
ford. *' Shew Mr Tteau into the pBrloar." 

In gfMDg slowly down stairs, step by step, die 
perplexed man of business had time enough to re- 
flect, that if it be posmble to put afair gloss upon a 
true atory, the verity always serves the purpose 
better thou any substitute which ingenuity can 
devise. He therefore told his learned visitor, that 
although his son had been incommoded by the 
heat of the court, and the long train of hard study, 
by day and night, preceding his exertions, yet 
he had fortunately so far recovered, as to be in 
condition to obey upon the instant a sudden sum- 
mons which had called him to the country, on a 
matter of life and death. 

" It should be a serious matter indeed that 
takes my young friend away at this moment," 
said the good-natured Dean. <* I wish he had 
staid to finish his pleading, and put down old 
Tough. Without ctHupliment, Mr Fairford, H 
was as fine a first appearance as I ever heard. I 
should be sorry your son did not follow it up in 
a reply. Nothmg like striking while the iron is 
hot" 
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Mr Saunders Fairfiml made a bitter grimace 
as he acquietced in an opimon which was indeed 
de^edly liis owji ; ^ut he thought it most pru- 
dent to reply, ".that the affair which rendered his 
son Alan's presence in the country absolutely ne- 
cessary, regarded the affiurs of a youug gentle- 
man of great fOTtune, who was a particular friend 
of Alan's, and who never took any mateiiol step 
in his affurs, without consulting his counsel 
learned in the law.** 

" Well, well, Mr Furfoid, you know best," 
answered the learned Dean ; " if there be death 
or marriage in the case, a. will or a wedding is to 
be preferred to all other buuness. I am happy 
Mr Alan is so much recovered as to be able for 
travel, and wish you a very good morning,* 

Having thus taken his ground to the Dean of 
Faculty, Mr Fairford hastily wrote cards in an- 
swer to the inquiry of the three judges, account- 
ing for Alan^s absence in the same manner. 
These, being properly sealed and addressed, he 
delivered to James, with directions to dismiss the 
parti-coloured gentry, who, in the meanwhile, 
had consumed a gall<Hi of twopenny ale, while di». 
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. cusung pcnats of law, and addresnng ead^ odier 
by their mastersV titles. 

The exertion which theee matters demanded, 
snd the interest which 8o roai^ persona of legal 
distinction appeared to have taken in his son, 
greatly relieved the oppressed spint of Saunders 
Furford, who continued to talk mysteiiously of 
the very important business which had interfered 
with his son's attendance during the brief remiun. 
der of the session. He endeavoured to lay the 
same unction to his own heart; but here the 
application was less fortunate, for his conscience 
told him, that no end, however important, which 
could be achieved in Darue Latimer^s affairs, 
could be balanced against the reputation which 
Alan was like to forfeit, by deserting the cause 
of Poor Peter Peebles. 

In the meanwhile, although the haze which 
surrounded the cause, or causes, of that unfortu- 
nate litigant had been for a time dispelled by 
Alan^s eloquence, like a fog by the thunder of 
artillery, yet it seemed to settle down upon it, 
thick as the palpable darkness of Egypt, at the 
very sound oS Mr Tough's vtnc^ who, on the 
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■econd day after Alan's departure, waa heard 
inanswertotbeopeningcouDsel. Deep-mouthed, 
long-hreathed, and perdnacious, taking a pinch 
of snuff betwixt every sentence, which otherwise 
seetned interminable— the veteran pleader prosed 
over all the themes which had been treated so 
luminously by Fiurford ; he quietly and imper- 
ceptibly replaced all the rubbish which the other 
had cleared away; and succeeded in restoring 
the veil of obscurity and nniqtelli^bility which 
had for many years obscured the case of Pee- 
bles against Flainstanes ; and the matter was 
once more hung up by a remit to an accomptant, 
ynth instruction to report before answer. So dif- 
ferent a result from that which the public had 
been led to expect from Alan's speech, gave rise 
to various speculations. 

' The client himself opined, that it was entirely 
owing, first, to his own absence during the first 
day's pleading, being, as he said, deboslied with 
brandy, usquebaugh, and other strong waters, 
at John's Coffee-house, per amhagea of Peter 
Drudgeit, employed to that effect by and through 
the device, counsel, and covyne of Saunders Fair- 
It 
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fivd,hw agent, or pretended agent. Secondly, by 
the flight and voluntary deset^n of the younger 
Faiiford, the advocate ; on account of which, 
he served both father and son with a petition 
and complaint agmnst them, for malversatioa in 
office. So that the apparent and most probable 
issue of this cause seemed to menace the melait' 
^AkAj Mr Saunders Fairford with addition^ sub- 
ject for plague and mortification ; which was the 
more galling, as his conscience told him that the 
case was really g^ven away, and that a very brief 
resumption of the former argument, with refer- 
mce to the necessary authorities and pcnnts of 
evidence, would have enabled Alan, by the mere 
breath, as it were, of his mouth, to blow away the 
various cobwebs with which Mr Tough bad agun 
invested the proceedings. But it went, he said, 
just like a decreet in ^sence, and was lost. for 
want of a contradictor. 

In the meantime, nearly a week passed over 
vithoat Mr Furford hearing a word directly from 
his son. He learned, indeed, by a letter from 
Mr Croslne, that the young counsellor had safely 
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reached Sumfnee, but had left that town upon 
some ulterior researches, the purpose of which 
he had not commuaicaLed. The old man, thus 
left to suspense, and to mortifying recollections, 
deprived also of the domestic sodety to which he 
had been habituated, began to suffer in the body 
as well as the mind. He had formed the deter- 
mination of setting out in person for Dumfries- 
shire, when, after having been dogged, peevish, 
and snappish to bis clerks and domestics, to an 
unusual and almost intolerable degree, the acri- 
monioua humours settled in a hisuog-hot fit of 
&e gout, which is a well-known tamer of the most 
froward B|urit8, and under whose discipline we 
shall, for the present, leave him, as the continua- 
tioD of this history assumes, with .the next divi- 
non, a form somewhat different from direct nar> 
rative and e^Hstolorj correspondence, though 
partaluDg of the charactra of both. 
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CHAPTER III. 



lOITENAL OF SARSIS LATIUEE. 



Prhe fbllowing Address is written on the inEdde of the 
enrelope wUch conuined the JonnuL]} 



Into what hands aoerer these leaves may fall, 
tbey will instruct him, during a certain time 
at least, in the history of the life of an unfortu- 
nate young man, who, in the heart ctf a free 
country, and without any crime being laid to his 
charge, has been, and is^ subjected to a course 
of unlawful and violent restraint He who opens 
this letter, is therefore conjured to apply to tbe 
Dearest magistrate, and, following such indica- 
tions as the papetL may affi>rd, to exert hun- 
self for the relief mone, who, while he posBessea 
every claim to asnatance which o[^re«ed inDo- 
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cence can give, hoe, at the same time, both the 
iBcliaation and the means of b^ng grateful to 
his delivererB. Or, if the person obtaining these 
letters gfaall want courage or means to e£^t the 
writer^B release, he is, in that case, conjured, 
by every duty of a, man to his fellow mortals, 
and of a Christian towards one who professes 
the same holy fimb, to take the speediest mea- 
sures for conveying them with speed and safety 
to the hands of Alan Fairford, Esq. Advocate, 
rending in the family of his father, Alexander 
Fairford, Esq. Writer to the Signet, Brown's 
, Square, Edinbui^. He may be assured of a 
liberal reward, he«dee the consciousness of ha^ 
ving discharged a real duty to humanity. 



Mt Dbabest Alan, 
Feblivs as warmly towards you In doubt and 
ia distress, as I ever did in the brightest days of 
our intimacy, it is to you ^^1^ I address a his- 
tory which may perhaps fall into very idi&rent 
hands. A portion of my former spirit descends 



to my pen, when I write your name, and in. 
dul^g the happy thought that you may be my 
deliverer from my present uncomfortable and 
alarming atuation, as you hare been my guide 
and counsellor on every former occasion, I will 
subdue the dejection which would otherwise 
OT:erwheIm me. Therefore, as. Heaven knows, 
I have time enough to write, I will endeavour 
to pour my thoughts out, as fully and freely aa 
of old, though probably without the same gay 
and happy levity. 

If the papers should reach other hands than 
yours, BlJlt I will not regret this exposure of my 
feelings; for, allowing for an ample share of the 
folly incidental to youth and inexperience, I fear 
not that I have much to be ashamed of in my 
narrative ; nay, I even hope, that the open um- 
pliuty and fi'ankness with which I am about to 
relate every singular and distressing circumstance, 
may prepossess even a strimger ia my favour; 
and that, amid the multitude of seemingly trivi^d 
circumstances wbi^ I detail at length, a clew 
may he found to effect my liberation. 
. Another chance certainly remuns-— the Jour- 
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Dol, aa I may call it, may never reach the hands, 
ather of the dear friend to whom it is addnsaed, 
or those of an indifferent stranger, but may be- 
come the prey of the persons by whom I am at 
present treated as a prisoner. Let it be so — 
they will learn friHn it little but what they al- 
ready know; that, asaman, and anEnglishman, 
my aoul rert^ts at the usage which I have rec^- 
ved ; that I am determined to essay every possifcde 
means to obbun my freedom ; that captivity has 
not broken my spirit, and that, although they 
may doubUess complete their oppression by mur- 
der, I am still willing to bequeath my cause to 
the jusUce of my coimtry. Uodeterred, there- 
fore, by the probability that my papers may be 
torn from me, and subjected to the inspection <^ 
one m particular, who, causelessly my eaemj 
already, may be yet farther incensed at me for 
recording the history of my wrongs, I proceed 
to resume the history of events which have be- 
fallen me since the conclusion of my last letter 
to my dear Ala" Fairford, dated, if I mistake 
not, on the 5tfa day of this still current month 
of August. 
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Upon the night preceding the date of that let- 
ter, I had been present^ for the purpoK of an idle 
frolic, at a dentung party at the village of Bro- 
kenburn, about six miles from Dumfries ; man; 
persons must hare seen me there, should the fact 
appear of importance sufficient to require inres- 
tigation. I danced, played on the violin, and 
took part in the festivity till about midnight, 
when my servant, Samuel Owen, brought me my 
borEes, and I rode back to a small ion called 
- Shepherd's Bush, kept by Mrs Nixon, which had 
been occasionally my residence for about a fort- 
night past. I spent the earlier part of the fore- 
noon in writing a letter, which I have already 
mentioned, to you, my dear Alan, and which, I 
think, you must have received in safety. Why 
did I not follow your advice, so often ^ven me P 
Why did I linger in the neighbourhood of a 
danger, of which a kind voice had warned me P 
These an: now unav^liog ques^ons ; I was 
blinded by a fatality, and remained, fluttering 
like a moth around the candle, until I hate been 
scorched to gome purpose. 



:sdi.,Google 



"Hie greater part of tbe day had passed, and 
time hung heavy on my bands. I ought, perhaps, 
to blush at rectdlecting what has beenoften objects 
ed to me by the dear jriend to wh«n this letter is 
addressed, viz. the facility with which I have, in 
moments of indolence, suffered my motions to be 
directed by any person who chanced to be near 
me, instead of taking the labour of thinking or 
deciding for myself. X had employed for some 
time, as a sort of guide and errand-boy, a bi^ 
named Benjamin, the son of one widow Coltherd, 
who lives near the Shepherd's Bush, and I can- 
not but remember that, upon several occaraons, 
I had of late suffered him to possess more In- 
fluence oVer my motions, than at all became tbe 
di%rence of our age and condition. At present, 
be exerted himself to persuade me that it was 
the finest possible sport to see the fisb taken out 
from the nets placed in the Solway at the reflux 
of the tide, and urged my going thither this 
evening so much, that, looking back on the whole 
circumstances, I cannot but think he had some 
particular motive for his conduct. These par- 
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dculars I have mentioned, that if these papers fall 
into friendly hands, the boy may be sought aAer 
and submitted to examiaation. 

His eloquence being unable to persuade me 
that I should take any pleasure in seeing the 
iruitless struggles of the fish when left in the 
nets and deserted by the tide, he artfully sug- 
gested, that Mr and Miss Geddes, a respectable 
Quaker family well known in the neighbour- 
hood, and with whom I had contracted habits of 
intimacy, would possdbly be offended if I did not 
make them an early visit Both, he said) had been 
particularly inqiuring the reasons of my leaving 
ih^ house rather suddenly on the previous day. 
I resolved, therefore, to walk up to Mount Sba- 
jua and make my apologies ; and I agreed to per- 
mit the boy to attend upon me, and wait my te~ 
turn from the house, that I might fish on my 
way homeward to Shepherd^s Bush, for which 
amusement, he assured me, I would find the 
evening most favourable. I menUon this mi- 
nute circumstance, because I strongly suspect 
that this boy had a presentment how the even- 
ing was to terminate with me, and entertain- 
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ed the selfish though childUh wish of securing 
to himself an angling-rod which be had often 
admired, as a part of my Epoils. Z may do the 
boy wrong, but I had before remarked in him 
the peculiar art of pursuing the triffing object* 
of cupidity jHoper to his age, with the systema- 
tic address of mudi tiper years. 

When we had commenced our walk, I up> 
braided him with the coolness of the evening, 
considering the Eeason, the easterly wind, and 
other circumstances, unfavourable for angling. 
He persisted in his own slory, and made a few 
casts, as if to convince me of my error, bat 
caught no fish ; and, indeed, as I am now con- 
vinced, was much more intent on watching my 
motions, than aa taking any. When I ridiculed 
him once more on his fruitless endeavours, be 
answered with a sneering smile, that " the troats 
woiHd not rise, because there was thunder in the 
air i" an intimaUon which^ in one sense, I have 
found too true. 

I arrived at Mount Sharon ; was received by 
my friends there with their wonted kindness : 
and after, b^ng a little rallied en my having Bud- 
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dealy left them on the preceding evening, I 
agreed to make atonement by staying all night, 
and diEmissed the lad who attended with my fish- 
ing-rod, to carry that information to Shepherds 
Bush. It may be doubted whether be went ilu- 
ther, or in a diflerent direction. 

Betwixt eight and nine oVlock, when it b^an 
to become dark, we walked on the terrace to enjoy 
the appearance of the firmament, glittering with 
ten milhon of stars ; to which a slight touch oC 
early frost gave tenfold lustre. As we gased on 
this splendid scene, Miss Geddes, I think, was 
the first to point out to our -admiration a shoot- 
ing or falling star, which, she sud, drew a long 
train aAer it Looking to the part of the hea- 
vens which she pointed out, I distinctly observed 
two successive sky-rockets arise and burst in the 
sky. 

" These meteors," said Mr Geddes, in answer 
to his sister's observation, " are not formed is 
heaven, nor do they bode any good to the dwel- 
lers upon earth.^ 

As he spoke, I looked to another quarter of 
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the sky, and a rocket, as if a signal in answer to 
those wiEuch hod already appeared, rose high from 
the earth, and burst apparently amoDg the stars, 
. Mr Geddes seemed very thoughtful for some 
minutes, ami then said to his sister, " Rachel, 
though it waxes late, I must go down to the fill- 
ing station, and pass the night in the overseer's 
room there." 

" Nay, then," reptied the lady, " I am but too 
well assured that the sons of Belial are menacing 
these nets and devices. Joshua, art thou a man 
of peace, and wilt thou willingly and wittingly 
thrust thyself, where thou may*Bt be tempted by 
the old man Adam within thee, to enter into de- 
bate and strife ?" 

" I amamau of peace, Rachel," answered Mr 
Geddes ; " even to the utmost extent which our 
&iends can demand of humanity ; and neither 
have I ever used, nor, with the help of God, will 
I at any future time employ, the arm of flesh (o 
repel or to revenge injuries. But if I can, by 
mild reasons and firm conduct, save those rude 
men from committing a crime, and the properly 
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beloBging to loyaelf and others from sustaiDing 
damage, surely I do but the duty of a man and 
a Christian." 

With these words, he ordered his horse in- 
stantly ; and bis sister cea^g to argue irith him, 
folded her arms upon her bosom, and looked up 
to heaven with a. reigned aiid yet sorrowful 
countenance. 

These particulars may appear trivial ; but it is 
better, in my present condition, to exert my fa- 
culdes in rec<^ecting the past, and in recording 
it, than waste them in vain and an^ous anticipa- 
tions of the future. 

It would bave been scarcely proper in me to 
- remwn in the house, from which the master was 
thus suddenly summoned away ; and I therefore 
be^ed permisaon to attend him to the fishing 
station, assuring his uster that I would be a 
guarantee for his safety. 

The proposal seemed to ^ve much pleasure to 
MissGeddes. "Letit be so, brother," she sud; 
*' and let the young man have the desi|e of his 
heart, that there may be a faithful witness to 
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auadhyOteein tbe hour of need, and to report 
haw it dull Cure with thee." 

** Nay, Badiel," lud die wtxtby man, ** thou 
art to Uame is tlua, that to quiet thy ajqirdieii- 
soos OD my aooount, thou ihouldst thnut into 
dangra' — if danger It shall prore to be— this 
- youth, our guest; for whtMn, doubtless, in case of 
noshap, as many hearts will be awe aa may be af- 
flicted on our account." 

*' No, my good friend," said I, taking Mr 
Geddes^B hands, " I am not to hi^y as you sup- 
pose me. Were my span to be concluded tlus 
evening, few woidd so much as know that sudi 
a bdng had existed for twenty years on the face 
of the earth ; and of these few, only one would 
riiicerely r^ret me. Do not, therefore, refuse 
me the privilege of attending you ; and of shew- 
ing, by so trifling an act of kindness, that if I 
have few friends, I am at least desirous to serve 
them." 

** Thou art a kind heart, I warrant thee,"'said 
Joshua Geddes, returning the pressure of my 
hand. *< Rachel, the young man shall go with 
me. Why dbould he not face danger, in order 
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to do justice and preserve peace ? There is that 
within me,'" he added, looking upwards, and with 
a paaang enthudasm which I had not befrare ob- 
.served, and which perhaps rather belonged to the 
sect than to his own personal character—" I say, 
I have that within which assures me, that though 
the ungodly may nige even like the storm of the 
ocean, they ^lall not have freedom to prevail 



Having spoken thus, Mr Geddes appointed 
a pony to be saddled for my use ; and having 
taken a basket with some provisions, and a ser- 
vant to carry back the horses, for which there 
was no accommodation at the fishing station, we 
set (^ about nine o'clock at night, and af^ three 
quarters of an hour's riding, arrived at our place 
of destination. 

The BtalioD consists, or then consisted, of huts 
for four or five fishermen, a cooperage and sheds, 
and a better sort of coUage, at which the super- 
intendant reuded. We gave our horses to the 
servant, to be carried back to Mount Sharon ; my 
oompanioD expreasing himself humanely anxious 
for ihar safety— and knocked at the door of the 
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house. At first weonlyheardabuluDgofdogsi 
but these animals became quiet on snuffing be- 
neath the door, and acknowledging the presence 
of ftienda. A hoarse vtnce then demanded, in ra- 
ther unfriendly accents, who we were, and what we 
wanted ; and it was not until Joshua named him- 
self, and called upon his supeiintendant to opaiy 
that the latter appeared at the door of the hot, ■ 
attended by three Wge dogs of the Newfound- 
land breed. He had a flambean in his band, and 
two large heavy ship-pistt^ stuck into his belt 
He was a stout, elderly man, who had been a 
Bdilor, as I learned, during the earlier part of his 
life, and was now much confided in by the Fish- 
ing Company, whose concerns he directed under 
the orders of Mr Geddes. 

" Thou didst not expect me to>night, friend 
Davies ?" said my friend to the old man, who was 
arran^ng seats for us by the fire. 

" No, Master Gkddcs," answCTcd he, " I did 
not expect you, nor, to speak the truth, did I 
wish for you either." 

«■ These are plain tenns, John Davies," an- 
swered Mr Geddes. 

1 
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" Aj, ay, sir, I know your wor^ip loves no 
holidsy spaeches." 

" Thou dost guess, I auppOK, what brings us 
here so late, Jobn Daries ?"" said Mr Geddei. 

" i do suppose, sir,^ answered the superintend- 
ant, " that k was because these d— -d smuggling 
wreckers on the coast are sbewiog their lights to 
gather th^ forces, aa they did tlio ni^t before 
diey brdtc down the dam-dike and wears up the 
country ; but if that some be the case, I wish once 
taoreyou had staid away, for your worship corrieB 
BO fighting tackle aboard, I think ; and there wilt 
be work for such ere morning, your worship.^ 

" Worship is due to Heaven only, John Da- 
vies," said Creddes. " I have often dewred thee 
to desist from using that phrase to me." 

" I won't, then,^ said John ; *' no offence 
meant : But how the devil can n man stand pick> 
log his words, wlien be is just gtnog to come to 
Wows.?" 

" I hope not, John Davics,^ said Joshua Ged- 
des. " Call in the rest of the men, that I may 
give than thnr iniuuotioas.'" 

VOL. II. R 
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<> I may cry till Doomt^y, Mr Greddea, ere 
a Boul answers— the cowardly lubben have all 
made aul — the cooper, asd i^ the rest of ibem, 
§0 soon as they heard the enemy were at tea. 
They have all taken to the loiig4xnt, and left the 
ship am<»ig the breakers, except Httle Phil and 
n^self— they have, by - !" 

<* Swear not at all, John Daviee — ^tbou art on 
hoDe»t nun ; and I believe, withoBt an oath, that 
thy comrades love thdr own booes better than 
my goods and chattels. — And bo diou bast no 
assistance but Itttle Phil against a hundred num 
or two ?" 

" Why, there are the dog% your honour 
knAwB, Neptune and Tbetis — and the puppy nn^ 
do something ; and then thou^ your worsfaip-w 
I be£ pardon— though your honour be.no great 
fighter, this jrounggaaileman may bear ahand." 

- " Ay, and I see you are provided witli arms," 
sud Mr Geddes ; " let me see them." 

" Ay, ay, ur ; here be a pair of haSkn wilt 
bite as well as bark— these will make sure of two 
rogues at least. It would be a ■home to strike 
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without filing a shot— Take caire, your honour ; 
they are double-shotted." 

" Ay, John Davies, I will take care of them," 
thrdwiDg the [»stols into a tub of water besde 
him ; " and I wish I could render the whole ge- 
neration t^ them useless at the same moment.*' 

A deep shade of displeasure passed over JcAn 
Davies*s weather-beaten countoiancfc *' Btetiktf 
your honour is gcaog to take the command your- 
self then P" he said, after a pause. *' Why, I can 
be of little use now ; and once ^onr worship, or 
your honour, or whatever you are, means to strike 
quietly, I bfelt^ve yoir ^ill do it better without 
me than with me, for I am like enough to make 
mischief, I admit ; but FH never leave my pMt 
without orders." 

" Then you have mine, John Davies, to go t»' 
Mount Sharon directly, and take the hoy Phil 
irith you. Where is he P" 

*' He is on the outlook for these scums of the 
earth," answered Davi&i ; " but it is to no pur- 
pose to know when they come, if we are not to 
stand to our weapons.** 
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" We will use oone but tliote of gestae md res- 

S(HL" 

*' And you may just as well cait chaff ^aintt 
the wind, aa speak truth and reason to the like of 
them," 

*' Well, w^, be it so," aid Joshua ; " and 
now, John Davies, I know thou art what the 
wwld calls B brave fellow, and I have ever found 
tbae an honest one. And now I conunand you 
to go to Mount Sharon, and let Phil lie on the 
bank-side—Bee the poor bay hath a sea-cloak 
though — and watch what happens here, and let 
him l^ng you the news ; and if any vitdence 
shall be offered to the proper^ there, I trust to. 
your fidelity to carry my nster to Dumfries, to 
the house of our friends the Cwsacks, and in£ina 
the dvil authorities of what mischirf hath be> 
follwi.'' 

The old seaman paused a' moment " It is 
hard lines for me,** be said, " to leave your fao- 
nour in tribulation ; and yet, staying ha^e, I am 
wly like to make bad worse ; and your honour^s 
sister, Miss Rachel, must be looked to, that's 
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certain ; for if the rogues once get tiwir hand to 
mischief, thej will come to Mount Sharon after 
tbey have Wasted and destroyed this here snug 
little road>stead, where I diought to ride at an- 
chor for life." 

" Bight, right, John* Davies," said Joshua 
Greddes ; " and best call the dc^ with you." 

" Ay, ay, sir," said the vetawi, *' for they are 
sMDcthing of my mind, and would not keep qniet 
if they saw mischief dcnng ; bo maybe they might 
Cfxoe to mischief, poor dumb creatures. So God 
bless jrour honour — I mean your worship— I 
cannot bring my mouth to say fare you welL — 
Here, Neptune, T^ietig ; come, dogs, come." 

So saying, and with a veiy crest-fallen coun- 
tenance, John Davies left the hot. 

" Now there goes one of the best and most ' 
fuUiful creatures that ever was bom," saH Mr 
Oeddes, as the superintendant shut the door of 
the cottage. ** Nature made him with a heart 
that would not have suffered him to barm a fly; 
but thou seest, friend Latimer, that as men arm 
their bull-dt^s with spiked collars, and tb«r 
game-cocks with steel ^urs, to aid them in fight, 
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BO tbey oarrupt* by edncatioo, the beat and nult}- 
nt ostuKS, imtil fwtitude and sfuiit become 
stubbonmesG and ferocity. Believe me, friend 
LatJnier, I vould as eoon expose my faithful 
household dc^ to a vain combat with a herd of 
wolves, aB yon trusty cKatute to the violence of 
the euaged multitude. But I need «ay little on 
tbii subjeot to thee, fdend Latimer, whq, I doubt 
not* art trained to believe that courage is di»> 
played and honour attained, not by dmng and 
Buffving, BB becomes a maa, that irhicb fate 
c^ us tp suffcF, imd justice commands ub to do, 
but became thpa art ready to retort violence for 
violeQcV, and consderest the lightest insult as a 
sit^cient cause for the spilling <^ blood, nay, the 
taking of life. — But, leaving these points of con. 
trpTcrsy to a more fit season, let us see what our 
ba^et of provison contuns ; for in tnitfa, &iaid 
Ladmer, I am one of those whom neither fear 
Qpr anxiety deprive of thdr ordinary appetite." 
We found the means of good cheer according., 
ly, which Mr G«ddes seemed to enjoy as much 
as if it had been eaten in a ^tuation of perfect 
safety ; nay, his conversation appeared to be ra- 
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ther more gay tbaa on ordinaty occasioiia Af« 
tei' eattDg our supper we left the hut b^;etber, 
and walked far a few minutes on the bwiks of 
the sea. It was high water, and the ebb bad not 
yet coDUBeoced. The hmod ^tmxe broad and 
bright upoD the pUcid bee ctf the Solway FiUh,. 
and shewed a slight ripple upon the alakea, the 
tops of which were just vinble above the waves^ 
and on the dark-coloured buoys which marked 
the upper edge of the ^iclosure of nets. At a 
much greater distance, — for the estuary is here 
very wide, — the line of the Enj^isfa coast was seen 
on the verge of the water, resembling one of 
those fog-banks on which mariners are said to 
gaze, uncertain whether it be land or atmosphe. 
rieal delusion. 

tt We shall be undisturbed ibr some hours," 
said Mr Geddes ; " th^ will not come down 
upon us tiU tJie. state of the tide pomits thetn to 
destroy the tide-nets. Is it not strange to think 
that human passons will so soon transform such 
a tranquil scene as this, into a scene of devasta? 
ticHi and confusion P" 

It was indeed a scene of exquinte stillness ; so 
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mudi SO, that the resttess waves of the Sol«n3r 
seemed, if not absolutely to sleep, at least to 
slumber;— on the diore no night-bird wa& heard 
^4he coc^ bad not sung his first matins, and 
we oursdves walked more lightly than l^ day, 
as if to suit the sound of our own paces to the 
serene tranquillity around us. At length, the 
plaintive cry of a dog broke the nience, and on 
our return to the cottage, we found that -the 
younger of the three animals which had gone 
along with John Danes, unaccustomed, perhaps, 
to distant journeys, and the duty of following to 
heel, bad strayed from the party, and, unable 
to ngcnn them, bad wand^ed back to the place 
of its l^rtb. 

" Another feeble addition to our feeble gar- 
rison,*' said Mr Ireddes, as he caressed the dog, 
aod admitted it into the cotti^. " Foot thing f 
as tliou art incapable of dmng any misdtief, I 
hope tbou wilt sustain none. At least thou 
mayst do us the good service of a sentinel, and 
permit us to enjoy a quiet repose, under the cer- 
tunty that thou wilt alarm us when the enemy 
is at hind.*' 
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There were two beds in the Buperioteiidaiit*s 
room, vpaa which we threw ourselves. Mr 
Greddes, with his h^py equanimity of temper, 
was asleep id the fint five minutes. I lay for 
some time in doubtful and anxious thoughts, 
watching the fire and the motioue of the restless 
dog, which, disturbed probably at the absence 
of J(jm Davies, wandered from the hearth to 
the door and hack again, then came to the bed- 
side and hcked my hands and face, and at length, 
experiencing no repulse to its advances, establish- 
ed itself at my feet, and went to sleep, an ex> 
ample which I soon afterwards fcdlowed. 

The rage fif narration, my dear Alan — for I 
will never relinquish the bc^ that what I am 
wtdting may one day reach your hands— has 
not forsaken me, even in my confinement, and 
^e extensive though unimportant det^Is into 
which I have been hurried, renders it necessary 
thai 1 commence another sheet, fortunately, 
my jngmy characters comprehend a great many 
words within a small space of paper. ' 
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DARSIS LATIUB'b IODBHAL, Di CONTIKtrATIOir. 

Thb morning was dawmng, and Mr G«ddei 
and I myself were edll sleejring soundly, when 
the alarm was pven by my canine bed-fellow, 
who firat growled deeply at intervals, and at 
laigth bore more dedded testimony to the ap> 
pnach of some enemy. I opened the door of the 
cottage, and percdved, at the distance of about 
two hundred yards, a small but close column of 
men, which I would have taken for a dark hedge, 
but that I could perceive it was advandng ra- 
|ndly and in dience. 

The dog flew towards them, but instandy ran 
howUng back to me, having probably been chos- 
tiaed by a stick or a stone Uncertain as to the 
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plan of tactics or of treaty which MrGeddei might 
think proper to adopt, I was about to retire into 
the cottage, when he stiddenly jodned me at the 
docHT, and slipping his ana through mine, said, 
*' Let as go to meet them manfully; we have 
done nothing to be. ashamed of.— Friends," lie 
said, raiung his voice as we approached than, 
" who and what are you, and with what purpose 
are you befe on my property i" 
A loud cheer was the answer retumed, and a 
- brace of fiddlers who occu[Med the front of the 
march immediately struck up the ingultjpg ur, 
the w«dB of which b^^, 

" MeaHj danced the Qaika't wiEe, 
And merrily danced the Quaker." 

Even at that moment of alarm, I think I re. 
cognized the tones of the blind fiddler. Will, 
known by the name of Wandering Willie, tnm 
his itinerant habits. They continued to advance 
svifUy and in great ord^, in their front 

" The fieiy fiddler* plajing maitud Bin i" 
when, coming close up to us, they surrounded 
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UB by a nogte moremeot, and there was an uni- 
veraal ay, '* Whoop, Quaker— whoop, Quaker 
— ^ere haire we them both, the wet Quaker and 
the dry one." 

" Hang up the wet Quaker to dry, and wet 
the dry one with a ducking," answered another 
T<HCe. 

" Where is the ses-otter, John Davies, that 
destroyed more fish than any sealch upon Ailsay 
Craig T* exdaimed a third vtnce. " I have an 
old crow to pluck mtb bim, and a pock to put 
the feathav in.^ 

We stood perfectly pasraTe ; for, to have at- 
tempted renstance against more than a hundred 
men, armed with guns, fish-spears, iron-crows, 
spades, and bludgeons, would have been an 
actof utter insanity. Mr Geddes, with his strong 
souOTous voice, answered the quesUon about the 
superintendant, in a manner, the manly indiffe- 
rence of wbiph compelled them to attend to him. 

" John Davies," he said, " will, I trust, bood 
be at Dumfries ^" 

'* To fetch down red-coats and dragoons 
against us, you canting old villain !** 
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A blow was, at tbe same time, levelled at my 
friend, vhich I parried bj interposing tbe stick 
I had in mj hand. I waa inatantly atruck down, 
and have a faint recollection of hearing some 
crying, " Kill the young spyi" and others, as I 
thought, interpowng on my behalf. But a se- 
oond blow on the head,recciTed in the scuffle, soon 
deprived me of sense and conuiousnees, and threw 
me into a state of insenabihty, from which I did 
not recover immediately. When I did come to 
myself, I was lying on the bed from which I had 
just risen before the fray, and my poor compa- 
nion, the Newfoundland puppy, its courage, 
entirely cowed by tbe tumult of the riot, had 
crept as dose to me as it could, and lay trem- 
bling and whining, as if under the most dread- 
ful tefTOT. I doubted at first whether I had not 
dreamed of the tumult, until, as I attempted to 
rise, a feeling of pain and dizziness assured me 
that the injury I had sustiuned was but too reaL 
I gathered together my senses — listened — and 
heard at a distance the shouts of the rioters, 
bu^, doubtless, in thor work of devastatton. I, 
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made B second efiinrt to riw, or at least to turn 
mjBdf, for I lay with ray face to fhe wall of the 
cottage, but I found tbat my limbs were secared, 
and my mations e^otually prerented — not ill' 
deed by cwds, but by linen or cloth swMlied 
around my ankles, and securing my anaS to my 
aides. Aware of my utterly captive condition, I 
groaned betwixt bodily pain uhI mental dis< 
tress. 

A voice by my bedside whispered, in a wMning 
tone, *' Whisht a-ye, hinme— whisht a-yb t baud 
your toi^;ue, like a gude h^m— ye have cost. 
us dear aneugh already. My himtie's clean gane 

DOW." 

Knowing, as I thought, the phraseok^ of 
the wife of the itinerant musician, I a^ed her 
where her husband was, and whether he bad been 
hurt 

" Broken," answered the dame, " all broken 
to ^neces ; fit for nought but to be made s||)unks 
of— the best blood that was in Scotland." 

** Broken P — blood ? — is your husband woukI> 
cd F has thtre bttn bloodshed — broken limbs P" 
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** Broken Umba ? — I wisb," answered the bel- 
dame, *' that my hinaie had broken the best bane 
in his bodj, before he had broken his fiddle, 
that va§ the best blood in Scotland— it was a 
cremonj, for aught that I ken.^ 

" Pshaw — only his fiddle ?" 

" I dinna ken what waur your honour could 
have wished him to do, unless he had broken hk 
neck ; and this is muckle the same to my hinnie 
Willie, and me. Chaw, indeed I It is easy to' 
say chaw, but wha is to ^e us onything to chaw P 
-•-Uie breadwinner's gane, and we may e'en nt 
down and starve;" 

" No, no," I said, " I will pay you for twen- 
ty such fiddles." 

" Twenty such 1 is that a' ye ken about it P 
the coimtiy hadna the like o*t. But if your ho- 
uoar were to pay us, as nae doubt wad be to 
your credit here and hereafter, where are ye to 
get the oiler P" 

" I have enou^ (rf money," said I, attonpU 
ing to reach my hand towards my »de-pocket ; 
<' unloose these bandages, and I will pay you mi 
thei^t." 
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Tbis hiDt appeared to move her, and sbe was 
appRMchiog the bed-side, as I hoped, to liberate 
me from my bonds, when a nearer and more 
desperate idiout was heard, as if the rioters vcce 
dose by the but. 

*' I dauma. — I daunta," said the poor woDum, 
" they would murder me and my himiie WilUe 
baith, and they have misguided us enough al- 
ready ; — but if there is anything worldly I oouid 
do for your honour, leave out looong ye f^ 

What she sud recalled me to my bodily sufier- 
ing. Agitation, and the effects of the usage I 
had recnved, had produced a bunung thirst I 
asked for a drink of water. 

" Heaven Almighty forbid that £pps Ainalie 
should ff.e ony uck gentleman cauld well-water, 
aod him in a fever, Na, na, hinny, let me alane, 
ril do better fc« ye than the like of that." 

" Give me what you will," I relied; *' let it 
but be liquid and cooL" 

The woman gave me a large hom according- 
ly, filled with spirits and water, which, without 
nunute inquiry concerning the nature of its con- 
tents, I drained at a draught Either the iqnriu 
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taken in Buck a manner, acted more Buddenlj 
than usual on my brain, or else there waa some 
drug mixed with the beverage. Z lemember 
little after drinking it off, only that the appesr- 
anca^fthiogsarouad me became indistinct; that 
die iroman^B f(»m seemed to multiply itself, and 
to flit in Torious figures around me, bearing the 
same lineaments as she herself did. I remember 
also that the discordant noises and cries of Uiose 
without the cottage seemed to die away in a 
hunt like that with which a nurse bushes her 
babe. At length I fell into a deep sound steep, 
or rather, a state of absolute insensibility. 

I have reason to think this species of trance 
lasted for many boure; indeed, for the whole 
subsequent day and port of the night. It was 
not uniformly so profound, for my recollection 
of it is chequered with many dreams, all of a 
painful nature, but too faint and -too indistinct 
(oT recfdlection. At length the moment of wa- 
king came, and my sensatitms were hotrible. 
' A deep smind, which, in the confuoon of my 
sesaes, X identified with tfae erica of the liotcrfi. 
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was the first thing of Thich I T«8 sensible; n^, 
I became conscdous that I was carried riolaitly 
fiffward in a carriage, with an unequal motiixi, 
^lich gave me much pain. When I attempted 
to stretch my hands in order to find some mode 
of securing myself against this speines of suffer- 
ing, I found I was bound as beftHv, and the 
horrible reality rushed on my mind, that I was 
in the hands of those who had lately committed a 
great outrage on property, and were now about to 
kidnap, if not to murder me. I opened my eyes 
—it was to no purpose — all around me was dark, 
for a day had passed over during my captivity. 
A disjuriUng sickness oppressed my head — my 
heart seemed on fire, while my feet and hands 
were chilled and benumbed with want of drcu- 
lalJon. It was with the utmost difficulty that I 
at length, and gradually, recovered in a sufficient 
d^^ree the power of observing external sounds 
and circumstances ; and when I did so, they pre> 
sented nothing conwlatory. 

Gro^ng with my hands, as far as the baud- 
ages would permit, and receiving the assistance 
of some occauonal glances of the moonlight, I be- 
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came aware that the carrisge in which I was 
transported was one of the Ugbt cans <^ the 
country, then called twatblers, and that a little at- 
tention had been paid to ray accommodation, as 
I was laid upon some sacks covered with matting, 
and filled with straw. Without these, mj con> 
diuon would have been still more intolerable, 
for tbe cart, unking now on one nde, and now 
on the other, sometimes sUcking absolutely fast, 
and requiring the utmost exertions of the animal 
which drew it to put it tmce more in moUon, was 
subjected to jolts in all directions, which were 
very severe. At otho: times the cart rolled ^ient- 
\y and smoothly over what seemed to be wet sand ; 
and, as I heard the distant fou- of the tide, I bad 
little doubt that we were engaged in pas^ng the 
formidable estuary which divides the two king- 
doms. 

There seemed to be at least five or six people 
about tbe cart, some on foot, others on horse- 
back; the former lent assistance whenever the 
cart was in danger of upsetting, or sticking fast 
in the quicksand; the others rode before and 
acted as guides, ofEen changing tbe directum of 
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the vehicle as the precarious Btate of the passage 
reqmred. 

I addressed myself to the men around the cart, 
and endeavoured to move their compasdon. I 
had harmed. I eaid, no one, aud for no action in 
mj life had deserved auch cruel treatment. I 
bad no concern whatever in the fishing station 
which had incurred their displeasure, and my 
acquaintance with Mr Geddes was of a very late 
date. Lastly, and as my strongest argument, I 
endeavoured to excite thar fears, bj informiDg 
them that my rank in life would not permit me 
to be either murdered or eecreted with impuni- 
ty; and to interest their avarice, by the pro- 
mises I made them of reward, if they would ef- 
fect my d^verance. I only received a scornful 
laugh in'rejdy to my threats; my promises might 
have done more, for the fellows were whispering 
bother as if in hesitation, and I began to reite- 
rate and increase my ofTers, whoi the tcmx of one 
of the horsemen, who had suddenly come up, en- 
jcnned ^ence to the men on foot, and, approach- 
ing the ade of the cart, said to me, with a strong 
and determined vnce, *' Young men, there is no 
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personal harm dedgned to you. IfyouremainsU 
lent and quiet, you may reckon on good treat- 
ment ; but if you endeavour to tamper with these 
men in the execution of tbeir duty> I will take 
such measures for uJenong you, as you diall re- 
member the longest day you have to live.^ 

I thought I knew the voice which uttered these 
threats ; but, in such a situation, my perceptions 
could not be supposed to be perfectly accurate. 
I was contented to reply, ** Whoever you are 
that speak to me, I entreat the benefit of the 
meanest prisoner, who is not to be subjected le- 
gally to greater hardship than is necessary for 
the restraint of bis person. I entreat that these 
bonds, which hurt me so cruelly, may be slack- 
ened at least, if not removed altogether." 

" I will slacken the belts," answered the for- 
mer speaker ; *' nay, I will altogether remove 
them, and allow you to pursue your journey in a 
more convenient manner, providing you will ^ve 
me your word of honour that you will not attempt 
an escape." 

" Never r I answered, with an energy of 
which despair alone could have rendered me ca- 
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pable — " I w'iU' never submit to loss of freedom 
a tnoment longer than I am subjected to it hj 
force." 

" Eaougb>" be relied ; " tbe sraitiment is na- 
tural ; but do not on your nde complain that I, 
who am canning on an important undertaking, 
use the only means in my poww few ensuring 



I entreated to know what it was designed to 
do with me ; but my conductor, in a TCHce of me- 
naong authority, de«red me to be silent on my 
peril ; and my strength and spirits were too much 
exhausted to permit my continuing a dialogue so 
singular, even if I could have promised myself 
any good result by doing so- 
il is proper here to add, that, from my recol- 
lections at the time, and from what has since 
taken place, I have the strongest posrable belief 
iJiat the man with whom I held this expostula- 
tion, was tbe singular person residing at Bioken- 
bum, in Dumfries-shire, and called by the fishers 
of that hamlet, the Laird of the Solway Lochs. 
The cause for his inveterate persecution I can- 
not pretend even to guess at. 
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In the meandme, the cart wastlrag^ heavily 
and weaiily on, until the nearer roar of the ad- 
Tuicing tide excited the ^prehension of ooother 
danger. I could not mistake the sound, which I 
bad heard upon another occasion, when it was 
only the speed of a fleet horse which saved me 
from peiishing in the quicksands, Thou, my 
dear Alan, canst not but remember the former 
drcumstances ; and now, wonderful ccHitrast! 
the very man, to the best of my belief, who then 
saved me from peril, was the leader of the lawless 
bond who hod deprived me of my liberty. I con- 
jectured that the danger grew imminent ; for I 
heard some words and ciroumstances which made 
me awaro that a rider hastily fastened his own 
horse to the shafts of the cart, in order to assist 
the exhausted ammal which drew it, and the ve. 
hide was now pulled forward at a faster pace, 
which the horses were urged to muntain by blows 
and curses. The men, however, were inhabiuints 
of the nei^bourfaood ; and I had strong per- 
sonal reaacm to b^eve, that one of them, at least, 
was perfectly acquainted with all the depths and 
shallowB of the perilous paths in which we wers 
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engaged. But they were in perBonal danger 
themselves ; and if so, as, from the vhtspcring 
and ezertions to push on with the cart, was 
much to be apprehended, there was little doubt 
that I would be left befaiud as an useless in- 
cumbnince^ and that while I was in a condi- 
tion which rendered every chance of escape im- 
practicable. These were awful appr^ensions ; 
but it pleased Providence to increase them to a 
point which my bnun was Karoely able to en- 
dure. 

As we approached very near to a black line, 
which, dimly viuble as it wa«, I could make out 
to be the shore, we heard two or three sounds, 
which appeared to be the report of fire arms. 
Immediately all was bustle among our party to 
get forward. Presently a fellow galloped up 
to us, crying out, " Ware hawk ! ware hawk t 
the land sharks are out from Burgh, and AUon- 
by Tom will lose his cai^ if you do not bear a 
hand." 

Most of my company seemed to make hastily 
for the shore on recdving tilts intelligence. A 
driver was left with the cart ; but at length, 
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when, after repeated and hair-breadth esc^MB, it 
actually stuck fast in a slough or quicksand, the 
fellow, with an oath, cut the harness, and, as I 
presume, departed with the horses, whose feet I 
heard splashing over the wet sand, •nd' through 
the sballomi, as he gollc^ted off. , 

The dropping sound of fire arms was still cod- 
tinued, but lost almost entirely in the thunder of 
the advancing surge. By a desperate effisrt I 
T^sed myself in the cart, and attraned a sitting 
posture, which served only to shew me the e^ 
tent of my danger. There lay my aaii-ve land — 
my own England— the land where I was bom, 
and to which my wishes, since my earliest age, 
had turned with all the prejudices of natioiial 
feeling — there it lay, within a furlong of the place 
. where I yet was ; that furlong, which an infant 
would have raced over in a minute — was yet a bur- 
ner e^tual to divide me for ever from England 
and from life. I soon not only beard the roar of 
this dreadful torrent, but saw, by the fitful moon- 
light, the fbamycrests of the devouring waves, as 
they advanced with the speed and fury of a pack 
of hungry Vrolves. 
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The congRJoiianess that the altghtest r»y (^ 
hope, or pover of stnig^ing, was not left me, 
quite ovovame the constoDcj which I had hither- 
to maintained. Mj eyes began to Ewim— -my 
head grew, giddy and mad with fear — I chattCT- 
ed and howled to the howling and roaring sea. 
One or two great waves already reached the cart, 
when the conductor of the party whom I have 
mentioned so often, was, as if by magic, at my 
tade. He sprang from his horse into the cart, cut 
the ligatures which restrained me, and bade me 
get up and mount in the fiend^s name. 

Seeing I was incapable of obeying, he seized 
me, as if I had been a child of six months old, 
threw me across the horse, sprung on behind, 
supporting me with one band, while he directed 
the horse with the other. In my helpless and 
punful posture, I was unconsiaous of the de^;ree 
of danger which we incurred ; hut I believe at 
one time the horse was swimming, or nearly so ; 
and that it was with difficulty that my stem and 
powerful asustaot kept my head above water. I 
remember particularly the shock which I felt 
when die animal, endeavouring to gain the bank, 
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reared, and very nearly fell back tm his burtben. 
The time dining which I continued in this dread- 
ful condition did not probably exceed two or 
three minutes, yet sq strongly were they marked 
with horror and agony, that they seem to my re- 
oollectum a much more con^derable space of 
time. 

When I bad been thus snatched from destruc. 
tion, I had only power to say to my protect(»*, — 
or oppressor,— for he merited either name at my 
band, ** You do vxtt, then, desgn to murder 
me?" 

He laughed as he replied, but it was a sort of 
laughter which I scarce desire to hear again. 
'< Else you think I had let the waves do the work ? 
But remember, the shepherd saves his sheep from 
the torrent— is it to preserve its life P— Be silent, 
however, with questions or entreaties. What I 
mean to do, thou canst no more discover or pre- 
vent, than a man, with his bare palm, can scoc^ 
dry the Solway." 

I was too much exhausted to continue the ar- 
gument ; and still numbed and torpid in all my 
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Hmba^ permitted myself wi^out reluctance to be 
placed on a hone brought for the purpose. My 
formidable conductor rode on the one ude, and 
another person on the other, keeping me upright 
in the saddle. In this manner we travelled for- 
ward at a conuderable rate, and by by-roads, 
with which my attendant seemed as familiar as 
with the perilous passages of the Solway. 

At length, after stumbling through a labyrinth 
of dark and de^ lanes, and croa^ng more than 
me rough and barren heath, we found ourselves 
on the edge of a high road, where a chaise and 
four awaited, as it seemed, our arrival. To my 
great reli^ we now changed our mode of convey- 
ance ; for my dizziness and headache had return- 
ed in so strong a degree, that I should otherwise 
have been totally unable to keep my seat on horse- 
back, even with the support which I received. 

My doubted and dangerous companion signed 
to me to enter the carriage— the man who had 
ridden on the left side of my horse stepped in 
after me, and drawing up the blinds of the ve- 
hicle, gave the agnal f<Nr instant departare. 
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I bad obtuned a glimpK of the oountenance 
of my Dew companion, as by the aid of a dark 
lantern the drivers opened the carriage door, and 
I was well nigh persuaded that I recogmzed in 
him the domestic of the leader of this party whom 
I had seen at his house in Bit^enbum on a for- 
mer occasion. To ascertain the truth of my sus- 
piuon, I asked him whether hit name was not 
Cristal Nixon. 

*' What is other folk^s names to you," he re- 
plied, gruffly, " who cannot tell your own father 
and mother P" 

" You know tliem, perhaps ?" I exclaimed 
eagerly. " You know them .' and with that se. 
cret is connected tfa^ treatment which I am now 
receiving. It must be so, for in my life have I 
never injured any one. Tell me the cause ol 
my mufortunes, or rather, help me to my hber- 
ty, and I will reward you richly." 

" Ay, ay," replied my keeper ; " but what 
uie to give you liberty, who know nothing how 
to use U like a gentleman, but spend your time 
Tfith Quakers and fiddlers, and such hke raff? 
If I was your— hem, hem, hem." 
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Here Cristal stopped short, just on the point, 
as it appeared, when some infonnatioa was like- 
ly to escape him. I urged him once more to be 
my friend, and promised him all the stock of 
money which I had about me, and it was not in- 
ooneiderable, if be would asEOSt in my escape. 

He listened, as if to a proposition which had 
some interest, and replied, but in a voice rather 
softer than before, " Ay, but men do not catch 
(dd birds with chaff, my master. Where have 
you got the rhino you are so flush of P"* 

*' I will give you earnest directly, and that in 
bank-notes," said I ; but thrusting my band in- 
to my ^de-pocket, I found my pocket-book was 
gone. I would have persuaded myself tb^ it was 
only the numbness of my bands which prevent- 
ed my finding it ; but Cristal Nixon, who bears 
in his countenance that cynicism which is espe- 
mlly entertained with human misery, no longer 
suppressed his laughter. 

" Oh, ho ! my young master,'" he sud ; " we 
have taken good enough care you have not kqit 
the means of Imbing poor folk^s fldehty. What, 
man, they have souls as well as other people, 
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and to make them break trust is a deadly sin. 
And 38 for me, young gentleman, if you would 
fill Saint Maiy's £irk with gold, CriEtal Nix<« 
would mind them no more than so many chucky- 

StODCB." 

I would have perasted, were it but in hopes 
of his letting drop that which it concerned me to 
fcnow, but he cut off further communication, by 
deuring me to lean back in the comer and go to 
sleep. 

" Thou art cock-bruned enough already,^ he 
added, " and we shall have thy young pate ad- 
dled entirely, if you do not take some natural 
reflt." 

I did indeed require repose, if not slumber ; 
the draught which I had taken continued to 
operate, and satisfied in my own mind that no 
attempt on my life was designed, the fear of in- 
stant death no longer combated the torpor which 
crept over me — I slept, and slept soundly, but 
atill without refreshment 

Wbea I awoke, I found myself extremely in- 
disposed ; images of the past, and anticipations 
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of the future, floated confusedly through my 
brain. I perceived, however, that my dtuaticm 
was changed, greatly for the better, I was in a 
good bed, with the curtains drawn round it ; I 
heard the lowered voice, and cautious step of ab- 
tendantfi, who seemed to respect my repose ; it 
seemed as if I was in the hands'either of fiiendsf 
or of such as meant me no personal harm. - 

I can give but an indistinct account of two or 
three broken and feverish days which succeeded, 
but if they were chequered mth dreams and vi- 
nous of terror, other and more agreeable objects 
were also sometimes presented. Alan Furford 
will understand me when I say, I am convinced I 
•aw G-. M. during this interval of oblivion. I 
had medical attendance, and was bled more than 
once. I also remember a painful operation per> 
formed on my head, where I had received a se> 
vere blow cm the night of the riot My hair was 
cut sh<Ht, and the hoot of the skull examined, to 
discover if the cranium had received any injury. 

On seeing the phy^cian, it would have been 
natural to have appealed to him on the subject 



:sdi.,Google 



JODSMAL. CftA?. IV. 97 

of my coofiDement, and I remember more th«a 
fHice attempting to do so. But the fever lay like 
B spell upon my tongue, and when I would have 
implored the doctor*B assistaDce, I rambled from 
the subject, and spoke I know not what — noft. 
sense. Some power, which I was unable to r^ 
fast, seemed to impel me into a different coune 
of conversation firom what I intended, and though 
conscious, in some degree, of the failure, I could 
not mend it; and resolved, therefore, to be pa- 
tient, until my capacity of steady thought and 
expresuon was restored to me with my ordinary 
health, wluch had sustiuned a severe shodc tnta 
the viosntudes to which I had been expoaed. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DABSIE L&TIUEE''s IODKNaL, Itf CONTINUATION. 

Two or three days, perhaps more, periiaps 
less, had been spent in bed, where I was careful- 
ly attended, and treated, I believe, with as much 
judgment aa the case required, and I was at 
length allowed to quit my bed, though not the 
chamber. I was now more able to make some 
observation on the place of my confinement. 

The room, in appearance and furniture, re- 
sembled the best apartment in a farmer^s house; 
and the window, two stories bigfa, looked into a 
back-yard, or court, filled with domestic poul- 
try. There were the usual domes^ offices 
about this yard. I could distinguish the brew- 
house and.the bam, and I heard, from a more 
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remote building, the lowing of the cattle, and 
other rural sounds, announcing a large and well- 
stocked farm. These were ^ghts and sounds 
qualified to dispel any apprehension of imme- 
diate violence. Yet the building seemed ancient 
and strong, a part of Uie roof was battlemented, 
and the walls were of great thickness ; lastly, I 
observed, with some unpleasant sensations, that 
the windows of my apartment had been lately se- 
cured with iron stancheons, and that the servants 
who brought me victuals, or vi^ted my apart- 
ment to render other menial offices, always locked 
the door when they reUred. 

The comfort and cleanliness of my chamber 
were of true English growtli, and such as I had 
never.seen on the other ^de of the Tweed ; the 
very old wmnsnrf, wluch composed the floor and 
the pannelling of the room, was scrubbed with a 
d^ree of labour which the Scotch housewife 
bordly bestows on her most costly furniture. 

The whole apartment appropriated to my use 
consisted <^ the bed-room, a small parlour ad- 
jacent, within which was a still smaller closet, 
baring a narrow window, which seemed andent- 
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Ij to have been uied as a shot-hole, admitting, 
indeed, a very moderate portion of light and 
air, but without its being possible to see any- 
thing from it except tlie blue aky, and that only 
by moundng on a chair. There were appear- 
anceo of a separate entrance into this cabinet, 
besides that which communicated with the par- 
lour, but it bad been recently built up, as I dis- 
covered, by removing a pace of tapestry which 
covered the fresh masoo-work. I found some of 
my clothes here, with linen and other articles, as 
well as my writing-box, containing pen, ink, and 
paper, which enables me, at my leisure, (which, 
God knows, is undisturbed enough,) to make ttus 
record of my confiaemeat. It may be veil be- 
lieved, however, that I do not trust to the secu- 
rity of the bureau, but carry the written sheets 
about my person, so that I can only be deprived 
of them by actual violence. I also am cautious 
to write in the little cabinet only, so that I can 
hear any person approach me through the other 
apartments, and have time enough to put a^de 
my journal before they come upon me. 

The servants, a stout counby-fellow, and a 
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ntj pretty mUkmaJcUlookiDg lass, by whom I 
am attended, seem of the true Joan and Hodge 
school, thinking of little, and de«ring nothing be- 
yond the Tery limited ephere of their own duties 
or enjoyments, and having no curionty whatever 
about the aff^ra of others. Their behaviour to 
me in particular, is, at the same time, very kind 
and very provoking. My table is abundmiUy 
supplied, and tliey seem anxious to comply with 
my taste in that department. But whenever I 
make inquiiies beyond " what's for dinner," the 
brute of a lad baffles me by his anan, and his 
dUfma knate, and if hard pressed, turns his 
back on me composedly and leaves the roono. 
The g^ri, too, pretends to be as ample as he ; 
but an erdi grin, which she cannot always 
suppress, seems to acknowledge that she un- 
derstands perfectly well the game whidi sbe 
is playing, and is determined to keep me in ig- 
norance. Both of them, and the wench in par- 
ticular, treat me as they would do a spoiled 
child, and never directly refuse me anything 
which I ask, taking care, at the same time, not to 
make their words good by effectually granting my 

c,.' .1 J L, Google 



102 JOtlSNAL. CHAP. T. 

request. Thus, if I deore to go out, I am pro- 
mised hj Dorcas that I shall walk in the park at 
night and see the cows milked, just as she would 
propose such an amusement to a child. But she 
takes care never to keep her word, if it is in her 
power to do so. 

In the meantime, there has stolen on me insen. 
ubly an indifference to my &eedom^-a careless- 
ness about my situation, for which I am unahle 
to account, unless it be the consequence of weak- 
ness and loss of blood. I have read of men who, 
immured as I am, have surpiised the world by 
the address with which they have successfully 
overcome the most formidable obstacles to th«r 
escape ; and when I have heard such anecdotes, 
I have said to myself, that no one who is pos- 
sessed only of a fragment of freestone, or a rusty 
ntul, to grind down rivets and to pick locks, 
having his full leisure to employ in the task, 
need continue the inhabitant of a prison. Yet 
here I at, day aft^ day, without a angle effiot 
to effect my liberation. 

Yet my inactivity is not the result of despond- 
ency, but arises^ in part at lea^, from feelings of 
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a very difPerent cast. My story, long a myste- 
lious one, seems now upon the verge of some 
strange developemeot; andIfeelasoleiiiiiinipre«- 
sion that I ought to wait the course of eveutii, to 
strug^ against vhich is opposing my feeble ef- 
forts agunst the will of fate. Thou, my Alao, wilt 
treat aa tinudity this pasuve acqu^scence, which 
has sunk down on me like a benumbing torpor ; 
but if thou hast remembered by what visions my 
couch was hannted, and dost but fbiok of the 
probabihty that I am in the vitnnity, perhaps un- 
der the eame roof with G. M., thou wilt acknow- 
ledge that other feelings than pusillanimity have 
tended in some degree to recondle me to my 
fate. 

Still I own it b unmanly to submit with pa- 
drace to this oppres^ve confinement. My heart 
rises against it, especially when I ait down to re- 
cord my sufferings in this Journal ; and I am de- 
termined, as the first step to my deliver^ce, to 
have my letters sent to the post-house. 



R, Google 



104 JOirBNAL. CHAP. T. 

I am disappcnnted. When the gilt Dorcu, 
upon whom I hod fixed for a messenger, heaid 
me talk of sending a letter, she willingly offer- 
ed her services, and recaved the crown vhidi 
I gave her, (for my purse had not taken fli^t 
inth the more valuable contents of my pocket- 
book,) with a smile which shewed her whole set 
of white teeth. 

But when, with the purpose of guning some 
Jntelligence respecting itay present place of abode, 
I a^ed, to which post-town she was to send or 
carry' the letter, a stolid " Anan" shewed me she 
■Wat rather i^iorant of the nature of a post-office, 
or that, for the present, die chose to seem sa^ 
** Simpleton !" I siud, with some sharpness. 

" O Lord, ear F answered the prl, turning 
pale, which they always do when I shew any 
qiarks of anger, — '* Don't put yoiurself in a pas- 
oon — ni put the letter in the post" 

" What ! and not know the name of die post- 
town ?" stud I, out of patience. " How da earth 
do you propose to manage that F" 

" La you there, good master, What need 
you Irighten a poor girl that ia no scfaoUard, ba- 
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ting what she learned at the Chuity>Sduxrf c£ 
Sunt Bees r 

" Ib Sunt Bees far from this place, Dorcas ? — 
Do you send your letters there P" said I, in a man- 
ner as inunuating, and yet careless, as I could 



" Sunt Bees ! — Xaif irfio but a madman — b^- 
ging your honour's pardon — it's a matter of 
twenty years unce fader lived at Saint Bees, 
which is twenty, or forty, or I dunna know not 
how many miles &om this part, to the East,— rin 
Northumberland ; and I would not have left 
Saint Bees, but that fader ^ 

" Oh, the devil take your father 1* replied I. 

To which she answered, " Nay, but thof your 
honour be a little how-came-so, you sfaouldn^t 
damn folks' faders ; and I won't stand to it, for 
one." 

" Oh, I b^ you a thousand pardons — I wish 
your father no ill in the world— he was a very 
hopest man in his way." 

" Wat an honest man 1" she exclaimed ; for 
the Cumbrians are, it would seem, like th^ 
neighbours the Scotch, ticklish on the point of 
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atraestry, — "Hew a veij honest man as ever led 
nag with halter on bead, to Staneshaw-Bank Fair 
— Hooest ! — He is a horse-couper." 

"Hight,right,''Irepliecl; "Iknowit — Ibave 
heard of ;our father — as honest as an; borBe< 
couperof tbemalL Why, Dorcas, I mean to buy 
a horse of him." 

" Ah, jour honour," agbed Dorcas, " he ia 
the man to serve your honour veil — if ever you 
should get round agiun— or thof you were a bit 
off the hooks. He would no m(»« cheat you 

*' Well, well, we will deal, my prl, you may 
depend on't But tell me now, were I to give 
you a letter, what would you do to get it for- 
ward?" 

" Why, put it into Squire's own bag that hangs 
in hall. What else could I do P He sends it to 
Brampton, or to Carkusle, or where it pleases 
him, once a-weck, and that gate." 

** Ah !" smd I j " and I suppose your sweet- 
heart John carries it ?"" 

" Noa— disn't now— and Jan is no sweetheart 
of mine, ever unce he danced at his mother's feast 
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with Kitty Rutlege, and let me at still ; that a 
did." 

" It vras most abominable la Jan, and what I 
could never htive thought of hiro," I replied. 

" O, but a did though — a let me sit still oo 
my seat, a did." 

" Well, well, my pretty May, you will get a 
handsomer fellow than Jan — Jan's not the fellow 
for you, I see that." 

" Noa, noa," answered the damsel ; " but he 
is weel aneugh for a' that, mon. But I caiena a 
button for him ; for there is the miller's sod, that 
snitored me last Appleby Pair, when I went wi' 
oncle, is a gway canny lad, as you will see in the 
sunshine." 

" Ay, a fine stout fellow— Do you think he 
would carry my letter to Carlisle P" 

" ToCarlmsle ! 'Twouldbe all his Ufe is worth ; 
he maun wait on clap and hopper, as tbey say. 
Odd, his father would brain him if he vent to 
Carloisle, bating to wrestling for the belt, or sic 
loike. But I ha' more bachelors than him ; there 
is the schoolmaster, can write almaist aa weel as 
tou canst, mon.'" 
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" Then be is the very man to take charge ct 
a letter ; he knows the trouble of writing oDe." 

*' Ay, nuurry does he, on ton comest to that, 
mon ; only it takes him four hours to write as 
mony lines. Ton, it is a great round band loike 
that, one can read easily, and not loike your ho 
Bour''8, that are like iiiidge''B taeg. But for gang- 
ing to Carlotsle, he's dead foundered, man, as 
cripple as Eckie's mear." 

" In the name of God," sud I, *' how is it that 
you ftropose to get my letter to the post ?** 

" Why, just to put it into Squire''s bag Icdke ; 
he sends it by Crista! Nixon to post, as you call 
it, when such is his pleasure." 

Here I was then, not much edified by having 
obtained a list of Dorcas's bachelors ; and with 
respect to any information which I denred, just 
ecactly at the point where I set out It was of 
consequence to me, however, to accustmn the ^1 
to converse with me JamiUarly. If she did so, 
she could not always be on her guard, and some- 
thing, I thought, might drop from her which I 
could turn to advantage. 

'* Does not the Squire usually look into his 
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letter-bag, Dorcas P" said I, with as much iodif- 
fereace as I could assume. 

" That a does," said Dorcas ; " and a threw 
out a letter of mine to Raff Miller, because a 
said " 

" Well, well, I won't trouble him with mine," 
said I, " Dorcas ; but, instead, I will write to 
himself, Dorcas. But how shall I address him ?" 

" Anan," was agiua Dorcas's resource. 

" I mean how is he called ? — What is bis 
name?" 

" Sure your honour should know best," said 
Dorcas. 

" I know ? — The devil I — You drive me be- 
yond patience.^' 

" Noa, noa ; donna your honour go beyond 
patience— donna ye now. And for his neame, they 
ray he has maii nor ane in Weatmorelaad and on 
die Scotch ade. But he is but seldom wi' us, 
excepting in the cocking season ; and then we 
just call him Squ<nre loike ; and so do my meas- 
ter and dame." 

" And is he here at present ?" said I. 

" Not be, not be ; he is a buck-hoonting, as 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



110 JOUKMAL. CHAP. V. _ 

tbey tdl me, somewhere up the PatterdaU vaj ; 
but he comes and gangs hiike a flap of a whirl- 
wind, or ric loike.^ 

I broke off the conversatioD, after forcing on 
Dcffcas a little alv&c to buy nbboiis, with which 
gfae was so much delighted, that she exclaimed, 
" God 1 Crista] Nixon may say his worst on thee ; 
but thou art a nvil ^ntleman for all him ; and 
a qutnet man wi' woman folk loike.** 

There is no sense in being too quiet with wo- 
men folk, so I added a kiss with my crown piece ; 
and I cannot help thinking, that I have secured 
a partizan in Dorcas. At least she blushed, and 
pocketed her little compliment with one hand, 
while, with the other, she adjusted her cherty- 
coloured ribbons, a httle disordered by the strug- 
gle it cost me to attain the honour of a salute. 

As she unlocked the door to leave the apart- 
ment, she turned back, and looking on me with 
a strong expres^on of compassion, added the re- 
markable words, '* La — ^be^st mad or no, thouse a 
mettled lad, after all.^ 

There was something very ominous in the 
sound of these farewell words, which seemed to 
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oSonA me a dew (o the pcetext under which I 
was det^ed in CMifinement. My demeanour 
was probably insane enough, while I was abla- 
ted at once by the frenzy incident to the fever, 
and the anxiety inddental to my extraordinary 
ntuatbo. But fa it possible they can now esta. 
bfish any cause for confining me, arising out of 
the state of my mind P 

If this be really the pretext under which I am 
restrained from my liberty, nothing but the se- 
date correctness of my conduct can remove the 
prejudices which these drcumstances may have 
excited in the minds of all who hare approached 
me during my illness. I have heard — dreadful 
thought ! — of men who, for various reasons, have 
been trepanned into the custody of the keepers of 
private mad-houses, and whose brain, after years 
of misery, became at length unsettled, through 
irresistible sympathy with the wretched beings 
among whom they were dossed. This shall not be 
my case, if, by strong internal resolution, it is in 
human nature to avoid the action of exterior and 
contagious sympathies. 

Meantime I sat down to compose and arrange 

8 
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my thoughts, for my purposed appeal to my 
jailor — eo I most coll biin— whom I addressed in 
Ute following manner; haTingatlengtb, and after 
m^ing several copies, found language to qualify 
the sense of resentment which burned in the first 
draughts of my letter, and endeavoured to assume 
a tone more conciliating. I mentioned the two 
occasions on which he had certmnly saved my 
life, when at the utmost peril ; and I added, that 
whatever was the purpose of the restrmat .now 
practised on me, as I was given to understand, by 
his authority, it could not certunly be with any 
view to ultimately injuring me. He mig^t, I 
stud, have mistaken me for some other person; 
and I gave him what account I could of my situ- 
ation and education, to correct such an error. I 
supposed it next possible, that he might suppose 
me too weak for travelling, and not capable of 
taking care of myself ; and I begged to assure 
him, that I was restored to perfect health, and 
quite able to endure the fatigue of a journey. 
Lastly,! reminded him, in firm though measured 
terms, that the restroiat which I sustamed was an 
illegal one, and highly punishable by the laws 
17 
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which protect the hberties of the subject. I end- 
ed by demanding, that he would take me before 
a magistrate ; or, at least, thM he vould favour 
tae with a personal interview, and explain his 
meamng with respect fio me. 

Perhaps this letter was expressed in a tone too 
humble for the situation of an injured maii, alid 
I am inclined to think so vhen I agun recapitu. 
late its tenor. But what could X do ? I was in 
the power of one whose passion^ seohi as violent 
as his means of gradfytng them appear unbound- 
ed. I bad reason, too, to believe Qhis to thee, 
Alan!] that all his family cUd not approve of the 
vioience of bis conduct towards me ; my objei:!^ 
in fine, was freedom, and who would not sacrifice 
much to attun it P - 

X had no means of addresung my letter ex- 
cepting, " For the Squire's own hand." He 
could be at no great distance, for in the course 
of twenty-four hours X received an answer, It 
was addressed to Dame X^timer, and contained 
these word's:—" You have demanded an inter- 
view with me. You hare required to be carried 
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before a ma^strate. Your first 'wish ahall be 
granted-— perhaps the second also. Meanwhile, 
be assured that you are a prisoner for the time, 
by sufficient authcvitj, and that such authority 
is supported by sufficient power. Beware, there- 
fore, of struggling with a force sufficient to crush 
you, but abandon yourself to that train of events 
by which we are both swept along, and which it 
is impoauble that either of us can reast." 

These mysterious words were without ogna- 
ture of any kind, and left me nothing more im- 
portant to do than to prepare myself for the 
meeting which they proinised. For that purpose 
I must now break oiT, and make sure of the ma- 
nuscript, — so far as I can, in my present condi- 
tion, be sure of any thing,— 4)y concealing it with- 
in the limng of my,coatf so as not to be found 
without strict search. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



DABBIE LATIUSn B JDUBMAI., IN CONTINITATIOH. 

The important interriew expected at the con< 
durioQ of my last took place soooer than I ex- 
pected ; for the very day I recaved the letter, 
and just vhen my little dinner was finished, the 
Squire, or whatever he is called, enteied the toon 
BO suddenly, that I almost thought I bdeld an 
appariuon. The figure of thia man is pecutiar- 
ly Dohle and stately, and his voice has that deep 
fulness of accent which implies unressted autho- 
rity. I had TiBea involuntarily as he entered ; we 
gazed on each other tor a moment in silence, 
which was at length broken by my viutor. 

" You have de^red to see me," he said. " I 
am here ; . if you have aught to say, let me heat 
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it; my time il too brief to be c(»uumed in child. 
iah dumb show." 

" I would ask of you,^ wd I, " by what au- 
thraity I am detained in this place of ctmfioement 
and for what purpose P" 

" I have told you already," said he, " that Ay 
authority is sufficient, and my power equal to it ; 
this is all which it is necessary for you at pre- 
HDt to know." 

" Every British subject has a right to know 
why he sufers restraint,*' I replied ; " nor can 
he be deprived o£ libnly without a legal warrant 
•v-Shew me that by which you confine me thus.'' 

" You diall see more," he said ; " you shall 
sec the m^iistrate by whom it is granted, and 
that without a moment'* delay." 
- Tbia sudden fwoposal fluttered and alanned 
aw; I fek, nevertheless, that I had the ri^t 
«ause, and resolved to plead it boldly, although 
Z could well have deored a little further time for 
{mpaiation. He turned, however, threw ofea 
the door (tf the apartment, and oommanded me 
to (tiiam him. I fdt some indinalion, when I 
1 the thrediold of my fHison-diamber, to 
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hate tonied and tan for it, bnt I knew Dot wbeie 
to find the stain — bad reason to think the outer> 
doors vould be secured— and, to conclude, so 
soon as I had stepped out of the room to folk* 
the proud step of mj ctHiductor, I obeetred that 
I was dc^^d by Criatal Nixon, #bo snddenlj 
appeared within two paces of me, and with whose 
great personal strength, independent of the a»- 
ustance he might have reoNved firom his Blaster, 
I saw no chaooe of contending. I there£ne fbl^ 
towed, unresfltiDgly, and io slence, along one 
or two pasAges oi much greats lengtli thM 
cobnated with the ideas Ihad prerioiuly ^tOr 
tained of the aze of the hoUse. At length a door 
was flung open, and we entered a tai^ old> 
fashioned parlour, having coloured glass in the 
windows, oaken pannelliag on the wall, a huge 
grate decked with holly and msenury imder a 
large arched chipm^-fnece (d stone, which bore 
some armonal achiflrements, whilst the walls 
wexe adorned with the usual number of heroes 
in annour, with large wigs instead of helmets, 
and ladies in sacques, smelling to nos^ys. 
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Behind a large table, oa which were several 
btx^i, sat a Emart underbred-looking man, wear* 
tbg his own hiur tied in a club, and who, from 
the quire of paper laid before him, and the pen, 
which he handled at my entrance, seemed pr^ 
pared to offidate as clerk. As I wish to de- 
scribe these persons as acxnirately as poss^le, I 
m&y add, he wore a dark-coloured coat, cordurojr 
Iwveches, and spatterdashes. At the upper end 
of the same table, in an ample easy-chur, covered 
with black leather, reposed a fat personage, about 
fifty years old, who either was actually a country 
jiwlke, or was well selected to represent sucii a 
-character. His leathern breeches were faultless 
in make, his jockey boots qmtlessin thevamidi, 
and a handsome and flouiwhing pur of boot- 
garters, as they are called, united the one part of 
his garments to the other ; in fine, a richly4aced 
«earlet wustcoat, wid a purple coat, set off the 
neat though corpulent figure of the little man, 
:aiid threw an addition^ bloom upon his pletho- 
ric aspect. I suppose he had dined, for it was 
two hours past noon, and he was amuung hun- 
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self, and aidjng digestion, vith a pipe of to-' 
bacco. There waa an lur of importance in his 
manoer which correepooded to the rural dignity 
of his exterior, and a habit which be had oC 
^irowing out a number of iuterjectuwal sounds, 
uttered with strange variety of intonation, nut, 
ning &om bass up to treble in a very extraw- 
dinary manner, or breaking his sentences with a 
whiff of his pipe, seemed adopted to ^ve an air 
of tbougbt and mature deliberation to his ofi- 
nious and decisions. Notwithstanding all this^ 
Alan, it might be dooted, as our old Professor 
used to say, whether the JusUce was anything 
more than an ass. Certiuaiy, beudes a great 
deference for the l^al opinion of his clerk> which 
might be quite according to the order of things* 
he seemed to be wonderfully under the coounand 
of his Iwotber Squire, if squire either of them 
was, and indeed mud) more than was cunnslent 
with BO much assumed consequence. 

" Ho — ha — ay — so — so — Hum — humph — this 
is the young man, I suppose— Hum— ay— seemK 
sickly — Youug gentleman, you may ^t down.* 

I used the permis^n ^ven, for I had been 
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imdi more reduced bj mj illness than I ww 
aware of, and felt tayadS really fatigued, evea 
by the few paoa I had walked, JMned to the 
a^tation I luffercd. 

** And your nain^ yomg maof is-»Juim^i^ 
ay — h»— what is it ?" 

" DarsiB Latimer ." ... 

" B^ht—4y— humph — very n|^ Darue 
Latimer is the very things— h*' ■■ay— wbge do 
you comefrtxnp" 

" Fran Scotland, sir," I replied. 

** A native of Scotland— « — humph-odi— how 
is it?* 

'* I am on En^iahman by Inrtb, sir." 

** B^bt — ay—yea, you are so. But pray, Mr 
Danoe IiBtimer^ h&ve you always been called by 
that name, or have you any other ?— Nick, write 
down his answers, Nick * 

** As far as I remember, I never bore any 
other," was my answer. 

*• How, DO } — ^well, I should not have thought 
so^^Hey, neighbour, would you ?" 

Here he looked towards the other Squire, who 
had thrown himself carelessly into a chair; and, 
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with hifl legs stretched out before huD» and hia 
arms folded on hia bosom, fleemed caieleBaly at> 
tesding to wbait was gang forward. He uu 
swered the appeal of the Justice hf aajing, that 
perhaps the youog man's memory did not go 
back to a very early period. 

" Ab — eh — ha<— you hear the gentleman — 
Pray, how far may your memory be pleased to 
run back to ?— ^imph." 

'* Perhaps, ur, to the age of three years, or a 
little farther." 

" And mil you presume to say, ur,'" said the 
Squire, drawing himself suddenly erect in his 
seat, and exerting the strmgth of his powerful 
vdoet " that you then bore your present 

I was startled at the confidence with which 
this question was put, and in vun rummaged 
my memory for the means of raying. " At 
least," I sud, " I always remember bdi^ called 
Darne ; children, at that early age, seldcxn get 
more than their Chiistian name." 

" O, I thought so," he replied, and again 
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stretched himself on his seat, in the same louik 
ging posture as before. 

*' So you were called Daisie in your infancy," 
said the Justice ; " and — bum — ay— when did 
you first take the name of LaUm^ P* 

*' I did not take it, sir ; it was ^ven to me." 

" I a^ you," said the lord of the mandon, but 
with less severity in his voice than form^y, 
** whether you can rememb^ that you were 
ever called Latimer, until you had that nune 
g^ven you in Scotland }"" 

*' t will be candid : I cannot recollect an in- 
stance that I was so called when in England, 
but nether can I recollect when the name was 
first given me ; and if anything is to be fouttded 
on these queries and my answers, I de^re my 
early childhood may be taken into considera- 
tion." 

" Hum— ay — yes,'' said the Justice; " all 
that requires conad«ati(m ^all be duly conud^- 
ed. Young man — eh — I beg to know the name 
of your father and mother ?" 

This was galling a wound that has featefed for 
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yean, sod I did not endure the question bo pa- 
tiently as those which preceded it ; but rqilied, 
<* I demand, in my turn, to know if I am be- 
fore an Soglish Justice of the Peace?" 

"His wordiip Squire Poxley, of Foxley Hall, 
has been of the quorum these twenty years,^ ssud 
Master Nicholas. 

" Then he ought to know, or you, sir, as bis 
clerk, should inform him," sud I, " that I am 
the complfuner in this case, aod that mycomplaint 
ought to be heard before I am subjected to cross- 
examinaUon." 

" Humph— 4ioy — what, ay — there is some- 
thing in that, nnghbour," said the poor Justice, 
who, blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
seemed desirous to attain the sanction of his Itf o- 
iber Squire. 

" I wonder at you, Foxley," said his firm- 
minded acquaintance ; " bow can you render the 
youDg man justice unless yon know who he is P" 

** Ha — ^yes — egad that's true," said Mr Jus- 
tice Foxley ; " and now — looking into the matter 
more closely— there is, eh, upon ^e whole— no- 
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thing at all in what he says — w, tor, yon miut (ell 
your fadier'fi name, and surname.^ 

" It is out of mj power, sir ; they are not 
known to me, since you must needs know 80 
much of my private afiairs." 

The Justice collected a great qfflaiua in his 
cheeks, which puffed them up hke those of a 
Dutch cherubim, while his eyes seemed flying 
out of his head, from the effort witii which he 
tetuned his breath. He then blew it forth with, 
— " Whew !— >Hoom — poof — ha ! — act know 
your parents, youngster P — Then I must coounit 
you for a vagrant, I warrant you. Omae igTto- 
tuvi pro terriAili, aa we used to aaj at Apfdeby 
school ; that is, every tme that is not known to 
the Justice, is a n^ue and a vagabond, Ha .'— 
ay, you may sneer, sir ; but I question if you 
would have known the meaning of that Latin, 
unless I had lold you.** 

I acknowledged myself obliged for a new edi- 
ixn (^ the adage, and an interjn^tation which I 
could never have reached akme and unasasted. 
I then proceeded to state my case with greater 
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eoDfideace. The Justice was an afl«, that was 
clear ; but it was scarcely possible he could be so 
utterly ignorant as not to know -vhtit was neces- 
sary in so plun a case as mine. I ther^ore in- 
formed him of the riot which had been commiU 
ted on the Scottish side of the Solway Frith ; ex- 
{Gained how I catne to be placed in my present 
situation ; and requested of his worship to set me 
at lU)eity. I pleaded my cause with as much 
earnestness as I could, casting an eye &om time 
to time upon the opposite party, vho seemed en- 
drely indifferent to all the ammation with which 
I accused him. 

As for the Justice, whm at length I bad 
ceased, as really not knowing i^at more to say 
in a <98e so very plain, he replied, " Ho — ay — 
ay— yefi — ^wonderful 1 and so this is all the gra. 
titude you shew to this good gentleman for the 
great charge and trouble he hath had with re- 
tpeet to and concerning of you ¥" 

" He saved my life, sir, I acknowledge, on one 
oocamon certainly, and most probably on two; 
hot his having done so gives him no right over 
my parson. I am not, however, asking for any 
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puDuhmcnt or revenge ; od the oontrary, I am 
content to part friends with the gentleman, whoee 
motives I am uawitling to suppose are bad, 
Uiougfa bis actions have been, towards me, un* 
authorized and violenL" 

This moderation, Alan, thou wilt comprehend, 
•wta not entirely dictated by my feeUngs towards 
the individual of whom I complained ; there 
were other reasons, in which regard for him had 
little ^lare. It seemed, however, as if the mild- 
ness with whidi I pleaded my cause had more ef- 
fect upon him than anything I had yet said. He 
was moved to the point of being almost out of 
countenance ; and took snuff repeatedly, as if to 
gain time to stifle some d^rce of emotion. 

But on Justice Foxley, on whom my eloquence 
was particularly designed to make impresmon, 
the result was much less favourable. He con- 
sulted in a whisper with Mr Nicholas his clerk 
—pshawed, hemmed, and elevated his eyebrows, 
OS if in scorn of my supplication. At length, 
having apparently made up his mind, be leaned 
back in his chair, and smoked his pipe with great 
energy, with a. look of defiance, deigned to 
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make me aware that all my reasoning wasiost on 
bita. 

At length, when I stopped, more from lack of 
breath than wan t of ailment, he opened his ma- 
cular jaws, and made the following reply, inter- 
rupted bj his usual interjectional ejaculations, 
and by long volumes of smoke : — *' Hem — ay — 
eh— poof— And, youngster, do you think Mat- 
thew Foxley, who has been one of the quorum 
for these thirty years, is to be come over with 
such trash as would hardly cheat an apple-wo. 
man? — Poof — poof— eh ! — Why, man— eh— 
doest thou not know the charge is not a biulable 
matter — and tliat>— ^hum — ay — the greatest man 
— ^poof — the Baron of Graystock himself, must 
stand committed P and yet you pretend to have 
been kidnapped by tlus gentleman, and robbed 
of property, and what not ; and— ^h-^Mof— you 
would persuade me all you want is to get away 
from him— I do believe — eh— that it i« all you 
wanL Therefore, as you are a sort of a slip-string 
gentleman, and— ay — hum — a kind of idle ap- 
prentice, and something cock-bruned withal, as 
the booest folks of the house tell me— why, you 
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of the brow above the eyes became livid and al- 
most black, and were bent into a semi-circular, or 
rather elliptical form, above the junction of the 
^e-browB. I had heard such a look deacribed 
in an old tale of lUaHerie, wfajcb it was my chance 
to be entertained with not long since ; when this 
deep and gloomy contortion of the frontal mus^ 
des was not unfitly described, as forming Uie re- 
, presentatKHi of a small hwse-shoe. 

The tal^ when told^ awaked a dreadful virion 
of in&ncy, which the withering and blighting 
hwk now fixed on me ogun forced on XBy recol- 
lection, but with' much more vivadty. Indeed I 
was Bo much surprised, and, I must add, terrified, 
at the vague ideas which were awakened in my 
mind by this fearful rign, that I kept my eyes 
fixed on the face in which it was exhibited, as on 
a ftigbtful virion ; qdUI, paaring lus haiidkensbief 
a moment across his countenance, this mysterious 
man relaxed at once the look which had for me 
something so i^jpalUng. " The young man will 
no longer deny that he bos seen me before," sud 
he to the Justice, in a tone of complacency ; 
" and I trust he will now be recondled to my 
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temporary guardian ship, which may end hetter 
for him than he expects.*' 

" Whatever I expect," I replied, gummoiuDg 
my scattered recollection together, '* I see I sin 
neither to expect j usdce nor protection from thia 
gentleman, whose office it is to render both to the 
lieges. For you, sir, how strangely you have 
wrought yourself into the fate of an unhappy 
youi^ man, or what interest you can pretend in 
me, you yourself only can expliun. That I have 
seen you before, is certun ; for none can forget 
the look with which you seeiA to have the power 
of bUghting those upon whom you cast it." 

The Justice seemed not very easy under this 
hint. " Ha I — ay," he siud ; " it is time to be 
going, naghbour. I have a many miles to ride, 
and I eore not to ride darkling in these parts.— 
Vou and I, Mr Nicholas, must be jogging." 

The Justice fumbled with his gloves, in endea- 
vouring to draw them on hastily, and Mr Nicho- 
las bustled to get his great-coat and whip. Thar 
landlord endeavoured to detun them, imd spoke 
of supper and beds. Both pouring forth many 
thanks for his invitation, seemed 48 if they would 
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■tretched himself on bis seat, in the same loun- 
ging poBture OS before. 

*' So you were called Darsie in your infancy," 
said die Justice ; " and^hum— «y— when did 
you first take the name t^ Latimer ?" 

" I did not take it, sir ; it was ff^ea. to me." 

*' I ask you," said the lord of the manuon, but 
with less severity in his voice than formerly, 
" whether you can remember that you were 
ever called Latimer, until you had that name 
^ven you in Scotland ?" 

" 1 will be candid : I cannot recollect an in- 
stance that I was so called when in England, 
but neither can I recoUect when the name was 
first given me ; and if anything is to be founded 
on these queries and my answers, I desire my 
early childhood may be taken into considera- 
tion." 

*' Hum—ay — ^yes," said the Justice; " all 
that requires con^deration shall be duly consider- 
ed. Young man — eh — I beg to know the name 
of your father and mother i" 

This was galling a wound that has festered for 
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years, and I did not endure the qucBtion so pa> 
tieDtlj afi those which preceded it ; but reiplied, 
" I detnand, in my turn, to know if I am he- 
fore aa Saglish Justice of the Peace F^ 

"His worship SquiieFoxleyjofFoxIeyHall, 
has been of the quorum these twenty years,'' siud 
fliaster Nicholas. 

" Then he ought to know, or you, sir, as his 
clerk, should inform him," siud I, *' that I am 
the compliuner in this case, aod that my complaint 
ought to be heard before I am subjected to cross" 
examination." 

" Humph-Hioy— what, ay — there is some- 
thing in that, neighbour," eaid the poor Justice, 
who, blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
seemed de^rous to attun the sanction of his bro- 
ther Sqube. 

*' I wonder at you, Foxley," said his firm- 
minded acquaintance ; " how can you render the 
young man justice unless you kjww who he is P" 

*' Ha— yes— egad that's true," said Mr Jus- 
tice Foxley ; '* and uow — looking into the matter 
more closely — there is, eh, upon the whole — no- 
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imoertain rank in sodety, I mil make amends by 
bearing my present real odveruty mth patience 
and courage, and, if I can, even vith gaiety. 
What can they^-dare they, do to me ?— Foxley, 
I am persuaded, is a real Justice of Peace, and 
country gentleman of estate, though (wonderful 
to tell !) he is an as8 notwithstanding ; and his 
functionary in the drab coat must have a shrewd 
guess at the consequences of being accessory to 
an act of murder or kid napping. Men invite not 
such witnesses to deeds of darkness. I have also, 
— Alan, I have hopes, arising out of the family of 
the oppressor himself. I am encouraged to be- 
lieve that G. M. is likely again to enter on the 
field. More I dare not here say ; nor must I 
drop a hint which another eye than thine might 
be able to construe. Enough, my feelings are 
lighter than they have been ; and though fear 
and wonder are still around me, they are unable 
entirely to overcloud the horizon. 

Even when I saw the spectral form of the old 
scare-crow of the Parliament-House rush into the 
apartment where I had undergone so ungular an 
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exftmination, I thougbt of thy coanoclion with 
bim, and could almost have parodied Lear — 

Deith 1 — nn ttiing Gould hATc tfaiu aobdiud luturt 
To inch a lowsoi, but bi* " leuncd l&wfOB." 

He was e'en as we have seen bim of yore, Mao, 
when, rather to keep tby company than to follow 
my own bent, I formerly frequented the halls of 
justice. The only addition to )ub dress, in the 
capacity of a traveller, was a pair of boots, that 
looked M they might have seen the field of She> 
riff-moor ; so large and heavy, that, lied as they 
were to the creature's wearied hams with large 
bunches of worsted tape of various cokiun, they 
looked as if he had been dra^ng them akmg 
either far a wager, or by way of poiance. 

R^^ardless of the surprised looks of the party 
aa whom be thus intruded himself, Peter blun- 
dered into the middle of the iqurtment, wiUi hb 
head chained like a ram's in the act of butting, 
and saluted them thus :— 

" Glide day to ye, gude day to your honours 
— Is^ here they sell the fii^ warrants P" 

I observed that, on his entrance, my friend— or 
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rew himself back, and placed himself as 
if he would rather avcud attractiag the obserrft- 
tion of the new-comer. I did the same myself, 
as far as I was able ; for I thought it likely 
that Mr Peebles might recognize me, as in- 
deed I was too frequently among the group of 
- young juridical aspirants who used to amuse 
themselves by putting cases for Peter's solution, 
and playii^ him worse tricks ; yet I was uncer- 
tain whether I had better avail myself of our ac- 
quuntance to have the advantage, such as it 
might be, of his evidence before the magistrate, 
or -whether to make him, if poenUe, bear^ of a 
letter which might procure me more e0ectual as- 
sistance. I resolved, therefore, to be guided by 
circumstances, and to watch carefully that no- 
thing might escape me. I drew back as far as I 
could, and even reconncdtred the door and pas- 
sage, to consult whether absolute escape might 
not be practicable. But there paraded Crista! 
Nixon, whose little black eyes, sharp as those i^ 
a basilisk, seemed, the instant when they enroun- 
tered with mine, to penetrate my purpose. 
I sat down, as much out of sight of all 
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parties as>I could, and listened to the dialogue 
which followed— a dialc^ue how much mor^ in- 
teresting to me than any I could have concaved, 
in which Peter Peebles was to be one of the Dra- 
maUa Peraonoe ! 

" Is it here where ye sell the warrants P— the 
fugies, je ken ?" said Peter. 

'* Hey — eh — what !" said Justice Foxley ; 
*' what the devil does the fellow mean ? — What 
would you have a warrant for P" 

" It is to apprehend a young lawyer that is in 
meditatione^/iigce ; for he has taen roy memorial 
and pleaded my cause, and a good fee I gave 
him, and as muckle brandy as he could drink that 
day at his f^er'a house— he looes tbe brandy 
ower weel for sae youthful a creature." 

" And what has this drunken young dog of a 
lawyer done to you, tliat you are come to m e — eh 
— 4ia P Has he robbed you P Not unlikely if he 
be a lawyer—^ — Nick — ^ha ?'" said Justice Fox- 
ley. 

" He has robbed me of himself, sir," answer- 
ed Peter ; " of his help, comfort, «d, mainte' 
nance, and asustancc, whilk, as a counsel to a 
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elknt, he is bound to yield me raUone officii — 
that is it, ye see. He has pouched my fee, and 
dninken a mutchkin of brandy, and now he's 
owec the march, and left my cause, half von 
half lost — as dead a heat as e'er was run ower the 
back>sands. Now, I was advised by some cun- 
ning laddies that are used to crack a bit law wi' 
me in the House, that the best thing I could do 
was to take heart o* grace and set out after him ; 
so I have taken post on my lun shanks, foieby 
a cast in a cart or the like. I got wind of him 
in Dumfries, and now I have run him over to 
the English nde, and I want a fu^ warrant 
against faim." 

How did my heart throb at this informatioil, 
dearest Alan I Thou art near me then, and I well 
know with what kind purpose ; thou hast aban- 
doned all to fly to my assistance ; and na 
wonder that, knowing thy fnendship and fiulh, 
thy sound sagadty and persevering disposition,. 
*' my bosom's lord should now ^t lightly on his 
throne;'' that'gaiety shouldalmostinvoluntarily 
hover on my pen ; and that my heart should 
beat like that of a general, responsive to the 
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drums of his advancing ally, without irbose help 
the battle must have been loat. 

I did not suffer myself to be startled by this 
j oyous surprise, but continued to bend my strict. 
est attention to what followed amiHig.this an- 
gular party. That Poor Peter FeeUes had been 
put upon this wild-goose chose, by some of his 
juvenile advisers in the Parliament House, be 
himself had intimated ; but he spoke witli much 
confidence, and the Justice, who seemed to have 
some secret apprehenraon of being put to trouble 
in the mattery and, as sometimes occurs on the 
English frontier, a jealousy lest the superior 
acuteness of the northern neighbours might over- 
reach their own simplituty, turned to his clerk 
with a perplexed countenance. 

" Eh— oh — Nick — d — n thee — Hast thou got 
nothing to soy? This is more Scotch law, I 
take it, and more Scotchmen. (Here he cast a 
side-glance at the owner of the mansion, and 
winked to bis clerk.) I would Solway were as 
deep as it is wide, and we had then some chance 
of keeping of them out." 
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Niched (xmvened an instant ande with the 
supplicant, and then reported ; — 

" The man wants a border>warrant, I think ; 
hut they are only granted for debl^^iow he 
mmts ooe to catch a lawyer.* 

" And what ftw no ?" answered Peter Peeblea, 
doggedly ; " what for no, I would be glad to. 
ken ? If a day's labourer refuse to work, ye'Il 
grant a warrant to gar him do out bis daurg 
— if a wench quean rin away from . ber haVsC, 
ye*ll send her bock to her heuck again — if sae ^ 
mickle as a coallier or a salter make a. moonlight 
flitlJDg, ye will cleek Hm by the back-spaul in a 
minute of time,— and yet the damage canna 
amount to mair than a creelful of cools, and a 
forpit or twa of saut; and here is a chield taka 
leg from his engagemrat, and damages me to the 
tune of sax thousand punds sterling ; that is, 
three thousand that I should win, and three 
thousand mair that I am hke to Jose ; and you 
thatca'' yourself a jusUce canna help a puir man 
to catch the riu-away ? A bonnie-like justice I 
am like to get among ye !" 
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" The fellow must be drunk," stud the clerk. 

" Black-fastiiig from all but un," replied the 
supplicant ; " I havena had m^ than a mouth- 
ful of cauld water eince I passed the Border, and 
de'41 a ane of ye is like to say to me, ' Dog, will 
ye drink ?' " 

The Justice seemed moved by this appeal. 
" Hem — tush man," replied he ; " thou speak^st 
to us 08 if thou wert in presence of one of thine 
own be^arly justices-— get down stairs— get 
something to eat, man, (with penmssion of my 
&iend to make so free in his house,) and a mouth- 
ful to drink, and I will warrant we get ye such 
justice as will please ye." 

" I winna refuse your neighbourly offer," said 
Poor Peter Peebles, making his bow ; " mickle 
grace be wi' your honour, and wisdom to guide 
ye in this extraordinary cause.** 

When I saw Peter Peebles about to retire 
from the room, I could not forbear an effort to 
obtain from him such evidence as might give 
me some credit with the Justice. I stepped for- 
ward, therefore, and, saluting him, asked him 
if he remembered me ? 
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After aBtareortwo,andaIong|nDdi bfsnulF, - 
recollection seemed suddenly to dawo on Peter 
Peebles. "Recollect ye The said; "by my troth 

do I Haud him a grip, gentlemen — constablei, 

keep bim fast— where that ill-deedy hempy U, 
ye are sure that Alan Faizford is not far oflT.— 
Haud him fast. Master Constable ; I change ye 
wT him, for I am mistaen if he is not at the bot- 
tom of this rin-awft business. He was aye getting 
the rally callant Alan awa wi' ^gs, and horse, 
and the like of that, to Koslin, and Preston-pans, 
' and a' the idle gates he could think of. He^s a 
rin-awa apprentice, that ane.^ 

" Mr Peebles," I said, " do not do me wrong. 
I am sure you can say no harm of me justly, 
but can satisfy these gentlemen, if you will, that 
lam a student of Ian in Edinburgh — Darsie La- 
timer by name.^ 

" Me satisfy > how can I satisfy the gentle- 
men,^ answered Peter, " that am sae far from 
being satisfied mysellP I ken naetbiog about your 
name, and can only testify, nihii novit in cawa.'" 

" A pretty witness you have brou^t forward 
in your favour," sdd Mr F<»ley. " But — ha — 
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ay — rU aek him a question or two — Pray, friend, 
will you take your oath to this youth bong a ruik 
away apprentice P" 

*' Sir," said Peter, ** I will make oath to ony- 
thing in reason ; when a case comes to my oath 
ife a won cause : But I am in some haste to piie 
your w(n:ship''s good cheer i" for Peter hod be- 
come much more respectful in his demeanour to- 
wards the Justice, since he had heard some inti- 
mation of dinner. 

" You riiallhave— eh — hum— ay_a belly-fu]j, 
if it be possible to £11 it. First let me know if 
this young man be really what he pretends. — 
Nick, make his aflSdavit." 

" Ow, he is just a wood harum-Bcarum crea- 
ture, that wad never take to bis studies ; — daft, 
or, clean daft." 

*< Deft !' said the Jusdce ; " what d^e mean 
by deft— eb ?" 

** Just Fifish," replied Peter; "wowff— awee 
bit by the East-Nook or sae ; it^s a common case 
— the ae half of the warld thinks the Mother daft 
I have met with fidks in my day, that thought I ■ 
was daft mysell ; and, for my put, I think our 
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Court of Session clean daft, tbat have had the 
great cause of Peebles against Planestanes before 
them for this score of years, and have never been 
able to ding the bottam out of it yet," 

** I cannot make out a word of his cursed 
brogue," stud the Cumbrian justice ; " can you, 
n^hbour — eh ? What can he mean by dffi f 

<* He means mad," sajd the pat^ appealed to, 
thrown off his guard by impatience of this pro- 
tracted discussion. 

" Ye have it — ^ye have it," said Peter ; " that 
is, not clean skivie, hut ^ 

Here he stopped, and fixed bU eye on the per- 
son he addressed with an air of jcr^ul recogni- 

tion *< Ay, ay, Mr Herries v£ Birrenswork, is 

this your ainsell in blood and bane ? I thought 
ye bad been hanged at Kenntngton Common, or 
Huriebie, or some of these places, after the bonny 
jdoy ye made in the forty-five." 

" I believe you are mistaken, friend," said 
Herries, sternly, with whose name and defiigDt< 
tion I was thus made unexpectedly acquunted. 
■ " The de*il a bit," answered the undaunted 
Peter Peebles ; " I mind yo wcel, for ye lod- 
1 
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ged in my bouse the great year of fony-&n, 

for a great year it was ; the Grand B«belltoii 
broke out, and my cause — the great cause — Pee- 
bles against Planestaaes^ et per contra — vas call- 
ed ia the beginning of the winter Session, and 
would have been beard, but that there was a sur- 
cease of justice, with your plaidB,8nd your piping, 
and your nonsense." 

" I tell you, fellow," sud Hories, yet more 
fiercely, " you have confused me with some td 
the other furniture of your crazy pate." 

*' Speak like a gentleman, sir," answered Pee- 
bles ; " these are not legal phrases, Mr Herries of 
Birrenswork. Speak in form of Jaw, or I salt bid 
ye gude day, sir. I have nae pleasure in speaking 
to proud folks, though I am willing to answer any- 
thing in a I^;al way ; so if you are for a crack about 
auld longsyne, and the splorea that you and Cap- 
tain Redgimlet used to breed in my house, and 
the girded cask of brandy that ye draiik and 
ne'er thought of paying for it, (not that I mind- 
ed it mickle in thae days, though I have .felt a 
lack of it sin syne,) why, I will waste an hour 

vol.. II. K 
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on ye at (Hiy time And where is Captain Bed- 
gimlet now i he was a wild chap, like yoursell, 
Birrensworli. I trust ye hae gotten out your 
pardon, though they are nae Bae keen after you 
poor bodies for these some years bygane; the 
heading and hanging is weel ower now— awful 
job— awful job — ^will ye try my sneeshingp" 

He concluded bis desultory speech by thrust- 
ing out his large bony paw, filled with a Scotch 
mull of huge dimensions, which Herries, who 
had been stan^g like one petrified by the as- 
surance of this unexpected address, rejected with 
a contemptuous motion of his hand, which spilled 
some of the contents of the box. 

" Aweei, aweel," said Peter Peebles, totally 
unabated by the repulse, " eVn as ye like, a 
wilful man maun hae his way ; but," he added, 
stooping down and endeavouring to gather the 
spilled snuff from the polished floor, " I canna 
afford to lose mj sneeshing for a' that ye are 
gumple-foisted wi' me." 

My attention had been keenly awakened, 
during this extraordinary and unexpected scene. 
I watched^ with as much attention as my own 
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BgitatioQ permitted me to conimaDd, the effect 
produced on tbe parties concerned. It was evi- 
dent that OUT friend, Peter Peebles, had unwari- 
ly made some discovery which altered the senti- 
ments of Justice Foxley and his clerk towards 
Mr Herries, mth whom, until he was known and 
acknowledged under that name, they had ap- 
peared to be so intimate. Thc^ talked mth 
each other a^e, looked at a paper or two which 
the clerk selected from the contents of a huge 
black pocket-book, and seemed, under the in- 
fluence of fear and uncertainty, totally at a loss 
what line of conduct to adopt 

Herries made a different and a far more inte< 
resting figure. HoweTer little Peter Peebles 
might resemble the angel Ithuriel, the appear- 
ance of Herries, his high and ecomfiil demeanour, 
vexed at what seemed detection, yet fearless of 
the consequences, and regarding the whispering 
ma^strate and his clerk with looks in which con- 
tempt predominated over anger or anxiety, bore, 
in my opinion, no slight resemblance to 

^^^ the ngil port 
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with which the poet haa ioveated the discoreted 
King of the powers of the air. 

As he glanced round, with a look which be 
had endeavoured to omipose to hauj^t; indi& 
ference, his eye eocountered mine,and, I thought, 
at the first glance sunk beneath it. But he in- 
stantly rallied lus natural s[nrit, and returned 
me one of those extraordinary looks, by whicbhe 
could contdrt so strangely the wrinkles on his 
forehead, I started; but, angry at myself for my 
pusHammity, I answered him by a look of the 
same kind, and catching the reflection of my 
countenance in a large antique mirror which stood 
before me, I started again at the real or ima- 
ginary resemblance which my countenance, at 
that m<Hnent, bore to that of Hcrries. Surely 
my fate is somehow strangely interwoieQ with 
that of this strange and mysterious individua). 
I bad no time at present to speculate upon the 
subject, for the subsequent conversation demand- 
ed all my attentitm. 

The Justice addressed Hemes, after a pause 
of about five minutes, in which all parties seem- 
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ed at some loss how to proceed. He spoke with 
embarrassment, and his faltering voice, and the 
long intervals which divided his sentences, seem- 
ed to ini^cate fear of him whom he addressed. 

" Noghbour," he said, " I could not have 
thought this ; or, if I— eh— did tlunk — in a cor- 
ner of mj own mind as it were — that you, I say 
—that you might have unluckily engaged in— eh 
— the matter of the forty-Sve — there was still 
time to have forgot all that" 

*' And is it so singular that a man should have 
been out in the forty-five?" siud Heriies, with 
contemptuous composure ; — " your father, I 
think, Mr Foxley, was out with Derwentwater in 
the fifteen." 

*' And lost half of his estate," answered Fox- 
ley, with more raindity than usual ; " and was 
very near^-hem— being hanged into the boot. 
But this is — another guess job— for — eh — fifteen 
is not forty-five ; and my father had a remisuon, 
and you, I take it, have none." 

" Perhaps I have," sdd'Herries, indifferently ; 
" or if I have not, I am hut in the case of half 
a dozen othere whom government do not think 
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worth looking atta at this tjme of day, bo they 
give no offence or difiturbaiice." 

" But you hare given both, ur," sud Nicho- 
las Faggot, the clerk, who, having some pet^ 
jwovindal ^tuation, as I have since understood, 
deemed himself bound to be zeahius for govem- 
inenL " Mr Justice FokIcj cannot be answer- 
abk for letting you pass free, now your name 
and surname have been spoken plainly out 
There are warrants out agtunst you from the Se-' 
cretary of State's office." 

*' A proper allegation, Mr Attorney ! th^, at 
the distance of so many years, the Secretary oi 
State should trouble himself about the unfortu- 
nate relics of a ruined cause,'" answered Mr 
Herries. 

" But if it be so,^ Baid the clerk, who seemed 
to assume more confidence upon the composure 
of Henies'^B demeanour; " and if cause has been 
^ven by the craiduct of a gentleman himself, who 
hath been, it is alleged, raking up old matters, 
and mixing them with new subjects of disaffec- 
tion— I say, if it be Bo, I should advise the party, 
in his wisdom, to surrender himself quietly into 
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the-lavful custody of the nest Justice of Peace 
—Mr Foxley, suppose— where, and by vhom, the 
matter should be r^^Iarly inquired into. I am 
only putting a case," he added, watching with 
apprehension the effect which his words wne 
like to produce upon the party to whom they 
were addressed. 

" And were I to receive such advice," siud 
Henies, -mth the same composure a? before — 
'* putting the case, ns you say, Mr Faggot — I 
should request to see the warrant which coun- 
tenanced such a scandalous proceeding." 

Mr Nicholas, by way of answer, placed in his 
hand a paper, and seemed anxiously to expect 
the consequences which were to ensue. Mr 
Herries looked it over with the same equammi. 
ty as before, and then continued, " And were 
such a scrawl as this presented to me in my own 
house, I would throw it into the chimney, and Mr 
Faggot upon the top of it." 

Accordingly, seconding the word with the ac- 
tion, be flung the warrant into the fire with one 
hand, and fixed the other, with a stern and irre- 
siguble gripe, on the breast of the attmney, who. 
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totally unable to contend with him, in either per- 
taaal strength or mental energy, trembled like a 
chicken in the ravai's clutch. He got <^, bow- 
erer, for the fiigfat; forHerries, hanng probably 
nude him fiiUy senable of the strength of his 
graep, released him, with a soomful laugh. 

" Deforcement— spuilzi^^stouthrief—master- 
iul rescue !" exclaimed Peter Peebles, scandalized 
at the rerastance offered to the law in the person 
of Nicholas Faggot. But his shrill exclamations 
were drowned in the thundering voice ttf Herries, 
who, calling upon Cristal Nixon, ordered him 
to take the bawling fool down stairs, fill his belly, 
and then give him a guinea, and thrust him out of 
doors. Under such injuncUons, Peter ea^y 
sufiered himself to be withdrawn from the scene. 
Herries then turned to the Justice, whose 
visage, wholly abandoned by the rubicund hne 
which BO lately beamed upon it, hung out the 
same pale hvery as that of his dismayed clerL 
" Old friend and acquuntance," he said, '• you 
came here at my request, on a friendly errand, 
to convince this ully young man of the lig^t 
which I have over his person for the present. I 
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trust you do not intend to make your virit the 
pretext of diBquieting me about other matters P 
All the world knows that I have been living at 
large, in these northern c»iinties,for some montlu, 
not to say years, and might have been appro- 
bended at any time, had the necesnties of the 
state required, or my own behaTiour deserved 
it. But no English magistrate has been unge- 
nerous enough to trouble a gentleman under 
misfortune, on account of political ojnnionfi and 
disputes, which have been long ended by the 
success of the reigning powers. I trust, my 
good friend, you will not endanger yourself, by. 
taking any other view of the subject than you 
have done ever since we were acquainted P" 

The <f usUce answered with more readiness, as 
well as more spirit than usual, " Ndgbbour In- 
goldsby— what you say— is— eh— in some sort 
true ; and when you were coming and going at 
markets, horse-races, and cock-fights,faiTB,hunts, 
and such like — it was — eh — neither my bunness 
nor my wish to dispel — I say — to inquire into 
and dispel the myst^es which hung about you ; 
for while you were a good companion in the fidd, 
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and over a bottle now uid then— I did not^-efa 
— think it necessary to ask— into your private af* 
fiurs. Andif I thought you were— diem — some- 
what unfortunate in former undertakings, and 
enterprizes, and connections, which might cause 
y^ni to live unsettledly and more private, I could 
have — eh — ^very little pleasure — to aggravate 
your case by interfering, or asking explanations, 
which are often more earily asked than given. 
But when there ar^ warrants and witnesses to 
names— and those names, christian and surname, 
belong to— eh— an attunted person— 4bat;ged— 
I trust falsely— with — ahem — taking advantage 
of modern broils and heart-burnings to renew our 
civil disturbances, the case is altered ; and I must 
— ahem — do my duty." 

The Justice got on his feet as he concluded 
this speech, and looked as bold as he could. I 
drew close beude him and his clerk, Mr Faggot, 
thinking the moment favourable for my own li- 
beration, and intimated to Mr Foxley my deteiv 
mination to stand by him. But Mr Herries only 
laughed at the menacing posture which we assu- 
med. *• My good neighbour," stud he, " you 
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talk of a witDesfr— Is yoa crazy beggar a fit wit- 
ness in an afFkir of this nature ?"" 

" But you do not deny that you are Mr Her- 
nes of Birrenswork, mentioned in the Secretary 
of State^B wairant ?" said Mr Foilcy. 

" How can I deny or own anything about it ?" 
aaid Herri^ with a sneer, " There is no such 
warrant in existence now ; its ashes, like the poor 
trutot whose doom it threatened, have been dis- 
persed to the four winds of heaven. There is 
now no warrant in the world.*^ 

" But you will not deny," stud the Justice, 
" that you were the person named in it ; and that 
—eh — ^your own act destroyed it ?" 

" I will neither deny my name nor my actions. 
Justice," replied Mr Hetries, '< when called upon 
by competent authority to avow or defend them. 
But I will resist all imperdnent attempts either 
to intrude into my private motives, cur to control 
my person. I am quite well prepared to do so ; 
and I trust that you, my good neighbour and 
brother sportsman, in your expostulation, and my 
friend Mr Nicholas Faggot here, in his humble 
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tdvice and petition that I should surrender my- 
self, will consider yourselves as having amply 
discharged your duty to King George and Go- 
vernment." 

The cold and ironical tone in whii^ he made 
this declaraUon ; the look and attitude, so nobly 
expresdve of afoeolute confidence in his own su- 
perior strength and energy, seemed to complete 
the indecision vhicb bad already shewn itself on 
the ^e of those whom he addressed. 

The Justice looked to the Clerk— the Clerk to 
the Justice ; the former hdd^ eKd, without bring- 
ing fwtb an articulate syllable ; the latter only 
said, " As the warrant is destroyed, Mr Justice, 
I presume you do not mean to proceed with tha 
arrest." 

" Hum — ay — why no — Nicholas — it would not 
be quiteadvtsable — and as theforty-five was an old 
afftur— and— hem— as my friend here will, I hope, 
see his error — that is, if he has not seen it already 
—and renounce the Pope, the Devil, and the Pre- 
tender^! mean no harm, neighbour — I think we 
— as we have no poSBCt or constables, or the like 
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— ibould order our boraea — and, in one word, 
look the matter orer.'" 

*< Judiciously resolved,^ «ud the person whom 
this decision affected ; '* but before you go, I 
trust you will drink and be friends.'* 

" Why,^ sud the Justice, rubbing bia brow, 
" our business has been — hem — rather a thirsty 
one." 

" Cristal Nixon," aoid Mr Herties, " let us 
have a cool tankard instaDtly, large enough to 
quench the tfairst of the whole commisuon." 

While Cristal was absent on this genial er- 
rand, there was a pause, of which I endeavour, 
ed to avail myself, by bringing back Uie discourse 
to my own concerns. " Sir," I said to Justice 
Foxley, " I bare no direct bunness with your 
late discussion with Mr Henries, only just thus 
far — You leave me, a loyal subject of King 
George, an unwiUing prisoner in the hands of a 
person whom you have reason to believe unfriend- 
ly to the King's cause. 1 humbly submit that this 
is contrary to your duty as a magistrate, and that 
you ought to make Mr Herries aware of the ille- 
gality of his proceedings, and take steps for my 
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rescue, rather upcm tbe spot, or, at least, as soon 
as possible after you have left this case——" 

*' Young man," sud Mr Justice Foxley, '* I 
would have you remember you are under the 
power, the lawful power — ahem — of your guard- 

"Hecalls himself BO, indeedj^Xreplied; "but 
he has shewn no evidence to establish so absurd 
a claim ; and if he had, big orcumstances, as an 
attainted traitor accepted &om pardon, would 
void such a right, if it existed. I do therefwe 
desire you, Mr Jusdce, and you, his clerk, to 
OBiuder my utuation, and afford me relief at your 
peril." 

" Here b a young fellow now,'' said the Jus- 
tice, with much emharrasBed looks, " thinks that 
I carry the whole statute law of England in my 
head, and a po9ge comitaius to execute them in 
my pocket Why, what good would my interfe- 
rence do P^jut— hum— eh — I will speak to your 
guardian in your favour." 
. He took Mr Herries a^de, and jseemed indeed 
to urge something upoo him with mu<^ eamest- 
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nesa ; and perhaps such a species of mterceGBion 
was ell which, in the drcumstances, I was en^ed 
to expect from him. 

They often looked at me as the^ spoke toge- 
ther ; and as Cristal Nixon entered with a huge 
four-pottle tankard, filled with the bererage his 
master had demanded, Henries turned away from 
Mr Foxley somewhat impatiently, saying, with 
emphasis, ** I ^ve you my word of honour, that 
you hare not the slightest reason to apprehend 
anything on his account.** He then took up the 
tankard, and saying aloud in Gaelic, " Slami an 
Rey^ just tasted the liquor, and handed the 
tankard to Jusdce Foxley, who, to avoid the di- 
lemma of pledging him to what might be the Fre- 
tender^e health, drank to Mr Herries's own, with 
much pointed solemnity, but in a draught far less 
moderate. 

The clerk imitated the example of his princi- 
pal, and I was fain to follow their example ; for 
amdety and fear are at least as thirsty as sorrow ia 
sudtobe. In a word, we exhausted the compon- 
tion of ale, sherry.lemon-juice, nutmeg, and other 
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good things, strasded upon the BDver bottom of 
the tankard, the huge toast, as well as the roasted 
orange, vhich had whilome floated jollily apoo 
the brim, andreoderedlegible'DrByrom^ cele- 
brated lines engraved therwn — 

God blen tbe King t— God bleu tbe Piich'i defender I— 
God blEM — No buTQ Id blesung the Pretender. 
Who that PreUndei ii, and wlio tb« King,— 
God blen us oil, — ia quite uiothei tbiug. 

I had time enough to study this effusion of the 
Jacobite muse, while tbe Justice was engaged in 
the somewhat tedious ceremony of taking leave. 
That of Mr Faggot was less ceremonious ; but 
I suspect something beadea empty compliment 
passed betwixt him and Mr Hemes ; for I re- 
marked that the latter slipped a piece of paper 
into the hand of the former, which might perhaps 
be a little atonement for the rashness with which 
he hod burned the warrant, and imposed no gen- 
tle hand on the respectable minion of the law by 
whom it was exhibited ; and I observed that he 
made this propitiation in such a manner as to be 
secret from the worthy clerk^s prindpal. 
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When this was arranged, the party took leave 
of each other, with much formality on the part of 
Squire Foxley, amongst whose adieus the follow- 
ing [Arase was chiefly remarkable : — " I presume 
you do not intend to stay long in these parts p^ 

" Not for the present, tfustice, you may be 
sure ; there are good reasons to the contrary. 
But I have no doubt of arran^ng my afiairs, so 
that we shaU speedily have sport together again.^ 

He went to wait upon the Justice to the court< 
yard ; and, as he did so, commanded Cristal 
Nixon to see that I returned into my apartment. 
Knowing it would be to no purpose to reast or 
tamper wiUi that stubborn functionary, I obeyed 
in ulence, and was once more a prisoner in my 
former quarters. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

DAKSiX LATIHBR^S JOUXKAL, IN CONTIMDATtOK; 

I SPEKT mom than en hour, aft^ returning to 
the apattment which I may call my prisoD, in re- 
dudng to miting the singular circumBtances 
vhich I had just witnessed. Methought I could 
now form some guess at the character of Mr 
Herries, upon whose name and ^tuation the late 
scene hod thrown considerable light;— ^>ne of 
those fanatical Jacotntes, doubtless, whose arms, 
not twenty years since, had shaken the British 
thnme, and some of whom, though their party 
daily diminished in numbers, energy, and power, 
reuuned still an inclination to renew the attempt 
they had found so desperate. He was indeed 
perfectly different from the sort of zealous Jaco- 
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bites whom it hod been my luck Utherto to meet 
wilb. Old ladia of family over their hystMi, 
and ^y-haired lurds over tbeir punch, I had 
often beard utter a little harmless treason ; while 
the former remembered having led down a dance 
with the Chevalier, and the latter recounted the 
feats they had performed at Preston, Clifton, and 
Falkirk. 

The disaffection of such persona was too unim- 
portant to exdte the attention of govemmenL I 
had heard, however, that there still existed parU- 
zang of the Stuart fanuly, of a more daring and 
dangerous description; men who, furnished with 
gold from Kome, moved, disguised and secretly, 
through the various classes of society, and endea^ 
Toured to keep alive the expiring zeal of their 
party. 

I bad no difficulty in asugning an important 
post among this class of persons, whose agency and 
exertion are only doubted by those who look on 
the surface of things, to this Mr Herries, whose 
mental ena^es, as well as his personal strengtb 
and activity, seemed to qualify him well to act so 
dangerous a part ; and I knew that, all along the 
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weaterD border, both in England and Scotland!, 
there are bo many NtmjurorB, that such a perscHi 
may rende there with lUjaolute safety, unless it 
becomes, in a very especial decree, the object of 
ibe govenunent to secure his person ; and which 
purpose, even then, might be ^sappointed by 
early intelligence, or, as in the case of Mr Fox- 
ley, by the unwillingDess of prorinclal magistrates 
to interfere in what is now conadered an invi- 
dious pursuit of the unfortunate. 

There haTe, however, been rumours lately, as 
if the present state of tbe natbn, or at least of 
some discontented provincee, a^tated by a va- 
riety of'causea, but particularly by the unpopu- 
larity of the present adminiatraUon, may seem to 
this species of agitators a favourable period for re- 
commencing their intrigues ; while, on the other 
hand, go\'emment may not, at such acrisis, be in- 
clined to look upon them with the contempt whidi 
a few years ago would have been th^ most ap- 
propriate punishment 

That men should be found rash enough to throw 
away their services and lives in a desperate cause, 
is nothing new in history, which abounds with in- 
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stances of Bimilat devotion — that Mr Hemes is 
9uch an enthusiast, is no less evident ; but all this 
expliuns not his conduct towards me. Had he 
sought to make me a proselyte to his ruined 
^use, violence and ccxnpulaon vera arguments 
vcay unlikely to {Hvrail with any generous spirit 
But even if such were his object, of what use to 
him could be the acqiusition of a single reluctant 
parUzan, who could bring only his own person to 
support any quarrel which he might adopt? He 
had clumed over me the tights of a guards ; 
he had more than hinted that I was in a state of 
mind which could not dispense with the autho- 
rity of such a person. Was this man, so stem. 
]y desperate in bis purpose ; he who seemed 
willing to take on his own shoulders the endre 
support of a cause which had been ruinous to 
thousands— Was he the person that had the power 
of deeding on my fate P Was it from him those 
<iangers flowed, to secure me against which I had 
been educated under such circumstances of se* 
crecy and [Hvcautioa P 

And if this was so, of what nature was the 
claim which he asserted ? — Was it that of pro. 
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|rinquity ?— And did I share the blood, pcduqw 
the featurev ^ t^ eingular bemg i — Strange aa 
it may Kenii a thrill of awe, which shot oitobs my 
mind at that instant, was not unmingled with a 
wild and mysterious feeling of wonder, almost 
amounting to pleasure. I remembered the re- 
flectioD of my own face in the mirror, at one 
striking moment during, the angular interview of 
the day, and I hastened to the outward ^art- 
ment to consult a glass which hung there, whether 
it were possible for my countenance to be again 
contorted into the peculiar frown which so much 
resembled the terrific look of Herries. But I 
folded my brows in vain into a thousand compli- 
cated wrinkles, and I was obliged to conclude, 
^thor that the supposed mark on my brow was 
altogether imagi n ary, or that it could not be 
called forth by volimtary eflbrt; or, in fine, 
what seined most likely, that it was such a re- 
semblance as the imagination traces in the embers 
of a wood-fire, or among the varied veins of 
marble, distinct at one time, and obscure or in- 
visible at another, according as the combination 
of lines strikes the eye, or impresses the fancy. 
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While I was moulding my visage like a mod 
jJayer, the door suddenly <^>ened, and the girl 
of the bouse entered. Angry and ashamed at 
being detected in my wigular occupation, I 
turned round sharply, and, I suppose, chance 
produced the diange on my features vhich I had 
been in vaio labouring to call forth. 
' The girl started back, with her *' Don^ ye 
look so now— don't ye^ for love's sake— you be 
as like the oald Squtnre a»— But h&i a comes," 
said she, huddling away out of the room ; " and 
if you want a third, there is none but ould Harry, 
as X know of, that can match ye for a bent 
broo." 

As tbe ^1 mutt^ed this exclamadcn, and 
hastened out of the room, Herries entered. He 
stopped on observing that I had looked agiun to 
tlie mirror, anxious to trace the look by which 
die wench had undoubtedly been terrified. He 
seemed to guess what was passing in my mind, 
for, as I turned towards him, he observed, 
" Doabt not that it is stamped on your forehead 
— the fatal mark of our race; though it is 
not now BO apparent as it will become when age 
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and sorrow, and Uie tnoes of stonn; pasnons, 
and of bitter peniteace, shall have dravn thrar 
furrows on your brow." 

" Mysterious roan," I replied, " I know not of 
what you speak ; your language i« as dark as 
your purposes." 

" Sit down, then," he said, *' and listen; 
thus far, at least, must the vnl of which yoa 
complain be raised. When withdrawn, it will on- 
ly display guilt and sorrow — guilt, followed by 
strange penalty, and sorrow, which Provid^ice 
has entailed upon the posterity of the mourn- 
ers." 

He paused a moment, and commenced his nar- 
rative, which he told with the air of one, wht^ 
remote as the events were which he recited, took 
still the deepest interest in them. The tone ot 
bis Toicc, which I have already described as rich 
and powerful, aided by its inflections the dSecta 
of his story, which I will endeavour to write 
down, as nearly as possible, in the vety words 
which he used. 

** It was not of late years that our 'EaghA 
neighbours learned, that thor bett chance of Goa- 
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quering thw indepeDdent neighbours must bo 
by introduoBg amongst them diviuon and dvil 
war. You need not be reminded of the state of 
thraldom to which Scothiod was reduced by the 
unhappy wars betwixt the domestic factions of 
Bruce and Baliol ; nor how, after Scotland had 
been emandpated from a foreign yoke, by the 
conduct and valour of the immortal Bruce, the 
whole fruits of the triumphs of Bannockbum 
were lost in the dreadful defeats of Dupplin and 
Halidon; and Edward Baliol, the minion and 
feudatory of his namesake of England, seemed, 
for a brief season, in safe and uncontested pos- 
sesion of the throne, so lately occupied hy the 
greatrat general and wisest prince in Europe. 
But the experience of Bruce had not died with 
him. There were many who had shared his 
martial labours, and all remembered the success- 
ful efforts by which, under cnrcumstances as dis- 
advantageous as those of his sod, he had achieved 
the liberation of Scotland. 

*' The usurper, Edward Baliol, was feasUng 
with a few of his favourite retuners in the Casue 
of Annan, when he was suddenly BurfHised by a 
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cboten bsnd of insurgeot patriots. Their chiefs 
were, Douglas, B'sndolpfa, the young £ori of 
Moray, and Sir Simou Fraser; aud tbdr success 
was so complete, that Baliol was obliged to fly for 
his life, scarcely clothed, and on a horse which 
there was no leisure to saddle. It was of im- 
portance to s&xe his person, if posKble, and bis 
flight was closely pursued by a valiant knight at 
Norman descent, whose fanuly had been long 
settled in the marches of this country. Thar 
Norman appellaUon was Fitz-AJdin, but this 
knight, from the great slau^ter which he bad 
made of the Southron, and the reluctance vhkh 
be had shewn to admit them to quartet during 
the former wars of tbat bloody period, had ac- 
quired the name of Redgauntlet, wlucfa be trans* 
mitted to Ws posterity——" 

" Redgauntlet !" I involuntarily repeated. 

'* Yes, Redgauntlet," said my alleged guar- 
dian, looking at me keenly ; " does that name 
recall any associations to your mind ?"" 

" No,"" I rephed, " except that I lately heard 
it ^ven to the hero of a supernatural legend." 

" There are many such current concerning 
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the family," he answered ; and then proceeded in 
his narrative. 

*<■ Albaick Redgaundet, tihe first of his house 
so termed, was, as may be suf^sed from his 
name, of a stern and implacable disposition, 
which had been rendered more so by family dis- 
cord. An only son, now a youUi of ^hteen, had 
shared so much the haughty sjnrit of hia father, 
that he became impatient of domestic cmtrol, re- 
sisted paternal authori^, and, finally, fled from 
his father's house, renounced his political o^nmons, 
and awakened his immortal displeasure by join- 
ing the adherents of Baliol. It was said that 
his &tbw cursed, in his wrath, his degenerate 
ofispring, and swore that, if they met, he should 
perish by his hand. Meantime, circumstances 
seemed to promise atonement for this great de- 
privation. The lady of Alberick Redgauntiet 
was agmn, after many years, in a situation which 
afforded her husband the hope of a more dutiful 
h^. 

*' But the delicacy and deep interest of his 
wife's utuation did not prevent Alberick from en- 
gaging in the undertaking of Douglas and Mo- 
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ray. He had been the most forward in the au 
tack of the castle, and was now foremost in the 
pursuit of Baliol, eagerly engaged in dispersing 
or cuttiog down the few daring followers who en- 
deavoured to protect the usurper in bis flight 

" As these were Bucceasively routed or slain, 
the formidable Redgauntlet, the mortal eaemy of 
the House of Baliol, was with'm two lances' length 
of the furtive Edward Baliol, in a narrow pass, 
wh^i a youth, one of the last who attended the 
usurper in faia flight, threw himself between 
them, received the sliock of the pursuer, and 
was unhorsed aod overthrown. The helmet roll- 
ed from his head, and the beams of the sun, thea 
rising over the Solway, shewed Redgauntlet the 
features of bb disobedient son, in the livery, aod 
wearing the cognizance, of the usurper. 

*' Redgauntlet beheld his son lying before his 
horse'sfeet; buthcalsosaw Baliol, the usurperdT 
the Scottish crown, still, as it seemed, within his 
grasp, and separated from Mm only by the pro- 
strate body of his overthrown adherent. Without 
pauung to inquire whether young Edward was 
wounded, he dashed bis spurs into his hors^ 
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meaning to leap over him, but was unhapinly 
frttBtraled of his purpose. The steed made in- 
deed a bound forward, but was unable to dear 
the body of the youth, and with its hind foot 
struck him in the forehead, as he was in the act 
of nsing. The blow was mortal It is needless 
to add, that the pursuit was checked, and Baliol 
escaped. 

« Kedgauntlet, ferocious as he is described, was 
yet overwhelmed with the thoughts of the crime 
he had committed. "When he returned to his 
castle, it was to encounter new domestic sorrows. 
His wife had been prematurely s^zed with the 
-pangs of labour, upon hearing the dreadful ca- 
tastrophe which had taken place. The birth of 
■ an iofant boy cost her her life. Kedgauntlet sat 
by her corpse for more than twenty-four hours 
without changing eitber feature or posture, so for 
as his terrified domeslicB could observe. The 
Abbot of Dundrennan preached consolation to 
him in vain. Douglas, who came to visit in his 
affliction a patriot of such distmguished zeal, was 
more successful in rousing his attention. He 
caused the trumpete to sound an English pwnt of 
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mr in the court^yard, snd Redgauntkt at once 
sprung to Ub anns, and seemed restored to the 
recollection, which had been lost in the extent of 
hismiserf. 

" From that moment, whatever he might fee! 
inwardly, be gave way to no outward emotVHi. 
Douglas caused his infant to be brought ; but 
even the iron-hearted soldiers were struck with 
horror to obsCTve, that, by the mysterious lav of 
nature the cause of his mother^s death, and the 
evidence of hU father''s guilt, was stamped on the 
innocent face of the babe, whose brow was dis- 
tinctly marked by the miniature recemblance of 
a horse-shoe. Redgauntlet himself pointed it 
out to Douglas, saying, with a ghastly smile^ 
* It should have been bloody.' 

** Moved, OS he was, to compasnon for his bro- 
ther in arms, and steeled against all softer feel- 
ings by the habits of dvil war, Douglas shuddered 
at this sight, and displayed a desire to leave the 
house which was doomed to be the scene of such 
horrors. As his paitiDg advice, he exhorted AI- 
berick Redgauntlet to make a pilgrimage to Saint 
Ninian's of Whitehemc, then esteemed a shrine 
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of great sancUty ; and departed with a preei|H- 
tation, which ought have aggravated, had that 
been pofi^ble, the forlorn state of lus unhappy 
friend. But that seems to have been incapable 
of admitung any addition. Sir Alberick caused 
the bodies of bis slaughtered son and his mother 
to be lud side by side in the andent chapel of his 
house ; but not before he bad used the skill of a 
celebrated surgeon of that time to embalm them ; 
and it was sdd, that for many weeks he spent 
some hours nightly ia the vault where they re- 
posed. 

" At length he undertook the proposed pilgri- 
mage to Whitehome, where he confessed himself 
for the first time oince his misfortune, and was 
shrived by on aged monk, who afterwards died in 
the odour of sanctity. It is sud, that it was then 
foretold to the Redgauntlet, that on account of his 
unshaken patriotism, hia family should continue 
to be powerful amid the changes of future times ; 
but that, in detestation of his unrelenting cruelty 
to his own issue. Heaven had decreed that the 
valour of his race diould always be fruitless, and 
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dat Ae caoie wUtli dxyeqiaiiaed dtouldni 



" Snbpritthig to todipenmcets wag there im- 
powd. Sat AXbenA went, it is tboogfat, on « jmU 
giimage other to Rome, or to the Holy Sepuldirc 
hself. He wu omTasally conndered as dead ; and 
it was not till thirteen years afterwards, that, in the 
gmt hattle of Durham, fought between David 
Bruce and Queen PhilippB of EngUnd, a knight, 
bearing a borve-shoe for bis crest, iqipeared in the 
▼an of the Scottish army, distinguishing himself 
by his reckless and desperate valour ; who being 
at length overpowered and slain, was finally dis- 
covered to be the brave and unhappy Sir Albe- 
lick Bedgaundet." 

" And has the fatal rign," said I,, when Her- 
ries had ended his narrative, " descended on all 
the posteri^ of this unhappy house ?'' 

** It has been so handed down from anti- 
quity, and is still believed," said Herries. " But 
periiaps there is, in the popular evidence, some- 
thing of that fancy which creates what it sees. 
Certainly, as other families have pecuUaritieB by 
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which they are distinguished, tlui of Bcdguint- 
Ict is marked in moet individiula by a nngular 
indenture of the forehead, supposed to be de- 
rived {cam the son of Alberiek, their anoector, 
and brother to the unfortunate Edward, who had 
perished in ao [uteous a manner. It ia cettau 
there seons to have beoi a &te upm the Home 
of Bedganntlet, which has been on the lottng mde 
in ahnost all the civil broils wluch have divided 
the kingdoai of SootUnd, from David Bruee's 
days, till the late valiant and unsuccessful attenpt 
of the Chevalier Charles Edward." 

He oMicluded with a de^ dgh, as one whmn 
the subject had invidred in a train of painftil m- 
flections. 

*' And am I then,** I exclumed, " fi^-ws^fd 
firom this unha|^ raise P — Do you too belong to 
it ?— And if so, why do I suatfdn restraint aod 
hard usage at the hands i^ a rdation P" 

" Inquire' no fartbet for the (vesent," he said. 
** The line of conduct iriiich I am pursuing to- 
wards you, is dictated not by chtHoe, but by ne- 
ceeraty. You were withdrawn from the bosom 
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of foOT family, and the care of your legal guard- 
ian, by the timidity and ignorance of a doting 
mother, who was inc^)able of estimatbg the ar- 
. guments or feelioga of those who prefer honour 
and principle to fortune, and even to life. The 
young hawk, accustomed only to the fostering 
care of its dam, must be tamed by darkness and 
sleeplessness, ere it is trusted on the wing for the 
purposes of the falconer." 

I was appalled at this declaration, which 8eem< 
ed to threaten a long continuance, and a danger* 
ous termination, of my captivity. I deemed it 
best, however, to shew some sinrit, and at the 
sapie time to mingle a tone of conciliation. ** Mr 
Herries,'' I said, " (if I call you rightly by that 
lume,) let us speak upon this matter without the 
tone o{ mystery and fear in which you teem in- 
clined to envelope it. I have been long, alas ! 
deprived of the care of that affectionate mother 
to whom you allude — ^long under the charge of 
strangers — and compelled to farm my own reso- 
lutionsupontbereaaoningofniyownmind. Mis- 
fortune—early deprivation — has given me the 
privilege of acting for myself ; and construnt 
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shall not deprive me of an Englishman's best pri- 
vilege." 

" The true cant of the day," said Hemes, in 
atoneofscom. "The privilege of free action be- 
longs to no mortal— we are bed dovn by the fet- 
ters of duty — our path 19 limited by the regula- 
tions of honour— our most indifferent actiona are 
but meshes of the web of destiny by wbich we 
are all surrounded." 

He paced the room rapidly, and proceeded in 
a tone of enthusiasm which, j<»ned to some other 
parts of his conduct, seems to intimate an over- 
esuted ima^nalion« were it not contradicted by 
the general tenor of his speech and condacL 

" Nothing," he said, in an earnest yet melan- 
choly voice—" nothing is the work of chance- 
nothing is the consequence of free-will — the li- 
berty of which the Englishman boasts, ^ves as 
little real freedom to its owner, as the despotism 
of an Eastern Sultan permits to his slave. The 
usurper, William of Nassau, went forth to hunt, 
and thought, doubdess, that it was by on act of 
his own royal pleasure that the horse of bis 
murdered victim was prepared for his kingly 
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sport. But Heaven had other viewa ; and beftwe 
the sun was high, a stifinble of that very Boimal 
over an obstacle so inramader^e as a mole^- 
lock, cost the haughty rider his life and his usurp, 
ed crown. Do you think an inclination of the rein 
could have avoided that trifling impediment P — I 
telt you, it crossed his way as inevitabiy as all the 
long chain of Caucasus could have 'done. Yes, 
young man, in doing and suffering, we play but 
the pert aUotted by Destiny, the manager of 
this strange drama, stand bound to act no more - 
than is prescribed, to say no more than is set 
down for us ; and yet we mouth about free will, 
Mid freedom of thought and acUon, as if Ricb< 
ardmust not die, ot Ridimoad conquer, exactly 
whoe the Author has decreed it shall be so f 

He continued to pace the room after this 
speech, with folded arms and downcast looks ; 
and the sound of tus steps and tone of Ua voice 
brought to my remembrance, that J had heard 
this angular person, when I met him on a foroter 
occauMi, uttering such soliloqiueB in his solitary 
chamber. I ohserred, that, like other Jacobites, 
in his inveteracy agwnst the memory of King 
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William , be had adopted the party ojunkn that the 
Monarch, on the day he had hia fatal acddent, 
rode upon a hone once the property of the un- 
fortunate Sir John Friend, executed for High 
Treason in 1696. 

It vas not my bumnest to aggravate, but, if 
posnble, rather to aoothe, him in whose power I 
was so ungularly placed. When I conceiTed 
Uiat the keenness of his feetings bad in some de- 
gree subnded, I answered him as follows :— " I 
will not>--4ndeed I feel myself incompetent to ar- 
gue a question of such metaphyseal subtlety, as 
that which involves tbe limits betwixt fne wil 
and predestinabon. Let us hope we may lire 
honestly and die hopefully, without being oUiged 
to form a dedded opinion uptm a pmnt so £Br be- 
yond OUT comprehennon." 

« Wisely resolved," he sidd, witii a «iear>— 
" there came a note from some Geneva sermon.^ . 

** But," I proceeded, ** I call your attentiui to 
the fact, that I, as'well as you, am acted upon by 
impulses, the result eith^ of my own fiefe will, or 
the consequences f^ the part which is asugned to 
me by Destiny. These may be— nay, at present 
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they are— in direct contradiction to those bj 
whidi you are actuated ; and how shall we deode 
which shall have precedence P — Yoa pei4i^ fed 
yourself destined to act as myjailor. I feel my- 
self, on the contrary, destined to attempt and 
effect my escape. One of us must be wrong, but 
who can say which errs ^ the erent has decided 
betwixt us f 

" I shall feel mysdfdes&ied to have recourse 
to severe modes of restnunt," said he, in the same 
tone ci half jest, half earnest, which I had used. 

** In that caact" I answered, *' it will be my 
destiny to attempt everything for my freedom.^ 

" And it may be mine, young man," he replied, 
in a deep and stem tone, " to take care that you 
^ould rather die than attun your purpose." 

This was speaking out indeed, and Z did not 
allow him to go unanswered. " You threaten 
me in vain," said I ; *' the laws of my coontiy 
will protect me ; or whom they cannot protect, 
diey will avenge.'' 

I spoke th^ firmly, and he seemed for a mt>. 
oMnt silenced ; and the scorn with which he at last 
answered me, had something of al^tation In it 
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*' The lava t" he said; " and wb^, stripUng, 
do you know <^ the laws of your country ?— 
Could you learn j urisprudence under a bate-bom 
blotm of parchment, such .as Saunden Fair> 
ford ; or from tfae empty pedantic coxcomb, hla 
son, vho now, forsooth, writes Umaelf advocate F 
-—When Scotland was herself, and had her own 
King and Legislature, such plebdou cubs, in- 
stead of being called to the bar of her Supreme 
Courts, would scarce have been admitted to the 
honour of bearing a sheep-skin process-bag." 

Alan, I could not bear this, but answered in- 
digoautly, that he knew not the worth and ho- 
nour from iriiich he was detracting. 

"I knowaamuchoftheseFiurfordfiaaldoof 
you," he replied. 

*' As mucfa,^ said I, " and as little; for you 
' can neither estimate their real worth nor mine. 
I know you saw them when last in Ediqbur^." 

*< Ha I" he exclaimed, and turned on me an in- 
quiriuve look. 

" It is tme," said I ; ** you cannot deny it ; 
and having thus shewn you that I knowsomething 
of your motions, let me warn you I have modes of 
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eammBtucUioa with wfaidi you are not acquamL- 
ed. OUige nf Dot to use them to your preju- 
diM." 

** Prqudioe msTha replied. " Youbg mui, 
I aoul* St, and far^we your bdly. Nay, I will 
tdl yoa tbat of whidi you an not aware, naaie- 
ly, that it was frcaii letten reoeiTed fimn these 
Pairfoids that I 6ist siu^iected, what the remit 
^ myncit to then ooDfirmed, that you were the 
pfrson whan I had aougfat for years.'' 

*' If you lesmed this,^ and I, " firom the pa- 
pen vlueh were about my person on the ni^t 
wlieg I was under the neceHBty <J beooming your 
guest at BrtAenbum, I do not envy yonr.indif< 
feveoce to the meatu at aoquin^ ioflnmation. 
tt was dishoDouTable to^— *" 

" Peace, youngman," said HerrieB^ mate calm- 
ly UuDi I laight hare expected ; " the word dot- 
bMMnir must not be mentioned as in conjunction 
with my mme. Your pocket-book was in the 
pocket of your coat, and did not escape the curi- 
outy of mother, though it would fasre been aaercd 
ftom mine. My swant, Crirtol Nixon, brought 
ne the intelligaice aftn you woe gone. I was 
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diflpleased vith the maiuteT is iriuch he had ae- 
quired his information ; but it was not the leu 
my duty to ascertun iu truth, and for that pur- 
pose I went to Edinburgh. I was in hopes topcT- 
suade Mr Fairford to have entered into my views; 
but I foood huB too much prejudiced to pamit 
me to trust him. He is a wretclied, yet a tiinid 
elave of the present govemment, under whii^ our 
unhappy country is i^ihonourably enthralled; 
and it would hare been alu^ether unfit and mw 
safe to have entrusted him with the seoret either 
of the right which I possess to direct your actioiiB, 
or of the mtumer in whidi I purpose to eser- 
dae it" 

I was determined to take advantage ctf his caia- 
municatire humour, and obtain, if pouble, more 
light upon luB purpose. He seooed moat acces' 
able to bring pqued on the pcnnt of honour, wid 
I retolved to aval myself, but with cautioD, 
of his senffllnlity uptm that to[HC. " You sayi'" 
I rej^ed, " that you are aot fneodly to indirect 
practices, and disapprove of the means by which 
your domestic obtwned infivmation of my name 
and quality— Is it hmourable to avail yourself 
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of ttuU knowledge which is dishonourably ob^ 
tamed P" 

" It ia bcddly Bsked,** he replied ; " but, witfain 
certain necessary limits, I dislike not boldness of 
expostulation. You have, in this short confer* 
ence, dispUyed more diaracter andtsieigy thu 
I was prepared to expect You will, I trust, re- 
semble a forest plant, which has indeed, by some 
8cddent,been brought up in the green>house,and 
thus rendered ddicate and efieminate, but which 
r^ains its native firmness and tenadty, when ex- 
posed for a season to the winter mr. I will an- 
swer your question plainly— In buaness, as in 
war, sfnes and informers are necessary evils, wUcb 
all good men detest ; but whidi yet all prudent 
men must use, unless they mean to fi^t and act 
blindfold. But notlung can justify the use ci 
falsehood and treachery in our own person." 

" You said to the elder Mr Furfocd," coati> 
nued I, with the same boldness, whidi I h^gan 
to find was my best game, " that I was the son 
of Kalph Latimer of Laogcote-Bidl ? — How do 
you reconcile this with your late assertion that 
my name is not Latimer !" 
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He coloured as he replied, " The doting old 
fool lied ; oc periaaps mistook my meaning. I 
said, that gentleman mi^it be your father. To 
say truth, I wished you to Tisit England, your na- 
tive eouDtry ; because, wh^i you might do so, 
my rights orer you would reviTe." 

This speech fiiUy led me to understand a cau- 
tion which had been often impressed upon me, 
that, if I regarded my safety, I should not cross 
the Southern Border; and I cursed my own 
fdly, which kept me fluttehng like a moth around 
the candle, until I was betrayed into the calami^ 
with which I had dallied. " What are those 
rights," I sud, " which you claim over me ?^ 
To what end do you pn^se to turn them P" 

** To a w^ghPr on^ you may be certain," ao- 
swa«d Mr Herries ; *' but I do not at present 
mean to oommunicate to you cither its nature or 
extent Youmay judge of its importance, wboi, 
in order entirely to possess myself of your persoo, 
I' condescended to mis myself with the fellows 
who destroyed the fishing station oi yon wretched 
Quaker. That I held him in contempt, and was 
displeased at the greedy devices with which he 
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nimed 8 miuily sport, is true araugh ; but, un- 
less as it favoured my deugiu oa you, be might 
faa.Te, for me, mamtained his stake-nets till Sc^ 
way abould oease to ebb and flow." 

*' AloB r I said, " it doubles my misfcvtune 
to have been the unwilling cause of misfixtune to 
an honest and friendly man." 

" Do not grieve toe that," said Herries; 
" hraiest Joshua is me of those who, by dint of 
kng prayers, can possess tfaenselvcs of widows* 
houses— Jm will qiuckly repwr his losses. When 
he sustuns any mishap, he and the other canters 
set it down as a debt against Heaven, and by 
way of setoff, practise roguerite without conh 
punction, till they make the balance ev«i, or 
imdine it to the winning (dde. Enough (^ this for 
the presait.— I must immediately shift my quar- 
ters ; for although I do not fear the over-xeal ct 
Mr Justice Foxley or his derk will lead them to 
any extreme measure, yet that mad scoiindrd's 
onhai^y zeoognition ct me may mate it mon 
s^ous for them to conmve at me, and I must 
not put thor patience to an over severe trial. 
Ton must prepare to attend me, eitb« as a 
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captive or & eompanuNi ; if at tlie latter, you 
must pve your parole of htmoui- to att^spt no 
escape. Should you be so iU adviaed as to break 
your word oDce pledged, be assured tLat I mU 
blow y<Hir brains out, without a moment's 
BGrupie." 

" I am ignoraot of your plans and purpoiea,'' 
I replied, *' and cannot but hold them danger- 
oua. I do not mean to a^rftvate my present 
ratuatkn by any unavailing resistance to the su- 
pmor force which detiuns me ; but I will not re- 
nounce the right of asserting my natural freediHn 
should a favouraUe t^^xHtunity occur. I will, 
theref<»e, rather be your priaone* than your cod* 
federate." 

" That is epoten furly," he said ; " and yet 
not without the caimy caution of one brought up 
in the Gude Town of E^nburgh. On my part, 
I will impose no unnecessary hardship uptw 
you ; but, oa the contrary, your journey sbaU 
be made at easy as is oonnstrat with your be- 
ing kept safely. Do you feel strong enough to 
ride on horseback as yet, or would you prefer a 
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carrii^ t l%e tcnaa mode of tnvdling is best 
adapted to tbe oounby througli vUdi we are to 
Umrel, but jou are «t libwQr to choose between 
tbcm." 

I said, " I ftlt m^ strengtli gradually returiu 
ing, and that I should madi prefer travelling 
oa horseback. A carriage," I added, " is so 

** And so eofflly guarded," replied H^ries, 
with a look as if he would have penetrated my 
very tfaoughtsy— ** that, doubtless, you think 
horseback better calculated for an escape." 

•• My thoughts are my own," I answered ; 
" and though you keep my person prisoner, these 
are beyond your controL" 

" O, I can read the book," he sud, " without 
opening the leaves. But I would recommend to 
you to moke no rash attempt, and it will be my 
care to see that you have no power to make any 
that is like to be effectual. Linen, and all other 
necessaries for one in your circumstances, are 
amply provided. Cristal Nixon will act as your 
valet, — I should rather, perhaps, say, your^mtM 



:sdi.,Google 



JOURNAL. ClIAF. YIII. 191 

de chambre. Your trayeUing dress you may 
perhaps conuder as singular ; but it is such as 
the circumstances require ; and, if you object to 
use the articles prepared for your use, your mode 
of journeying vill be as personally unpleasant as 
that which conducted you hither. Adieu— We 
now know each other better than we did — ^it will 
not be my fault if the consequences of farther in- 
timacy be not a more favourable mutual opi- 
nion." 

He then left me, with a dvil good night* to 
my own reflections, and only turned back to 
say, that we should proceed on our journey at 
day-break next morning, at farthest; perhaps 
earher, he said, but complimented me by sup- 
poUng that, as I was a sportsman, I must always 
be ready for a sudden start. 

We are then at issue, this angular man and 
myself. His personal views are to a certain 
point explained. He has chosen an antiquated 
and desperate line of politics, and he claims, from 
some pretended tie of guardianship, or relation- 
ship, which he does not deaga to expliun, but 
which he seems to have been able to pass curroit 
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oa * ally country justice and his knavish Aetk, 
a right to direct and to omtrol my motions. The 
danger which awaited me in }<]ngland, and which 
I mighthave esci^wd had I remained in Scotland, 
was douhtless occaaoned by the anthority of this 
man. But what my poor mother mig^t fear for me 
as a child — what my English fnend, Samuel Gnf- 
fiths, en^avoured to guard against during ray 
youth and nonage, is now, it seems, come upon 
me ; and, under a legal pretext, I am detained 
in what must be a most ill^ial manner, by a per- 
son, too, whose own political immunities have 
been forfeited by his conduct It matters notr— 
my mind is nude up— ^idthw penuajnon nra- 
threats shall force me into the deqierate dengns 
which this man meditates. Whsdier I am of the 
trifling consequoice which my hfe hitherto seems 
to intimate, or wheth^ I hare (as would appear 
bom my adversary's conduct,) such impwtance, 
by tnrth or flortuo^ as may make me a desiraUe 
- acquimtion to a pcditical faction, my resolution is 
token in ^ther ease. Those who read this Jour- 
nal, if it shall be perused by impartial eyes, shaU 
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judgeof me truly; and if they coouder me as » 
fool in encouDteting danger uimecesaarily, tii^ 
shall have no reastm to believe me a cowtid 
or a turncoat, when I find myself engaged in it. 
I have been bred in sentiments of attachment to 
the family <m the throne, and in these Bentiments 
I will live and die. I have, indeed, some idea 
that Mr Herriea has already discovered that I 
am made of different and more mmudleable 
metal than he had at first believed. There were 
letters from my dear Alan Fairfbrd, giving a 
ludicrous account of my iastabihty of temp^, 
in the same pocket-book, which, according to 
the admismon of my pretended guardian, fell 
under the investigatioa of his domestic, during 
the night I passed at Srbkenbum, where, as I 
now recollect, my wet clothes, with the contents 
of my pockets, were, with the thoughtlessness of 
a young traveller, committed too rashly to the 
care of a strange servant. And my kind friend 
and hospitable landlord, Mr Alexander Fuirford, 
may also, and with justice, have spoken of my 
levities to this man. But he shall find he has 
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made a (site estunate upon these plauaible 

I must bresk off for the pFesent. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DABSIE LATIMEB's JOITIINAL, IN COMTIKBATION. 

TuEBU is at length a halt — at leng;th I have 
gained so much privacy ae to enable me to con- 
tinue my Journal. It has become a sort of task of 
duty to me, without the discharge of which I do 
not feel that the business of the day b perfonned. 
True, no friendly eye may ever look upon these 
labours, which have amused the solitary hours 
of an unhappy prisoner. Yet, in the meanwhile 
the exercise of the pen seems to act as a sedative 
upon my own agitated thoughts and tumultuous 
passions. I never lay it down but I rise stronger 
in resolution, more ardent in hope. A thousand 
vague fears, wild expectations, and indigested 

D.5,l:sdl., Google 



196 jouknal. chap. ix. 

■cbemes, hurry duougli ooe^a thougbu in seasons 
of doubt and of danger. But by oirestbg them 
as tliey flit across the mind, by throwing tbem 
OD paper, and even by that mechanical act com- 
pelling ourselves to cim^det them with scru- 
pulous and minute attention, we may perhaps 
escape beccmung the dupes of our own exdted 
imaginatioo; just as a young horse is cured of 
the vice of starting, by being made to stand alill 
and look for some time without any intemiption 
at the cause of its terror. 

There remuns hut one risk, which is that of 
diaooveiy. But, bendes the small characters in 
idiicfa my residence in Mr Fdrford's bouse ena- 
bled me to excel, for the purpose of transferring 
as many scroll sheets as possible to a huge sheet 
of stamped paper, I have, as I have elsewhere in- 
timated, had hitherto the comfortable reflection, 
that if the record of my misfortunes should fall 
into the hands of hnn by whom they are caused, 
they would, without harming any one, shew him 
the real character and disposition of the person 
who has become his prisoner — perhaps his vic- 
tim. Nov, howev«, that other names, and other 
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characters, aie to be mingled with the re^Bter of 
my own Bentimaits, I must take additional care 
of these papers, and keep them in such a man- 
ner that, in case of the least bazaid of deteo. 
tion, I may be able to destroy them at a mo- 
ment's noticet I shall tut soon or eauly fiarget 
the leBsm I have been taught, by the prying 
di^xmtion which Cristal Nixon, thb man's agent 
and confederate, manifested at Brokenbum, and 
whidi proved the original cause of my sufier- 
ii^. 

My laying aside the last sheet of my journal 
hastily, was oCca^oned by the unwonted sound 
of a violin, in the farm-yard beneath my win- 
dows. It will Bt>t appear surpriuog to those 
who have made music th«F study, that, after 
listening to a few notes, I became at once assured 
that the musician was no other than the itine- 
rant, formerly mentioned as present at the d& 
idruclion of Joshua Geddes's stake-nets, the su- 
perior delicacy and force of whose execution 
would enable jne to swear to his bow amongst a 
whole orchestra. I had the less reason to dofibt 
his identity, because he played twice over the 
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beautiful ScottiBh air called Wandering Willie; 
tod I could not help concluding that he did eo 
for the purpose of intimating his own presence, 
rince that was what the French call the nom de 
gtierre of the performer. 

Hope will catch at the most feeble twig for 
support in extremity. I knew this man, though 
deprived of sight, to be bold, ingemous, and per- 
fectly capable of acting as a guide. I believed 
I had won his good- will, by having, in a frolic, 
assumed the character of his partner ; and I re- 
membered that, in a wild, wandering, and disor- 
derly course of Ufe, men, as they become loosen- 
ed fitan the ordinary bonds of dvil sodety, hold 
those of comradeship mtHv closely sacred ; so 
that honour is sometimes found among thieves, 
and faith and attachment in such as the law has 
termed vagrants. The history of Richard Cceur 
de Lion and his minstrel, Blondel, rushed, at the 
same time, on my mind, though I could not even 
then suppress a smile at the dignity of the exam- 
ple, when applied to a blind fiddler and myself. 
Still there was somethmg in all this to awaken a 
hope, that, if I could open a correspondnice with 
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this poor Tioler, he might be useful in extricating 
tne from my present situation. 

His profession furnished me with some hope 
that this desired communtcatioQ mi^t ha attun- 
ed; since it is well known that, in Scotland, 
where there is so much national mu«c, the words 
and airs of which are generally known, there is 
a kind of free-masonry amoDgst performers, by 
which they can, by the mere choice of a tune, 
express a great deal to the hearers. Personal 
allu^ons are often made in this manner, with 
much point and pleasantry ; and nothing is more 
usual at public festivals, than that the ax played 
to accompany a particular health or toast, is 
made the vehicle of compliment, of wit, and 
sometimes of satire. 

While these things passed through my mind 
rapidly, I heard my friend beneath recommence, 
for the third time, the air from which his own 
name had been probably adopted, when he was 
interrupted by his rustic auditors. 

** If thou canst play no other spring biit that, 
mon, bo badst best put up ho's poipes and be 
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jogging. Squoire will hi hack anon, or Muter 
Nixon, and ve^ll see vho will pay poiper then." 

Oho, thought I, if I have no sharper ears 
^an tfaoM of mj friends Jui and Dorcas to en- 
counter, I majTenture an experiment upon then; 
and, as moat exprtwre of my state of captivity, 
I sOag two as three linn of tiie ISTth pflaliii>- 

" B7 Bibd't tiRami wa nt atid wept." 

Tba eoontly people listened with attention, and, 
whm I ceased, I beard them whisper together in 
tones of oommiflaation, ** Lack-a-daj, poor ionl I 
•0 pret^ a man to be beride his wits 1" 

" An he be that gate," said Wandering Willi^ 
fai a tone calculated to reach my ears, " I ken 
naething will raise his spirits Uke a spring.* 
And he struck up, with great vigour and sjnrit, 
the lirdy Scotch or, the words df which instant- 
ly occurred to me, — 

» Oh whiille and HI oome t'^e, m; lad. 
Oh irtiiMle Mid 111 come t'jt, m; lad r 
Though flitter and mothei and ■' ibould gaa mad. 
Oh «biitl« and 111 come t>e, mj Ud." 

I BOMi heard a clattering noise of feet in the 
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cDurt-yud, w^di I concluded to be Jan and 

DorcttB dancing & jigg in thor Cumberland wood- 
en dogs. Under cover of tbis din, I endeavour- 
ed to answer Willie's agnal hj wbiatling, as loud 
at I could, 



He instantly threw the dances out, by changing 
his air to 

" Thete'8 my tbumb, I'U ne'er beguile tbee. 

I no longei? doubted that a commumcatku 
betwixt us was happily estabUdied, and that, if 
I bad an opportunity of speaking to the poor 
mnnoan, I should find him willing to take my 
letter to the post, to invoke the assiBtance of some 
active magistrate, or of the commanding officer 
of Carlisle Castle> or, in shattf to do whatever 
else I could point out, in the compass of his 
power, to ctmtribute to my liberation. But to 
obtain speech of him, I must have run the risk 
of alarming ibe susjndons of Dorcas, if not 
of her yet more stupid Corydon. My ally's 
blindness prevented bis recaving any annmuQi- 
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catioD by signs from the window— eren if I could 
have ventured to make them, connatently with 
prudence — so that, notwithstanding the mode of 
intercourse we had adopted, was both circuitous 
and peculiarly liable to misapprchenraon, I saw 
nothing I could do better than to continue it, 
trusting, my own and mj correspondent's acute- 
neas, in applying to the airs the meaning they 
were intended to convey. I thought of ranging 
the words themsdves of some ugnificant song, 
but feared I might, by doing so, attract susfn- 
don. I endeavoured, therefore, to intimate my 
qieedy departure from my present place of resi- 
dence, by whistling the well-known air with 
which festive parties in Scotland usually coo- 
dude the dance. 

" Good nigbt and joj be wi' ye •', 
Fm here aae Ungcr msun I >uy ; 
Tbere't nciiber friend ooi foe of mioe 
But wiihes that I were awar-" 

It appeared that Willie's powers of intelligence 
were mudi more active than mine, and that, 
like a deaf person, accustomed to be spoken to 
by ngns, be comprehended, from the very first 
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notes, the whole meaniDg 1 intended to fionvey; 
and be accompanied me in the ^r with his violin, 
in such a manner as at once to shew he under- 
itood my meaning, and to prevent my whistling 
from being attended to. 

His reply was almost immediate, and was con- 
veyed in the old martial air of " Hey, Johnnie 
kd, cock up your beaver." I run over the words, 
and fixed on the following stanza, as most appli- 
cable to my circumstances :— 

" rock ap 70U1 iMkTcr, and cock it iii' ipnuh. 
Well OTd ths Boida and give them & brush i 
Thse'i tomebodjr there well touJi better bduTkoi— 
Hej, Johnnie Ud, cock up your beaver." 

If these sounds alluded, as I hope they do, to 

the chance of assistance from my Scottish friends, 

I may indeed connder that a door is open to hope 

and freedom. I immediately replied with, 

" My heart'a ui the Higblaadi, mj bemrt ii not here ; 
M J heart'i in the Highland!, a-chuiQE the dear 
A-chaiing the wild dea, and fbllowing the loe 
My heart'i in the Highland! wheierei 1 go. 

Farerell to the Highland! I farewell to the North 
The birth-place of vahiur, the cradle of mnth 
Whemer I wander, wherevet I roTe, 
The hill* of the Highlandi foe arei I love." 
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Vf^ie iDrttndy played, with A degree of Bpi- 
fitTirhicli might have awakened hope in Despur 
hendf, if De^Mir could be supposed to under- 
atand Scotch munc, the fine <Ad Jacobite air, 



I next eadeftToured to iatimate my wish to 
settd wtiee <^ my condition to my frirads ; and, 
despairing to find an mt suffiiaently ex.^reeave 
of my purpose, I ventured to ung a verse, wbitdi, 
in various forms, occurs so frequently in old bal- 
lade- 

. " WluieiriUIgct&liiiiiiijbor 

That Till win hocc and t^oon ; 

Tbat will gu down to Duriadeei, 

And bjd my tnerrj men come ?" 

He drowned the latter part of the verse by 
playing, with much emphasis, 

** Kind Robin lo'es me." 

Of this, though I ran over the verges of the 
Bong in my mind, I could make nothing ; and 
before I could contrive any mode of intimating 
my uncertainty, a ciy arose in the court-yard that 
Crista! Nixon was coming. My faithful Willie 
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was obliged to retreat t but not before he had 
half played, half hummed, by way of fanveQ, 

" LeaTC diee-JeiTe Ibee, Ud— 



I am thus, T think, secure c^ me trusty adhe- 
rent ID my nusfortunes ; and, however wbimaical 
it may be to rely much on a man of this idle pro> 
feswm, and deprived of «ght withal, it is deeply 
impressed oa my mind, that his services may be 
both useful and necessary. There is another 
quarter from wliieh I look for succour, and which 
I have indicated to thee, Alan, in more than one 
passage of my Journal. Twice, at the early hour 
of day-break, I have seen the individual alluded 
to in the court of the fiurm, and twice she made 
ngns of recognition in answer to the gestures by 
which I endeavoured to make her comprehend ' 
my situation ; but on both occauonB, she j»esEed 
her finger on her lips, ae expresafe of ^ence and 
secrecy. 

The manner in which G. M. entered upon the 
scene for the first tim^ seons to assure me of her 
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good will, so far as her power may reach ; and I 
have many rea»De to believe it is conuderable. 
Yet she seemed hurried and frightened dunng 
the very tranatory mmnents of our interview, 
and I think was, upon the last occasion, startled 
i>y the mtnnce of some <»e into the fknn-yard, 
just as she was en the pcunt of addressing me. 
You must not ask whether I am on early riser, 
since such delights are only to be seen at day- 
break ; and although I have never again seen 
her, yet I have reason to think the is not distant. 
It was but three nights ago, that, worn out by 
the uniformi^ of my confinement, I had mani- 
fested more i^mptoms of despondence than I had 
before exhibited, which I conceive may have at- 
tracted the attention of the domestics, through 
whom the circumstance might transpire. On 
the next tnoming, the following lines lay on my 
table; but how ctmveyed there, I cannot teU. 
The hand in whidi they are written is a beauti- 
ful Italian manuscript : — 

'* As Imdi that Uboumt' Mre deUf, 
Pktc quia our toil with bope* U come, 

Whicb, if far ahoit of proent p^y, 
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Quit not the 0edg<, Aall luflerei, theo, 

Although s diaCuit date be f^ven ; 
Dopail ii Uesain tovudi num. 

And blupbemf to Heaven." 

That these lines are written vith the fneodly 
—the more than friendly purpose of indiunng me 
to keep up my qnrits, I cannot doubt ; and I 
tmst the manner in which I shall conduct myself 
may shew that the pledge is accepted. 

The diess is arrived in which it seems to he my 
self-elected guardian^s pleasure that I shall tra- 
vel ; and what does it prove to be P — A skirt, 
or upper-petticoat of camlet, like those worn by 
country ladies of moderate rank when on horee- 
back, with such a riding-mask as they frequently 
use on joumies to preserve their eyes and com- 
plexion fium the sun and dust, and sometiroes, it 
is suspected, to enable them to play off a litile 
coquetry. From the use of the mask, however, 
I suspect I shall be precluded ; for instead of be- 
ing only pasteboard, covered with black velvet, I 
observe with anxiety that mine is thickened with a 
plate of steel, which, like Quixote's visor, serves 
to render it more strong and durable. 

This apparatus, together with a steel cUspfbr 
» 
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securing tbe mnk bdund me with a padlock, 
gave me fearful recollections of the unfottunate 
b^ng, who, never being permitted to lay ande 
such « viior, aequixed the well-lmowD histtnical 
einthetof theManinthe InmMaflk. I henta- 
ted a moment whether I should so £u subnut to 
^ acts a£ tqiprenioD dcugoed against me as to 
assume this disguise, whicih was, of course, con> 
trived to ud their purposes. But th^i I remem- 
bered Mr H^riet^ threat, that I would be kept 
close piisoBer in a carriage, unless I assumed the 
dress which sboidd be appointed for me ; and I 
coBsidwed the comparative degree of freedom 
idiich Imigfat purchase by wearing themasband 
female dress, as easily and advantageously pur- 
chased. Hae, therefore, I must pause for iht 
present, and await what Ae monung may biBig 
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[To carry on tbe story from tlie documents 
before us, we tbtnk it proper here to drop the 
Journal of the captiTe Dande Latimer, and adopt, 
instead, a narratiTe of the proceedings of Alan 
Fairford in pursuit of his friend, which fwms 
another series in this history.] 
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CHAPTER X. 

KABBATIVS OF AXAS FAIBVORD. 

Thk reader ought, by thia tjme, to have form- 
ed Bome idea of the character of Alan Pairford, 
He had a warmth of heart which the study of 
the law and of the world could not chill, and ta- 
lents which they had rendered unusually acute. 
DefHived of the personal patronage enjoyed hy 
moGt of his contemporaiies, who assumed the 
gown under protection of their aristocratic al- 
liances and descents, he early saw that he would 
have that to achieve for himself which fell to 
tbem as a right of birth. He laboured hard in 
ulence and solitude, and his labours were crown- 
ed with success. But Alan doated on his friend 
"Dtxtae, even more than he loved his profesutm. 
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and, as we hare seen, threw everytbiiig ande wbea 
he thought Latimer in danger; forgetting fame 
and fortune, and hazarding even the serious dis- 
pleasure of hia fa^er, to rescue him whom he 
loTcd with an elder brother's aSection. Darse, 
though his parts were more quick and brilliant 
than those of bis fnend, seemed always to the 
latter a \mag under his peculiar charge, whom he 
. was called upon to cherish and protect, in cases 
where the youth's own experience was unequal 
to the exigency ; and now, when, the fate of Lati- 
mer seeming worse than doubtful, Alan's whole 
prudence and oiergy were to be exerted in his be- 
half, an adventure which might have seemed pe- 
rilous to most youths of his age, had no terrors 
for him. He was well acquainted with the laws 
of his country, and knew how to appeal to tbem ; 
and, be^des his profes^tmal confidence, his na- 
tural disposition was steady, sedate, persevering, 
and undaunted. With these requisites he under- 
took a quest which, at that time, was not imat- 
tended with actual danger, and had much in it 
to appal a more timid dispoation. 

Fairford's first inquiry concerning his friend 
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was at the chief mag^Btrate of Diimfties, Frorost 
Croibie, who had eeat the infomiabon of Dw- 
oe^B diBsppesrance. On his first application, be 
thought he discerned in the honeit dignitary a 
desire to get rid of the subject. The Provost 
spoke of the riot at the fishing station as an 
" outbreak among those lawless loons the fisher* 
men, wfaicb concerned the Sheriff," he said* 
** more than us foot Town-Council bodies, that 
have uieugh to do to keep peace within burgh, 
amwigst such a set of commoners as the town are 
plaguod with." 

** But tins is not all, Frorost Crosbie," siud 
Mr Alan Fwrford; "a young gentlemaa of 
rank and fortune has disa[^)eared amongst thor 
bands— you know him. My &ther gave him a 
letter to you — Mr Darae Latimer." 

*' I^eck-a-day, yes ! lack-a-day, yes !" said the 
Provost ; *< Mr Darsie Latimer — he dined at 
my bouse^I hope he is well." 

** I hope so too," Bfud Alan, rather indignant- 
ly ; ** but I demre mon certainty on that pmnt. 
You yourself wrote toy father that he bad lUsap- 
peared." 
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" Troth, yes. and that is true,*' said the Pro- 
vost. " But did he not go back to his friends in 
Scotland ? it was not natund to think be would 
stay here." 

" Not unless he is under restraint," said Fair- 
ibrd} surprised at the coolness with which the 
Frovost seemed to take up the matter. 

" Rely oQ it, nr," said ^Hr CiostHe^ " that if 
be has not returned to his friends in Scotland, 
he must haTe gone to his inoids in Bngland.'* 

" I will rely on no such thing," said Alan ; 
" if there is law or justice in Scotland^ I will 
have the thing cleared to the very bottom." 

" Reasonable, reasonable," said the Froroat, 
" so far as is possible ; but you know I have no 
power beyond the ports of the bur^." 

" But you are in the commisdon besides, Mr 
Crosbie ; a Justice of Peace for the county." 

'* True, very true— that is," said the cautions 
magistrate, " 1 will not say but my name may 
stand on the list, but I cannot remember that I 
have ever qualified." 

" Why, in that case," said young Fairfbrd, 
" there are ill-natured pec^ might doubt your 
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attachmeiit to the Protestant line, Mr Cn»> 
Ke." 

" God forbid, Mr Fairford ; me that hare 
done and suffered in the forty-five ! I reckon 
the Highlandmen did me damage to the amount 
of jPIOO Scots, forbye all thej ate and drank — 
no, no, nr, I stand beyond challenge ; but as for 
plaguing myself with county buraness, let them 
that aught the mare shoe the mare. The Com- 
misedonersof Supply would see my back broken 
w they would help me in the burgh's work, and 
all the world kens ^e difference of the weight 
between public buEUiess in burgh and landward. 
What are their nota to me ? have we not riots 
enough of our own ?— But I must be getting 
ready, for the coundl meets this forenoon. I 
am blythe to see your father''B son on the cause- 
way of our anient burgh, Mr Alan Fairford. 
Were you a twelvemonth aulder, we would 
make a buigess of you, man. I hope you will 
come and dine with me before you go away. 
What think you of to-day at two o'clock — just a 
roasted chucky and a drappit egg P" 

Alan Foirfcml resolved that faia fHend^s boafu- 
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tality Rlkould not, as it seemed tho inviter iotended, 
put a stop to his queries. " I must delay you 
for a moment," he said, " Mr Crosbie, thia is a 
serious affair ; a young gentleman of high hopes, 
my own dearest friend, is misang — ^you cannot 
think it w^I be passed over slightly, far a 
man of your high eharacter and knomi zeal for 
the goTemment, not to make some active io^ 
quiry. Mr Cioslne, you are my &tfaer's iriendj 
and I respect you as such — but to others it will 
have a bad ^>pearaDcew" 

The withers of the Provost were not unwrung; 
he paced the room in much tribulation, repeat- 
ing, " But what can I do, Mr Fiurford f I war> 
rant your friend casts up agiun— he wilt come 
back again, like the ill shilling— he is xuA the 
sort of gear that tynes— a heUicat boy, running 
Uirough the country with a blind fiddler, and 
playing the fiddle to a parcel of blackguards, 
who con tell where the like of him may have 
scampered to ?" 

"There are persons apprehended, and in die 
jail of the town, as I understand from the She. 
riff-Sutntitute," said Mr. Furford ; ** you must 
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orU them befiwe you, ind iBquite wbmt they 
know of tlija jounr geBtlaman." 

" Ay* sy— the^teriff-Depute did commit some 
poor creatnxes, I bdiere— wretched, igaoruit, 
fiihennetk boifieB, that bad been qiuixelliiig with 
Qiuka Geddcs and bis stakfr-nets, whilk, usder 
f ATour of your gown be it qwk«n>, Mr Ffturford, 
are itot orer and abore lawfiiJ, and the Tow3fe> - 
Clerk thinks tfaey mi^ be lawfblly removed via 
/acti-~hM that ia by the I7. But, w, the orcft- 
turet were a* dismissed for want ot evidence ; the 
Quaker would not Bwear tothefa,«idwbatcoiild 
the Sheriff and medobut juat lA than loose P 
Coma awa, cheer up Master Alan, nd take a 
walk till dinner time— I must really go to the 
connoiL^' 

" Stop a mtmient, Frovoat,^ said Alan ; *' I 
lodge a complaint befote you, as a magistrate, 
and yoU mil find it senous to slight it over. 
You must have these mm apprehended again." 

" Ay, ay— <asy said ; but catch them that can,^ 
anawered the Pnmwt; "they are ower the 
March by this time, 01 bye the point of CaBO. 
—Lord b^ ye i they are a kaid oi ai!qibitn<H» 
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deevili, natber land nor water beasts — ^ndther 
EngUsh nor Scots — neitlKr countjoor stewartrj^ 
as we taj — they are dispened like so much qiuck- 
ulver. You may as well try to whistle a sealgh 
eat <^ the Sdm^, as to get hc^d of one of than 
till all the fray is over.'" 

*' Mr Croetne, this will not do," answered ibe 
young counsellor ; "there is a perwm of nuMPe im- 
portance than sui^ wretches as you desoribe con.. 
cemed in this unhappy buunesB — I must name to 
you « certffln Mr Henies." 

He kept his eye on the Provost as he uttn- 
ed the name, idiich he did rather at a venture^ 
and from the coDoection which that gentleman, 
and his real or supposed niece, seemed to have 
with the &te of Dame I^atimer, than from any 
distinct cause of sus^ncion which he entertuned. 
He thought the Frorost seemed embarrassed, 
though be shewed much denre to araume an ap. 
pearance of indifierence, in which he portly suc- 
ceeded. 

*' Henies !" he said — " What Heiries >— 
There are many ol that name— not so many as 
formwly, foi the old atoeka are wearing out ; but 
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there is Hernes c^ HesthpU, and Herriee of 
AachintuUoch, and Herries— — * 

*' To Gave you further trouble^ this peraoa''s 
deugnatioQ is Hemes of BirreDSWork.^ 

«< Of Birrenswork P" said Mr Crosbie; '* I 
have you nor, Mr Alan. Could you not as 
well have said, tiie Laird ot Redgauntlet P" 

Fatrford vas too wary to testify any stirprise 
at this identification of names, however unex. 
pected. " I thought," said he> " be was uHMre 
generally known by the name t£ Heniea. I 
have Been and been in company with liim under 
that name, I am sure." 

*' O ay ; in Edinburgh, belike. You know 
Bedgauntlet was unfortunate a f^reat while ago, 
and though he was maybe not deeper in the 
mire than other folks, yet, for some reason or 
other, he did not get so easily out^ 

" He was attainted, I understand ; and has no 
remisaon," said Fairford. 

The cautious Provost only nodded, and aud, 
" You may guess, therefore, why it is so conve- 
nient he diould hold his mother's name, which is 
idso pardy his own, when he is about Ediohui^. 
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To wear his ptoper name might be accounted a 
kind of flying in the face of goremment, ye un- 
derstaod. But be has been long connived at — 
the story is an old story — and the gentleman has 
many excellent qualities. Mid is of a very andent 
and honourable bouse — has couuns among the 
great folks — counts kin with the Advocate and 
with the Sheriff— hawks, you know, Mr Alu), 
will not pike out hawks' een — he is widely con- 
nected — my wUe is a fourth counn of Redgaunt- 
let's." 

Hmc iUce lachrymcB ! thouglit Alan Fturford 
to himself; but the bint presendy determined 
him to proceed by soft means, and with caution. 
" I beg you to understand," said Fairford, " that 
in the investigatiaQ which I am about to roak^ 
J de»gn no barm to Mr Herries, or Redgauntlet 
— call him which you will. All I wish i&, to as- 
certain the safety of my friend. I know that he 
was rather foolish in once going upon a mere fro* 
lie, in disguise, to the neighbourhood of this same 
gentleman's house. In his (urcumatances, Mr 
B«dgauntlet may have misinterpreted the mo- 
tives, and coiuidared Darne Latimer as a spy, 
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His inSuence, I believe, is great, among the dit- 
orderly people you spoke of but now 7" 

The Provost aosvered with another SBgaoouB 
diake of his head, that would have done honour 
to L(Hd Burleigh in the Critic. 

" Well, thai," continued Furford, " is it not 
possible that, in the nustaken belief that Mr La- 
dmer was a spy, upon such nis[»cion, he may 
have caused him to be carried t^ and confined 
somewhere ? — Such things are done at elections, 
and on occasions less presnng than when men 
think thrir lives are in danger from an informer ' 

*' Mr Furford," said the Provost, very ear- 
nestly, " I scarce think sudi a mistake pOBuble; 
or if, by any eztraordinaiy chance, it should have 
taken place, Redgauntlet, whom I cannot but 
know well, being, aa I have said, my wife^s first 
cousin, (fourth counn, I should say,) is altogether 
incapable aS doing anything harsh to the young 
gentleman — he might send him ower to Ai^y 
for a night or two, or maybe land him oo the 
north coast of Ireland, or in Islay, or some t^ the 
Hebrides ; but depend upon it, he is inc^>able ci 
harming a hair of his head.^ 
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" I am determined not to trurt to that, Ffo- 
vost,* answered Fairford, firmly ; " and I wn 
a good deal surprised at your way <^ talkiog 
so lightly of such au aggression on the liberty 
of the subject. You are to connda-, md Mr 
Herries^a or Mr Redgauntlet's fiioids would do 
very well also to consider, how it will sound in 
the ears of an Ei^^idi Secretary of SUte, that 
on attainted trmtor (for such is this gentleman) 
has not only veotiued to take up hia abode in this 
realm— Against the Elng of which he has been 
in ann»— but is suspected of having proceeded, 
by open force and violence, against the peiBon of 
one of the lieges, a young man, who wanta nnther 
ftiends nor property to secure his bong rioted." 

The Provost looked at the young counsellor 
vrith a face in whidi distrust, alarm, and vexation 
seemed mingled. " A foshious job," he said at 
' last, *' a foshiooB job ; and it will be dangoous 
meddling with it I should like ill to see your 
father's son turn informer against an unfortunate 
gentleman." 

" Neither do I mean it," answered Alan, 
** {Htmding that unfortunate gentleman and hts 
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friends ffxe me a quiet opportunity of aecuriog 
ffiy friencTa safety. If I could speak with Mr 
Redgauntlet, and hear his own explanatioD, I 
would probably be satisfied. If I am forced to 
flenounce him to government, it will be in his 
Dew capaci^ of a kidnapper. I may not be able, 
nor is it my business, to prevent bb being recog- 
nized in his former character of an attainted per- 
j90n, excepted from the general pardon.'" 

" Master Fturford," stud the Provost, " irould 
ye ruin the poor innocent gentleman on aa idle 
suspidonF" 

" Say no more of it, Mr Crossbie ; my line of 
c(»iduct is determined — unless that BUSjnGum is 
removed." 

" Weel, Ear," smd the Frovost) " unce so it 
be, and since you say that you do not seek to 
harm Redgaundet personally, 111 ask a man to 
dine with us to-day that kens as much about bis 
matters as most folks. You must think, Mr Alan 
Ffurford, though Redgauntlet be my wife's near 
relative, and though, doubtless, I wish him veel, 
yet I am not the person who is like to be entrust- 
ed with bis in-comings and out-goings. I am not 
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a man for that — I keep the kiik, and I abhor 
Popery — I have stood up for the House o( Hano- 
ver, and for liberty and property — I carried arms, 
ur, against the Pretender, when three of the 
Highlandmen^B boggagC'Carta were stopped at 
Eccle&chan ; and I bod an especial loss of a hun- 
dred pounds ^" 

" Scots," interrupted Fairford. ** You forget 
you told me all this before." 

" Scots or Engbsb, it was too much for me to 
Jose," siud the Provost ; ** so you see I am not a 
person to pack or peel with Jacobites, and such 
unfreemen as poor Redgauntlet "" 

** Granted, granted, Mr Croabie ; and what 
then P" said Alan Fairford. 

** Why, then, it follows, that if I am to help 
you at this pinch, it cannot be by and through 
my un personal knowledge, but through some 
fitting agent or third person." 

" Granted agcdu," said Fairford. " And pray 
who may this third person be P" 

*' Wha hut Fate Maxwell of Summertree»— 
him they call Pate-in-Peril." 
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** An old fixtj-five man, <^ oourae ?" sud 
Fairford. 

" Ye may awear that^" replied the Provort— 
** as black a JacotHte ai the auld leaven can make 
him ; but a eoDsy* merrf compankm, that none 
of us think it worth while to break wi* for all lu> 
brags and his darers. You would hare thought, 
if he had had but his own way at Derby, be 
would have mardied Chariie Stuait throuj^ be- 
tweMi Wade and the Duke, as a thread goes 
through the needless ee, and Mated him in Saint 
James's before you oould have said, baud your 
hand. But though he is a windy body when hs 
gBtB otx his auld warld stories, he has mair gump- 
tion in him than most people— knows bunnes^ 
Ht Alan, bong bred to the law ; but oev» took 
the gown, because of the oaths, irindh kept more 
tdOu out then than tbey do now— the more's the 
pity." 

" What { are you Bcory, Provost, that Jaco- 
Indsm is upon the decline P" said Fairford. 

" No, no," ansWMed the Provost — " I am only 
sorry for folks losing the tenderness of consdeoce 
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. which they used to have. I have a ton bteeBiog 
to the bar, Mr Fatrford ; aud, do doubt, consi- 
dering my services and sufferings* I might have 
looked for some bit posUe for him ; but if the 
muckle tikes come iu— I mean «' these Maxwells, 
and Johnatones, and great lairds, that the oaths 
used to keep out lang syne — the bits o' messon 
dogies, like my sou, and maybe like your father's 
SOD, Mr' Alan, will be sair put to the wall.'' 

** But to return to the subject, Mr Crosbie," 
said Fairford, " do you really think it likely that 
this Mr Maxwell will be of service in this mat- 
ter?^ 

<* It's very like he may be, for he is the tongue 
of the trump to the whole squad of them,'' said 
the Provost ; " and Bedgauntlet, though he will 
not stick at times to caU him a fool, takes more 
of his counsel than any man's else that I am 
aware of. If Pate can bring him to a commu- 
ning, the buHDess is done. He's a sharp chield, 
Pate-in-Peril." 

" Pate-in-Feril !" repeated Alan ; " a very sin- 
gular name." 

VOL. II. F 
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point of almost cerbus iiif<(»mati{m. ^e penoo 
wlio had in a manner forced himself upon hu {»- 
tber'a hospitality, and had seemed desirous to in- 
duce Daruo Latimm to visit England, against 
whom, too, a sort of warning had been recrived 
fiom an indi-riduaJ connected with and residing 
in his own family, proved to be a promoter of the 
disturbance in which Darsie had disappeared. 

What could be the cause of such an attempt 
on the liberty of an inoffensive aud amiable man F 
It was impossible it could be merely owing to 
Redgauntlefs mistaking Darsie for a spy; for 
though that was the solution which Fairford 
had offered to the Provost, be well knew that, 
in ptant of fact, he himself had been warned by 
his singular viaiUHr of some danger to which his 
friraid was exposed, before such suspiaon could 
have been entertained ; and the injunctions re- 
c«ved by Latimer from his guardian, or him 
who acted as such, Mr Griffiths of London, point- 
ed to the same thing. He was not sorry, how- 
erer, that he had not let Provost Crosbie into hia 
secret, farther duu was absolutely neoessary; 
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MDce it was pltun that tbe connection of hia wife 
with the suspected party was likely to ^ect his 
impartiality as a magistrate. 

When Alan Fairford arrived at Mount Sharon, 
Rachel Geddes hastened to meet htm, almost be- 
fore the eerrant could open tbe door. Shi! drew 
back in diBappointment when she beheld a stran- 
ger, and said, to excuse her pretujMtation, tliat 
" she had thought it was her brother Joshua re- 
turned from Cumberland ." 

" Mr Geddes is then abs«it from home," said 
Fiurford, much disappointed in his turn. 

" He hath been gone nnce yesterday, ftiend," 
answered Rachael, once more composed to the 
quietude which characterizes her sect, but her 
pale cheek and red eye giving contradiction to ' 
her assumed equanimity. 

*' I am," sud Fairford, hastily, •' the particu- 
lar friend of a young man not unknown to you, 
Miss Geddes — the friend of Darne Latimer—' 
and am come hither in the utmost anxiety, ha- 
ving understood from Provost Crosbie, that he 
had disappeared in the night when a destrucUTC 
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attack bad been made upon the fishing-station of 
Mr Geddes."" 

" Thou dost afflict me, friend, by thy inqui- 
rieBj^saidBachel, more afected than before; "for 
aldiough the youth was like those of the world- 
ly generation, wise in his own conceit, and light- 
ly to be moved by the breath of vanity, yet Jo- 
shua loved him, and his heart clave to him as if 
he had been his own son. And when he himself 
escaped from the sons of Belial, which was not. 
until they had tired themselves with reviling, and 
with idle reproach, and the jests of the scoffer, 
Jofihua, my brother, returned to them once nnd 
agaioj to offer ransom for the youth called Darsie 
Latimer, with offers of money and with promise 
of remis^on, but they would not hearken to him. 
Also, he went before the Head. Judge, whom 
men cell the Sheriff, and would have told him of 
the youth's peril, hut they would in no way heark'. 
en to him unless he would swear unto the truth 
of faiB words, which thing he might not do with- 
out an, seeing it is written, Swear not at all— 
alio, that our conversation shall be yea or nay. 
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Therefore, Joshua returned to me disconaolotet 
and said, ' Sister Rachel, this youth hath ruu into 
peril for my sake ; assuredly I shall not be guilt- 
less if a hmr of his head be harmed, semg I 
have sinned m permitting him to go with me to 
the fishing station when such evil was to be fear- 
ed. Therefore, I will take my horse, even So- 
lomon, and ride swiftly into Cumberland, and I 
wiU make myself friends with Mammon of Un- 
righteousness, among the ma^trates of the Gen- 
tiles, and among th^ migh^ men ; and it shall 
come to pass that Darue Ladmer shall be deliver- 
ed, even if it were at tke expense of half my sub- 
. stance.' And I said, ' Nay, my brother, go not, 
for they will but scoff at and revile thee ; but 
hire with thy ulver one of the scribes, who are 
eager as hunters iu pursuing their prey, and he 
shall free Darne Latimer from the men of vio- 
lence by his cunning, and thy soul shall be guilt- 
less of evil towards the lad.^ But he answered 
and said, * I will not be controlled in this matter.' 
And be is gone forth, and bath not returned, 
and I fear me that he may never return; for 
though he be peaceful, as bectmietb one wbo holda 
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all Tiolence u ofience agaloBt his own soul, yet 
neither the floods of vater, nor the fear of tfae 
snare, nor the drawn Bword of the adYersary 
bruidiahed in the path, will overconie his pur- 
pose. Wherefore the Solway may Bwallow him 
up, at the sword of the enony may devour him 
— nevertheless, my lu^ is better in Him who 
directetb all things, and. ruleth the waves of the 
sea, and over-ruleth the devices of the wicked, 
and who can redeem us even as a bird from the 
fowler^s net." 

This was all that Fairford oould learn from 
Miss Geddea; but he heard with {Measure, that 
the good Quaker, her brother, had many Mends 
among those of his own profeGsion in Cumber- 
land, and without exposing himself to so much 
danger as his uster seemed to apprehend, he 
trusted he might be able to discover some traces 
of Doisie Latimer. He himself rode back to 
Dumfries, having left with Miss Geddes his di^ 
rectton in that place, and an earnest rec|uest that 
she would forward thither nbatever information 
she might obtain frmn her brother. 

On FairfbrdV return to Dumfries, be employed 
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the brief interval which remaned before dinner- 
time, in wridng an account of what had befklloi 
Latimer, and of the present uncertainty of his con- 
didon, to Mr Samnel Griffiths, tbrou^ whoae 
hands the remittances kr his friend's seirice bad 
been r^ularly madei dearing he would instaut- 
ly acquaint him with sudil parts of his history as 
might direct him in the search which he was 
about to institute through the bordw counties, 
and which he pledged himself not to pve up 
luti] he had obtained news of his friend, alive or 
dead. The young lawyer^s mind felt ea«er when 
be had dispatched this letter. He could not 
concMve any reason why hb friend's Ufe should 
be aimed at; he knew Darde had done nothing 
by which his liberty could be l^;aUy affected ; and 
although, even of late years, ther^ had been sin- 
gular histories of men, and women also, who had 
been trepanned, and concealed in sohtudes mid 
distant islands, in order to serve some temporary 
purpose, such violences had been chiefly prac- 
daed by the rich on the poor, and by the strong 
on the feeble ; whereas, in the present case, this 
Mr Herries, or Redgauatlet, b^g amendjle, 

c,.' .1 J L, Google 



^i MAICBATIVE. CHAT. X. 

for more reasons than ooe, to the censure of the 
law, must be the weakest in any struggle in 
which it could be appealed to. It is true, that 
his fnnuJl; anxiety whispered, that the very 
cause which rendered this oppressor less formi- 
did)le, might make him more desperate. Still, re- 
calling his language, so strikin^y that of the gen- 
tleman, and even of the man of honour, Alan 
Fairford concluded, that though, in Ms feudal 
pride, Redgauntlet might venture on the deeds (^ 
violence exercised by the aiistocracy in other 
times, be could. not be amiable of any action oi 
d^becate atrocity. .And intbeseconvic^ns he 
went to dine with Provost Cro^ie, with a heart 
more at eaae than might have been expected. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

NABBATITE &F ALAN FAIUFORO, COMTINUBB. 

Five minutes had elapsed after the town clock 
Btruck two, before Alan Fairford, who had made 
a small detour to put his letter into the post- 
houae, readied the manaon of Mr Provost Cros- 
bie, imd was at once greeted by the voice of 
that dric djgmtarj, and the rural dignitary his 
visitor, as by the voices of men impatient for 
their dinner. 

" Come away, Mr Fairford — the Edinburgh 
time is later than ours,'" said the Provost. 

" And, come away, young gentleman," said 
the Laird ; " I remember your father weel, at 
the Cross, tUr^ years ago — I reckon you are as 
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late in EdiQbut^ as at London, four o'clock 
haun—Ai" 

" Not quite to degenerate," replied Fairford ; 
** but certainl; many Edinbui^ people are so ilU 
•driaed as to postpone th^ dinner till three, that 
they may have fail time to answer tlinr London 
correspondents." 

** London correspondents f sud Mr Maxwell ; 
« and pray, what the deril hare the people of 
Aold Reekie to do with London coirespoDd- 
ents?" 

** The tradesmm must have tfaur goods," said 
Fairford. 

" Can they not buy our own Scottish numu- 
factures, and |Mck thdr customers' pockets in a 
more patriotic manner f" 

" Then the ladies must have fodiions," said 
Fairford. 

" Can they not busk the [daid oytt their 
beads, as thdr mothers did P A tartan screen, 
and once a-year a new cockemony from Paris, 
should serve a Countess; but ye have not 
many ot them left, I think— Mareschal, Airley, 
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Winton, WemysE, Balmerino — ay, ay, tbecouD* 

tesses and ladies of quality will scarce take up 
too much of your ball-room floor with thdr qua- 
lity hoops Dow-a-days.* 

*' There is no want of crowding, however, 
sir,*' said Fairford ; " they be^n to talk of a 
new Assembly-Boom." 

" A Dew ABsetnbly-Room I" said the dd Ja- 
cobite Laird— "Umph^I mind quartering three 
hundred men in the Assembly-Room you have 
— But come, come — I"!! ask oo more questions 
— the answers oil smell of new lords new lands, 
and do but spoil my appetite, which were a pity, 
^ce here comes Mrs Crosbie to say our mutton's 
ready." 

It was even so. Mrs Crosbie had been absent, 
like Eve, " on hospitable cares intent," a duty 
which she did not conceive herself exempted from, 
either by the dignity of her husband's rank in 
the munidpality, or the splendour of her Bru»- 
sdfi silk gown, or even by the more highly prized 
lustre of her birtb ; for she was born a Max- 
well, and allied, as her husband often inform- 
ed his friends, to several of the first families 
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in the coonty. She had been handBome, and 

was still a portly good-looking woman of her 
years ; and though her peep into the kitchen had 
somewhat hei^tened her ccmiplezion, it was no 
more than a modest touch of rouge might have 
done. 

The Provost was certainly proud of his lady, 
nay, some said he was afraid of her ; for, of the 
females of the Redgaundet family there went 
a rumour, that, ally where they would, there was 
a grey niare as surely in the stables of their hus- 
bands, as there is a white horse in Wotivennan's 
pietares. The good dame, too, was supposed to ' 
have brought a spice of politics into Mr Cro^ 
bie''8 household along with her ; and the Fro> 
vost's enemies in the Town-Council used to ob- 
serve, that he uttered there many a bold harangue 
against the Pretender, and in favour of Eing 
George and government, of which he dared not 
have pronounced 8 syllable in hisownlaed-cham- 
ber, and that, in fact, his wife's predominating 
influence bad now and then occa^oned his act- 
ing, or forbearing to act, in a manner very dif- 
ferent from hb general profes^ons of zeal for 
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Bcvolu^n principles. If tbis was in any respect 
true, it was certain, on the other hand, that 
Mrs Crosbie, in alt external points, seemed to 
acknowledge the " lawful sway and right supre- 
macy" of the head of the house, and if she cUd 
not in truth reverence her husband, she at least 
seemed to do so. 

This stately dame rec^ved Mr Maxwell (a 
couun of course) with cordiality, and Furford 
with civility ; answering, at the same time, with 
respect to the ma^terial complaints of the Pro* 
TOSt, that dinner was just coming up. ** But 
since you changed poor Peter M^cAlpin, that 
used to take care of the town-clock, my dear, it 
has never gone well a single day." 

" Peter MacAlpin, my dear," said the Pro- 
vost, '* made himself too busy for a person in 
office, and drunk healths and so forth, which it 
became no man to drink or to pledge, for less 
one that is in pmnt of office a servant of the pub- 
lic. I understand that he lost the music-bclls in 
Edinburgh, for playing ' Ower the Water to 
CharUe,' upon the tenth of June. He is a black 
sheep, and deserves no encouragement."' 

IS 
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** Not a bod tune thoo^, after all," "^ Sum- 
DMrtrees; and; turoing to the wiodow, he half 
hammed, half vhktled, the wr in question, then 
■ang tiie laat verae aloud : 



" Oh I lo'e wmi aj ChaiUe'* nunc, 

Tbnoeb »»oe there be tliat abhor him ; 
Bnt oh to MB the dea guig bnne, 

Wi' ■' the Whig" before him ! 
Ort the w>ter, and otct the sea. 

And orer tbe «uet to Chulie ; 
Come wed, come woe, well gather and go. 

And lire m die with Chadie." 



Mrs Croebie emiled furtively on the Laird, 
ireaiing an aspect at the siune time of deep Bub- 
nisAoo ; while tbe Frovoat, not chooaag to hear 
his vidltorV ditty, took a turo through the looai, 
in unquestitHied dignity and independence of au~ 
tbohty. 

•' Aweel, aweel, my dear," sud the lady, with 
a quiet smile of submis^on, " ye ken these mat- 
ters best, and you will do your pleasure— they 
are far above my hand — only, I doubt if ever 
the town^lock will go right, or your meals be 
got up so regular as X should wish, till Peter 
MacAlpin gets bis office back again. Thebody''s 

IS 
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auld, and can neither work nor want, biit he is 
the only hand'to set a dock.^ 

It may be notioed in pasang, that, notwith- 
standing this prediction, which, probalily, the 
fior Cassandra had thefiill means of accotnjdish- 
iitg, it was not till the second coimeil-day there- 
after that the misdemeanours of die Jacotnte 
do<4-keeper were passed over, and he was once 
mcwe restored to his occupation of fixing the 
tbwn^ time, and the Provost^ dinner-hour. ' 

Upon the present occanon the dinner pasaM 
pbsaaantij away. Summertrees talked and jest- 
ed with the easy i&differenoe of a man who hoMs 
hiins^ superior' to bis company. He was in- 
d6ed an important person, as wbs testified by 
his portly appesrance ; his hat laced with point 
tPEapagne ; his coat and wiustcoat once licfaly 
enbradered, though now almost tiireadbare; 
die E^endonr of his solitaire, aad laced raffles^ 
fhongh die first was sorely creased, and the other 
sQUied ; not to forget the length of his tolver- 
failted rapier. His wit, or rather humour, bor- 
dered on the sarcastic, and intimated a^scon< 
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tented man ; and although be shewed no diqilea- 
sure when the Prorost att^npted a repartee, yet 
it seemed that he permitted it upon mere su&r- 
ance, as a fencing-master, engaged with a pu- 
pil* will sometimes permit the tjro to hit him* 
■oldy by way of encouragement. The Lturd's 
own jests, in the meanwhile, weie aninently bu& 
cessfiil* not only with the Prorost and his lady, 
hut with the red-cheeked and red^^bboaed aer- 
vant-nuud who waited at table, and who could 
scarce perform her duty with priapriety, ao effec- 
tual were the explosions of Summertreee. Alan 
Fairford alone was unmored among all this mirth; 
which was the less wonderful, that, bendes the 
important subject which occupied his thoughts, 
most of the Lurd^B good things consisted in sly 
allunons to little parochial or family incidents, 
with which the Edinburgh visitor was totally 
unacquainted ; so that the laughter of the party 
sounded in his ear like the idle crackling of 
thorns under the pot, with this difference, that 
they did not accompany or second asy sucfa use^ 
fill operation as the boiling thereof. 
Fairford was glad when the cloth was with- 
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drawn ; and when Provost Croslne, (not without 
some points of advice from his Udy, touching 
the pretnse mixture of the ingredients,) had oc 
cnnplished the compounding of a noble bowl of 
punch, St which the old Jacobite''s eyes seaned 
to glisten, the glosses were pushed round it, 
filled, and withdrawn each hj its owner ; when 
the Provost emphaticali; named the toast, ** The 
King," with an important look to Foirford, which 
seemed to say. You can have no doubt whom I 
mean, and therefore there is no occasion to parti- 
culariae the individual. 

Summertrees repeated the toast, with a sly 
wink to the lady, while Furford drank his glass 
in ffllence. 

" Well, young Advocate," said the landed 
{ffoprietor, " I am glad to see there is some 
shame, if there is little honesty, left in the FacuU 
ty. Some of your black-gowns, now-a-days, hear 
as little of the <Hie as of the <rtber." 

" At least, Mr," replied Mr Fairfbrd, " I am 
BO much of a lawyer as not willingly to enter into 
disputes which I am not retained to supports— it 
would be but throwing away both time and argu- 
ment." 
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** Come, come," swd the lady, " ire wUl hare 
no atf;ument in this bouse about Whig or Torj 
— the ProTOst kens what he msuu sa^, and I ken 
what he should thittk ; and fat a'' that has come 
and gane yet, there maybe a time coming when 
honest men may say what they think, whedier 
tbey be Provosts or not" 

" D^e hear that. Provost?" snd Summer- 
trees ; " your wife^s a witch, man ; you should 
nail a borse-shoe on your chambeivdoOT^—Ha, 
ha,ba!" 

This sally did not take quite so well as firmer 
effbrtB of the LmrdV wit. The lady drew up, 
and the Provost said, half aside, *' The sooA 
bourd is nae bounL* You will find the horse- 
shoe lussing hot, Snmmertiees." 

'* Ye can speak from expeiience, doubtless, 
Provost," answered the Lurd ; « but I crave 
pardon— I need not ^ Mrs CrosUe Uiat I have 
all respect for the auld and honourable House of 
Redgauntlet" ■ - 



■ Tbe true joke i« BO joke. 
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(' And good reason ye have, that ore aie ub to 
them," quoth the lady, " and kenii'd weel baith 
them that are here, and them that are gaoe." 

" In troth, and ye may say sae, madam," an> - 
swered the Laird ; " for poor Haizy Bedgaunt^ 
let, that Buffered at Carlisle, was hand and glove 
vith me; and yet we parted od short leave-taking." 

" Ay, Summertrees," sud th« Provost ; " that 

' was vh&i you played CheaUthe-woodie, and gat 

the bye-name of FateJo-Feril. I wish you would 

tell the story to my young fiiend here. He likes 

well to hear of a sharp trick, as most lawyers do." 

'* I wonder at your wont of circumspection, 
Provost," sud the Laird,— ^auch after the manner 
of a anger, when declining to sing the song that 
is quiveiing upon his tongue's very end. " Ye 
should mind there are some auld stories that can- 
not be ripped up again with entire safety to all 
ramcemed. .Tace is Latin for a candle." 

" I hope," said the lady, " you are not afiaid 
uf anything bang sud out of this house to your 
prejudice, Summertrees. I have heard the story 
before i but the oftener T hear it, the more won- 
derful I think it" 
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» Yes, mBdam ; but it has been now a wooider 
of more than nine days, and it is Unie it ^ould 
be ended,* answered Maxwell. 

Fairford now thought it dTil to ssy, " that he 
had often heard of Mr Maxwell's wonderful 
escape, and that nothing could be more agreeable 
to him than to hear the right version of it." 

But Summeitreei was obdurate, and refused 
to take up the lime of the company with sudi 
" Buld wkAA nonsoise" 

" Weel, wed," said the Provost, " a wilflil 
man maun hae his way.— What do your folk in 
the county think about the disttnrbances that an 
beginning to spunk out in the colonies ?" 

" Excellent, sir, excellent. When things come 
to the worst they will mend ; and to the worst 
they are coming. — But as to that nonsense ploy 
of mine, if ye insist on hearing the particulars,*-^ 
said the Laird, who began to be sensible that the 
period of tdling his sttny gracefblly was g^ding 
fast away, 

" Nay," said the Provost, " it was not for my- 
self, but this young gentleman." 

'* Awecl, what for should I not pleasure the 
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yotiDg gentleman f — I'U just drink to honest folk 
at hame and abroad, and de'il ane else. And then 
^but you have heard it b^ore, Mrs Crosbie." 

" Not BO often as to think it tirefiome, I as< 
sure ye,^ said the lady ; and without further pre- 
liminariee, the Liurd addressed Alan Furford. 

" Ye have heard of a year they call the^^&riy- 
five, young gentleman ; when the Southrons'' 
heads made their last ocquuatonce with Scottish 
claymores. Therewasssetoframptiugingchields 
in the country then that (hey called rebel»— I 
never could find out what for — Some men should 
have been wi' them that never came, Provost — 
Skye and the Bush aboon Traqu^ for that, ye 
ken. — Weel, the job was settled at last Cloured 
crowns there were plenty^ and raxed liecks came 
into fashion. I dinna mind very weel what I was 
dfHDg, swaggering about the country with dirk 
and jostol of my belt, for five or six mcmths, or 
ih&eeawAy ; but I had a weary waking out of a 
vrild dream. Then did I find myself on foot (m 
a misty morning, with my hand, just for fear <^ 
gtnng astray, linked into a handcuff, as they call 
it, with poor Harry Redgauntlet's fastened into 
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tbe other ; UKi there we were, tiud^ng alon^ 
with ahout a leore oaore that had thrust thdr 
boRM over de^ in the bo^ just Uke ounelves, 
aada Mqeani^ guard of red-ooata, with twft file (^ 
dngooQi. to ke^ all qtuet, and give us heart to 
dMtoad. Now^ifthiBmodeof traTelling wasnot 
ytrj pleaMUtt, the object did not particularly re- 
comaeiwl it; for you understand, young man* 
that th^ did not trust these poor r«bel .bodies to 
be tried by juries of th^ ain Iqndly country^ 
nrait thou^ ane would have thought they wpuld 
have found Whiga epoMgh in Scotland to b^ng 
us all; but they bdoved to trounce ua away to 
be tried at Carlisle, where the foUu had be§n 
■o frightened, that had you brought a whole 
Highland clan at once into the court, they would 
have put their hands upon thdr een, and oji^ 
* hang them aV juti^ to be quit of them." 

'* Ay, ay," said the Prorost, " that waa a spell 
law, I grant ye." 

" Soell l" said bis wife, " soell ! I wish they 
that passed it hod the jury 1 would recomm^d 
than to I" 

'* I suppose the young lawyer tlwiks it all very 
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rigbt,^ said Summertraee, looking at Furford — 
" ao old lavyer might have thought otherwise. 
However, the cudgel was to be found to beat the 
dog, and they chose a heavy one. Well, I kept 
my sprilH better than my companion, poor fel- 
low ; fw I had the luck to have nether wife nor 
child to think about, and Harry Bedgauntlet 
had both one and tVuher. — You have teen Hany, 

*' In troth have I," stud she, widi the ngfa 
which we ^ve to early recollecuons, of which the 
ot^ect is DO more. " He was not bo tall as bis 
Ixotber, and a gentlor lad every way. AfW be 
naanied the great English fortune, folks called 
him less of a Seotcbmau than Edward." 

. " Fplks lee'd then,'' said Summertrees ; *' poor 
Harry was none of your bold-speaking, ranting 
reivars, that talk about what they did yesterday, 
orwhattheywilldo to-morrow: itifaswhan some- 
thing was to do at the uuHnent, that you should 
have looked at Harry BedgauntJet. I saw him 
at Culloden, when all was lost, doing more than 
twoity of these bleezing bivggarts, till the very 
B that took him, ctied not to hurt him— for 
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all somebody's <»ders, PcovobI— for be wu the 
l»avest fellow of them alL Weel, as I went by 
the nde of Harry, and felt him raise my hand up 
in the mist of the amnaagy as if he wished to 
wipe his eye — &r he had not that freedbm with- 
out my leave — my very heart was like to break 
for him, poor fellow. In the meanwhile, I had 
been trying and trying to ra^ce my hand as floe 
as a ladyX to see if I could slip it out of my iron 
wrist-band. You may think," he scud, layiog 
bis broad bony hand on the table, " I bod wwk 
enough wiUi such a shoulder-ofjnutton fist ; but 
if you observe, the shadde-boues are of the 
largest, and so they were obliged to keep the 
band-cuff wide ; at length I got my hand slipped 
out, and slipped in again ; and poor Harry was 
sae deep in his ain thoughts, I could not nuke 
him senable what I was doing." 

<< Why not F" «iud Alan Faiiford, for whian the 
tale began to have some interesL 

*' Because there was an luichancy beast of a 
dragoon riding close be^de us on the other ude ; 
and if I had let him into my confidence as well 
as Harry, it would not have been long befwe a 
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pistol-ball slapped through my boonet — Well, I 
had little for it but to do the best I could for my- 
self ; and by my constnence it was Ume, when the 
gallows was staring me m the face. We were to 
halt for breakfast at Mofiat. W^ did I know 
the mora? we were mardung over, having bunted 
and hawked on every acre of the ground in very 
different times. So I wuted, you see, till I was 
on the edge of Errickstane brae — Ye ken the 
place they oall the Marquises Beef>8taiid, because 
the Annandale loons used to put their stolen 
cattle in there f 

Fairford inUmated his ignorance. 

" Ye must have seen it as ye came tbJa way ; 
it looks as if four hills were laying their he^s 
together, to shut out day-light from the dark 
hollow space between them. A d— ^ deep, black, 
blackguard-looking abyss of a bole it is, and 
goes straight down from the road-side, as peijien- 
dicular as it can do, to be a heathery brae. At the 
botttHB, there is a small bit of a brook, that you 
would think could hai-dly find its way out from 
the bills that are so closely jammed round it." 

" A bad pass indeed,^ stud Alan. 
11 
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" You nuy ny that," cootinued the iMtd. 
" Bad as the place was, ur, it was mj cml; chance; 
and though my veey flesh creeped when I thought 
%hat a nimble I was gmng to get, yet I kc^ 
my heart up all the aame. A,iid so just when we 
came on the edge of this Beef-stand of the Joho- 
stones, I slipped out my baud from the handcuff, 
oied to Harry Gauntlet, " Follow me I" — whisked 
under the belly of the dragoon horse — ^fiung my 
plaid round me with the speed lA lightning — 
thrdir myself on my tide, for there was no keep- 
ing my feet, and down the brae hurled I^over 
heather, and feam, and blackberries, like a barrel 
down Chalmers's close in Auld Beekie. Grod, or, 
I never cmi help laughing when I think how the 
scoundrel red-coats must have been bumbazed ; 
for the mist being, as I said, thick, they bad 
little notioD, I take it, that they were on the verge 
of such a dilemma. I was half way down— for 
rowing is &Bter wark than rinning — ere they 
could get at th&i arms ; and then it was flash, 
flash, flash— rap, rap, rap— from the edge of the 
road ; but my head was too jumbled to think 
anything rather of that at the hard knocks I got 
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amoog the stones. I kept my senses tb^ther, 
whilk has been thought wofiderfal by aU that 
ever saw the place ; and I helped mysdf with my 
hands as galhmtly as I could, and to the bottom 
I came. There I Jay for half a moment ; but the 
thou^ts of a gallows is worth all the salts and 
Bcent.bottlefl in the world, for la^nging a man to 
Inrnself. Up I sprung, like a four-year^auld colt 
All the faSls were sjnnmiig round with me, like 
so nany great big humming-tops. Botth^^was 
oae time to think of that nadier ; more et^teiaal- 
ly as ihe mist had risen a little with the firing. I 
could see the villains, like sae mony craws on the 
edge of the brae; and I reckon that th^ saw 
me ; for some of the loons were b^;iniiiDg to crawl 
down the hill, but liker auld wives in thnr red- 
cloaks, coming frae a field-[X«aching, than sucb 
a souple lad as I was. Accordingly, they soon 
began to stop and load their pieces. Clood e*en 
to you, gentlemen, thought I, iftiiatistobetbe 
gate of it. If you hare any further word with 
me, you maun come as far as Carriefraw-gauns. 
And so off I set, and never buck went faster ower 
the braes than I did ; and I never slopped till I 
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had put three waters, reasonably deep, u the 
BCBsoQ was rainy, half-a-dozen mouDtains, and a 
few thousand acres of the worst moes' and ling 
in Scotland, betwixt me and my fnends the red- 
coats.'" 

" It was that job which got you the name of 
Pate-io-Peril," said the Provost, filling the 
glasses, and exduming, with great emphaas, 
while his guest, much animated with the reooUee- 
tions which the expknt ezdted, looked round 
with an air of triumph for sympathy and ap- 
plause,—" Here is to your good health ; and 
m^ you never put your neck in such a ven* 
tare again.** 

" Humph I — I do not know,^ answered Sum- 
mertrees. ** I am not like to be tempted with 
another opportunity — ^Yet who knows ?" And 
then he made a deep pause. 

" May I ask what became of your friend, nr P" 
said Alan Fairfcmi. 

" Ah, poor Hany V ttoA Summertrees. " Til 
tell you what, tdr, it takes time to make up one^s 
mind to such a venture, as my friend the Provost 
ciUis it ; and I was told by Neil Maclean,— who 
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waa next file to us, but had the luck to escape the 
gallows by scmie elight-of-haDd trick or oth^,'— 
that, upon my breaking off, poor Harry stood 
like one motionless, although all our brethren in 
captivity made as much tumult as they could, to 
distract the attention of the soldiers. And run 
be did at Ifcst ; but he did not know the ground, 
and ^ther from confunoa, or because he judged 
the descent altogether perpendicular, he fled up 
the hill to tfae left, instead of going down at once, 
and so waa eauly pursued and taken. If he had 
followed my example, he would have found 
enough among the shepherds to hide him, and 
feed him, as they did me, on bear-meal scones and 
braxy mutton, till better dajrs came round again." 

" He sufiered then for his share in the insur- 
rection i"* said Alan Fairford. 

*' Tou may swear that,^ sud Summertreee. 
" J3m blood was too red to be qxued when that 
sort of paint was in request. He suffered, sir, 
as you call it— that is, he was murdered in. cold 
blood, with many a pretty fellow besides. — Well* 
we may have our day next — what is fristed is 
not forgiven — they think us all dead and buried 
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— but — '" Hoe be filled his glau, aad airtter- 
ing some indistioct deDuncUUcmi, draak it off, 
and sssumed his usual mumer, itIugIi had been 
a tittle diflturbed towards the end of his nam- 
tire. 

** Whit became of Mr Redgauotlet^s dnid ?" 

<' Miikr Redgaunttet t— 4ie iros Sir Henry 
Redgauntlet, as his bod, if the child now lim, 
will be Sir Arthur — I called lum Harry &oai 
iotimacy, and BedgaunUet, as the chief of his 
name — ^Hi« proper style was Sir Henry Red- 
gauntlet" 

''His SOD, therefore, is dead?** ssd Aion 
Fairford. ** It is a pity so brave a line shotdd 
draw to a close." 

** He has left a brother," said Summerbces, 
" Hugh Redgauntlet, who has now the refvesen- 
tation of the family. And well it is ; for though he 
be unfwtunate in many respects, he will keep 
up the honour of the house better than a boy 
bred up amongst these bitter Whigs, the rela- 
tions of bis elder brotlier. Sir Henry's lady. 
Then they are on no good terms with the Red- 
gauntlet line — lutter Whigs they are, in every 
16 
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sense. It was a run-away match betwixt Sir 
Hooy and his lady- Poor thiDg, they would not 
allow her to see him when in confinement — they 
had even the meanness to leave him without pe- 
cuniary assistance ; and as all his own proper^ 
was seized upon and plundered, he would have 
wanted common necessaries, but for the attiidi- 
ment of a fellow who was a famous fiddler — a 
blind man— I have seen him with Sir Heniy 
myself, both before the affair broke out and 
while it was going on. I have heard that he 
fiddled in the streets of CarUsle, and carried 
what money he got to his master, while he was 
ccmfined in the castle." 

" I do not believe a word of it," said Mrs 
Crosbie, kindling with indignation. " A Red- 
gauntlet would have died twenty times before 
he had touched a fiddler''s wages.^ 

"Hout fye— hout fye — all nonsense and 
pride," smd the Laird of Summertrees. " Scoro- 
fol d<^ will eat dirty puddings, cousin CroB> 
bie — ye little ken what some of your friends 
were obliged to do ycHi time {or a sowp of brose, 
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or a bit of bannodt.— 4-^, I carried a cuder'a 
wheel for serer^ weeks, partly for Deed, and 
partly for diagiUBC — there I went bizz — Insz — 
whisB — ziEX, at every auld mfc's door; and if ever 
you want your shean sharpoted, Mrs Crosbie, I 
■m the lid to do it for you, if my whed was 
but iD ordcr,^ 

*' Von must ask my leave first," siud the Pro- 
vost ; ** for I have been told you had some 
queer bahiouB of taking a tiss instead of a pen- 
ny, if you liked your customer." 

** CcHii^ come, Provost," said the lady, rinng, 
u if the maut gets abune the meal with you, it is 
time for me to take myself away— And you will 
come to my room, gentlemen, when you want a 
cup of tea." 

Alan Fairfiird was not sorry for the lady^s de- 
parture. She seemed too much alive to the ho- 
nour of the house of JUdgauntlat, though only 
a fourth coumn, not to be alarmed by the in- 
quiries which he proposed to make after the 
whereabout of its present bead. Strange oon> 
fused suspdons arose in bis nund, fn»n his im- 
perfiect recollectioD of the tale oS Wandering 
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Willie, and the id«s forced itself upon him, that 
hiB friend Qande Ladmer might be the bod of 
the unfortunate Sir Henry. But before indul- 
^ng in such epeculations, the point was, to £». 
ooTer what bad actually become of him. If he 
were in the hands of his uncle, might there not 
edst some rivalry in fortune, or rank, whidi 
might induce so stem a man as Hedgauntlet to 
use unfluT measures towards a youth whom he ■ 
would find himself unable to mould to his pur- 
pose? He conudered these points in alence, 
during several revolutums oS the glasses as they 
wheeled in galaxy round the bowl, waiting uoUl 
theProvost, agreeably to his own proposal, sboidd 
mention the lutiject, for wluch he had exfvessly 
introduced Jiim to Mr Maxwell of Summertrees. - 

A{^rently the Provost had forgot his pn^ 
miae, or at least was in no great haste to fulfil it. 
He debated with great earnestness upon the 
stamp act, which was then impending over the ' 
American colonies, and upon oth^ political sub* 
jects of the day, but said not a word of Redgaunt- 
let Alan soon saw that the investigation he me- 
tUtated miut advance, if at all, on his own spe> 
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ciol motion, and deterinined to proceed accord- 
ingly. 

Acting upon tfaie resolution, be took the first 
opportunity afforded by a pause in the dUcuaaon 
of colonial politics, to say, " I must remind you. 
Provost Crosbie, of your kind promise to pro- 
cure some intelligence upon the subject I am so 
anxious about." 

" Gsdso 1" Hud the FrovoBt, after a moment's 
heaitalicBi, " it is very true. — ^Mr Maxwell, we 
wish to consult you cm a [»ece of important bu- 
wness. You must know— indeed I think you 
must have heard, that the fishermen at Broken- 
bum, and higher up the Solway, have mode a 
raid upon Quaker Geddes's stake-nets, and level- 
led all mtb the sands." 

*^ In troth I heard it. Provost, and I was glad 
to hear the scoundrels bad so much pluck left, 
as to right themselves against a fashion which 
would make the upper heiitors a sort of clocking 
hens, to hatch the fish that the folks below them 
wore to catch and eat." 

" Well, sir," sud Alan, " that is not the pre- 
srat point But a young frimd of mine was 
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with Mr 6«ddes at the Ume thta Tiolent proce- 
dure took place, and he bos not unce been heard 
of. Not, out friend, the Provost, thinks Uiat 
you may be able to advise——" 

Here he was interrupted by the Provost and 
Summertrees qiealing out both at once, the first 
endeavouring to disclaim all interest in the ques- 
tion, and the last to evade ^nng an answer. 

" Me think 1" said the Provost; " I never 
thought twice about it, Mr Furford ; it was 
neither fish, nor fiesh, nor salt herring of mine." 

" And I * able to advise T" said Mr Maxwell 
of Summertrees ; " what the devil can I advise 
you to do, excepting to send the bellman through 
the town to cry your lost dieep, as they do spa- 
niel dogs (w stray ponies f 

" With your pardon,'' saidAkn, calmly, but 
resolutely, <* I must ask a more serious im- 
swer." 

'< Why, Mr Advocate,* answered Sununer> 
trees, *' I thought it was your business to give 
advice to the lieges, and not to take it from poor 
stupid country gentlemen." ' 
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** If not euctlj adfice, it b sMnetima our 
duty to isk qiustioiii, Mr Maxwdl." 

** Ay* KTf when you h&ve your bag-vig aad 
your gown on* we must allow you the usual pri- 
vilege of both gown and petdcoat, to say what 
you please. But when you are out of your cano- 
nicals the case is altered. How come you, sir, 
to suppose that I have any business with this 
riotous proceeding, or should know more than 
you do what happened there? the question ^o- 
ceeds on an unt^vil suppoution." 

" I will explain," sud Alan, determined to 
pve Mr Maxwell no opptstunity of breaking off 
the coDversatJon. " You are an intimate of Mr 
Bedgauntlet— he is accused of having been en- 
gaged in this afiray, and of haring placed under 
fbrrible restraint the person of my friend, Dar- 
ne Latimer, a young man of property and craw 
sequence, whose fate I am here for tlie express 
purpose of invesugating. This is the plain slate 
of the case ; and all parties concerned, — ^your 
friend, in particular, — will have reascMi to be 
diankful for the temperate manner in whidi it 
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18 my pnrpoae to ccnduct the matter, if I am 

treated with proportioiuUe frankness." 

" You have misunderstood me," said Max- 
Tell, Tith a tone changed to more composure ; '< I 
told you I was the friend of the late Sir Henry 
Redgauntlet, who was executed, in 174S, at 
Hairibie, near Carlisle, but I know.no one who 
at present bears the name of Redgauntlet" 

"■ You know Mr Herries of Bixrenswork," 
siud Alan, smiling, " to whom the name of Bed- 
gauntlet belongs P** 

Maxwell darted a keen reprosdiful look to. 
words the Prorost, but instantly smoothed his 
bfow, and changed his tone to that of oonfidence 
and candour, *' You must not be angry, Mr 
Fairford, that the poor persecuted Nonjurors are 
a little upon the qui vive nhen such clever young 
men as you are making inquiries after us. I my- 
self now, though I am quite out of the scrape, 
and may cock my hat at the Cross as I best like, 
sunshine or moonshine, have been yet bo much 
accustomed to walk with the lap of my cloak 
cast over my face, that futh if a red coat walk 
suddenly up to me, I wish for my wheri and 
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iriwIitflDe ^un fcr a momenL NowRedgiimU 
let, poor fdlow, it &r wone off— 4ie is, yoa mkj 
have heud, still ander the lash i^ the law,— the 
marit of the beast is stilt on his forehead, poor 
guttlenMD,— and that ipiikfit us cautious— very 
cautious — -wiaxii I am sure there is no occa^on 
to be towards you, as no one <^ your appearance 
and mauoets would wish to trepan a gentleman 
under misfntune." 

" On the contrary, sir," sud Furford, " I 
widi to a&yzd Mt Redgauntlet's friends an op- 
pwtonity to get hbn out of the scrape, by pro- 
curing the instant liberaticHi i^ my friend Darsie 
Latimer. I will engage, that if he has sustained 
no greater bodily harm than a ^ort confinement, 
tbe matter may be passed over quietly, without 
inquiry ; but to attain this end, so desirable for 
the man who has committed a great and recent 
infraction of the laws, which he had before 
grievously offended, very speedy reporatioQ of 
the wrong must be rendered." 

Maxwell seemed lost in reflet^on, and exchan- 
ged a glance or two, not of the most comfortable 
or congratulatory hind, with his host the Pro- 
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ToM. Faiiford rose and walked about the romn, 
, to allow them an opptstunitjr c£ conv^sing to- 
gether ; for he was in hopes that the impresnon 
he had visibly made upon Summertrees was like 
to ripen into something faTOurable to his purpose. 
Thej took the opportunist and engaged in 
whispers to each otb^, eagerly and reproachful- 
ly on the part of the Laird, while the FroTOBt 
answered in aa embarrassed and apologetical 
toae. Some broken words of the onrversation 
reached Fairford, whose presence they seemed 
to forget, as he stood at the bottom <^ the room, 
apparendy intent upon examining the figures 
upon a fine Indian screen, a present to the Pro- 
vost fiom his brother, captain of a vessel in the 
Company's service. What be overheard made 
it evident that his errand, and the obstinacy with 
which he pursued it, occasioned altercation be- 
tween the whisperers. 

Maxwell at length let out the w(»ds, " A good 
fright ; and so send him home with his tail 
scaulded, like a dog that has come a privateering 
cm strange premises." 

The Provost's negative was strongly iata- 
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powd — *' Not to be thought oT*—*' making bad 

worae"— " my ntuation'" — " my utility" — " you 
cannot conceiTe how obstinate— just like his la- 
ther." 

They then Thiap^ed more cloaely, and at 
length the Prorost raised his drooping crest, and 
spoke in a cheerful tone. " Come, nt down to 
your glass, Mr Fairford ; we have laid our beads 
thegether, and you shall see it will not be mnr 
fault if you are not quite pleased, and Mr Har- 
«e Latimer let loose to take his £ddle under his 
neck again. But Summertrees thinks it will re> 
quire you to put yourself into some bodily lisk, 
which maybe you may not be so keen of." 

" Grentlemen," said Fairford, " I will not cer- 
tainly shun any risk by which my object may be 
accomplished ; but I bind it on your consciences 
— <in yours, Mr Maxwell, as a man of honour 
and a gentleman ; and on yours, Provost, as a 
ma^^strate and a loyal subject, that you do not 
mislead me in this matter." 

** Nay, as for me," sud Summertrees, " I will 
tell you the truth at once, and furly own that I 
can certainly find you the means of seeing Ked- 
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gauntlet, pow nun ; and that I will do, if you 

require it, and conjure him also to treat you as 
your crraud requires ; but poor Redgauntlet is 
much changed — indeed, to say truth, his temper 
nerer was the best in the world; however, I will 
warrant you from any yery great danger." 

" I will warrant myself from such," said Fair- 
ford, " by carrying a proper force with me." 

*' Indeed," s^d Summertrees, " you will do 
no snch thing ; for, in the first place, do you 
think that we will deliver up the poor fdlow into 
the hands of the Philistines, when, on the con. 
traty, my only reason for furnishing you with 
the clew I am to put into your hands, is to settle 
the mtiter amicably on all sides P And secondly, 
his intelligence is so good, that were you coming 
near him with soldiers, or constables, or the like, 
I shall answer for it, you will never lay salt im 
histuL" 

Pairford mused for a moment. Heconudered, 
that to gain sight of this man, and knowledge of 
his friend's oondilJon, were advantages to be pur. 
chased at every personal risk ; and he saw plain. 
ly, that were he to take the course nu>st safe for 
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ilf, and call in the aseistaace of the law, it 
mu clear he vould either be deprived a£ the in- 
teUigence necessary to guide faim, or that Red- 
gauntlet would be qiprized of his danger, and 
might probably leave the country, cariyiag his 
captive along mth him. He therefore repeat- 
ed, *•! put mysdf on your honour, Mr Maxwell ; 
and I will go alone to viat your friend. I have 
little doubt I shall find him amenable to reason ; 
and that I shall receive from him a Batisfactory 
account of Mr Latimer." 

'* I have litUe doubt that you will," said Mr 
Maxwell of Summertrees ; *' but still I think it 
will be only in the long run, and after having sus- 
tained some delay and inconvenience. My war- 
randice goes no farther.^ 

*' I will take it as it is given,** said Alan Fiur- 
ford. " But let me ask, would it not be better, 
unce you value your friend^s safety so highly, 
and surely would not willingly compromise mine, 
that the Frovoat or you should go with me to this 
man, if he is inthin any reasonable distance, and 
try to make him bear reason P" 

** Me ! — I will not go my foot's length," said 

Li5..ui,Googlc 



MABBATIVE. CHAP. XI. S69 

the Provost ; " and that, Mr Alan, you may be 
well a^ured of. Mr Bedgauutlet ig my wife^s 

' fourth coudn, that is uodeiuable ; hut were he 
the last of her kin and mine both, it would ill 
befit my office to be communing with rebels." 

" Ay, or drinking with non-jurora," smd Max- 
well, filling his glass. " I would as tooa expect 
to bare met ClaverhouBe at a field-preaching. 
And as for myself, Mr Fiurford, I cannot go, for 

' just the oppoute reason. It would be U^a diff. 
in the Provost of this most flourishing and loyal 
town to associate with Redgaundet ; and for me, 
it would be nasdtttr a socio. There would be 
post to London, with the tidings that two such 
Jacobites as Bedgauntlet and I had met on s 
brae-side — the Habeas Corpus would be suspeud- 
ed — Fame would sound a charge from Carlisle to 
the Land*8-End — and who knows but the very 
wind of the rumour mi^t blow my estate from 
between my fingers, and my body over Errick- 
stane-brae again P No, no ; bide a gliff— I will go 
into the Provost's closet, and write a letter to Red- 
gauntlet, and direct you how to deliver it" 
*' There is pen and ink in the office," said the 
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Provost, pcnnting to the door of an inner apsrt- 
mciDt, in which he h&d his walnat-tree desk, and 
east-countiy cabinet. 

'* A pen that can write, I hope P said the <M 
Laird. 

" It can write and spell baith in right hands," 
answered the Provost, as the Laird retired and 
closed the door behind him. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

KARSATIVE OF ALAN FAIRFOBD, COMTIKOBU. 

Ths room was no soooer deprived of Mr Max- 
well of Summerlxees'B presence, than the Pro- 
vost looked very warily above, beneath, and 
around the apartment, bitched bis chair towards 
that of bis remaining guest, and began to speak 
in a whisper which could not have startled " the 
smallest mouse that creeps on floor." 

« Mr Fairford,^ Btud he, " you are a good lad ; 
and what is more, you are my auld friend your 
fatber''8 son. Your father has been agent for this 
bucgb for years, and has a good deal to say with 
the council ; so there have been a sort of obliga- 
tions between turn and me ; it may have been now 
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oQ this side and now on that ; but obligations there 
have been. I ant but a pldn maa, Mr Fiurford ; 
but I hope you undergtaud me." 

'* I believe you mean me well, Provost ; ood 
I am sure," replied Fairford, " jou can never 
better shew your kindness than on this occa^on." 

** That's it — that's the very point I would be 
at, Mr Alan," replied the Provost ; " besides, I 
am, as becomes well my situation, a staunch 
friend to Crk. and King, meaning this present 
establishment in church and state ; and so, as I 
was saying, you may command my best — ad- 
wee." 

" I hope for your as^stance and co.operation 
also," said the youth. 

" Certainly, certiuiily. Well, now, you see one 
may love the Eirk, and yet not ride on the ri^ng 
of it ; and one may love the King, and yet not be 
cramming him eternally down the throat <^ the 
unhappy folks tliat may chance to like another 
King better. I have friends and connections 
among them> Mr F^rford, as your father may 
have clients — they are Aesb and blood like our- 
selves, these poor Jacobite bodies— sons of Adam 
' 17 
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and Eve, afler all ; and therefore— I hope ^ou 
understand me— I am a plain-spoken man.^ 

'* I am a&aid I do not quite understand youj" 
Bud F^rford ; " and if you have anything to 
say to me in private, my dear Provost, you had 
better come quickly out with it, for the Lmrd of 
Summertrees must finish his lett^ in a minute 
or two." 

" Not a bit, man— Pate is a lang-headed fel- 
low, but his pen does not clear Uie paper as his 
greyhound does the Tinwald-furg. I gave him 
a wipe about that, if you noticed ; I can say any- 
thing to Fate in- Peril — Indeed, he is my wife's 
near kinsman." 

" But your advice. Provost," said Alan, who 
perc^ved that, like a shy horse, the worthy ma- 
^trate always started dffrom his own purpose 
just when he seemed approaching to it 

" Wcel, you shall have it in plain terms, for I 
am a plain man.— Ye see, we will suppose that 
any friend like yourself were in the deepest hole 
of the Nith, and making a ^nttle for your life. 
Mow, you see, such being the casc^ I have little 
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dunce of helfnng you, being a fat, shart-uiaed 
man, and no swimmer, and what would be the use 
of my jumfHDg in after you ?"— 

" I uodo^tand you, I tbink," said Alan Fiur- 
toxd. "You think that DaraeLatimn is in dan- 
gw of Ins life." 

" Me 1 — I think nothing aboiit it, Mr Alan ; 
but if he were, as I trust he is not, he is nae dn^'s 
blood akin to you, Mr Alan." 

" But here your friend, Summertrees, affen 
me a letter to this Bedgauntlet of yours — What 
lay you to that?" 

" Me ! Mr Alan, I say natber buff nor stye 
to it— But ye dinna ken what it is to look a Red- 
gauntlet in the face i-^hetter try my wife, who is 
but a fourth counn, before ye venture on the- 
Luid himself— juat say something about the B£- 
Tolution, and see what a look she can gie you." 

" I shall leave you to stand all the shots fma 
that baUery, Provost Butspeakoutlikeaman— 
Do ye think Summertrees means fairly by me ?" 

" Fairly— he is just coming — furly P I am a 
phun nuuii Mr Fairford — but ye said Ftar^ .'" 

** I did to," replied Alao, " and it is of im- 
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portance to me to know, and to you to tell me if 
such is the case; for if you do not, you may be 
an accomplice to murder before the fact, and 
that in circumstances which may bring it near to 
murder under trust." 

" Murder !^who spoke of murder P" stud the 
Provost ; ** no danger of that, Mr Alan — only, 
if I were you — to speak my pluu mind" — Here 
he approached hb mouth to the ear of the young 
lawyer, and, after another acute pang of travel, 
was safely dehvered of his advice in the follow- 
ing words: — " Take a keek into Fate's letter 
beftwe ye deliver it* 

Fairford started, looked the Provost hard ili 
the &ce, and was silent ; while Mr Croshie, with 
the self-appiubation of one who baa at length 
brought himself to the discharge of a great duty, 
at the expense of a considerable sacrifice, nodded 
and winked to Alan, as if enfiwdng his advice ; 
and then swallowing a large glass of punch, con- 
cluded, with the sigh of a man released from a 
beavy burthen, " I am a plain man, Mr Fur- 
ford." 

** A ^aia man ?"" sud Maxwell, who entered 
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die nxxn at that moment, with the letter in lus 
hand, — " Pronxt, I never beard yon moke use 
«f the vord, bat whoi yoo had aome aly tuni td 
yam own to woric out." 

^le ProTOBt looked sill j enough, and the 
l.urd cf SammertreeB directed a keen and siu- 
pidons ^ance upon Alan Fairfordi who sustain- 
ed k with pruJesaonal intr^ndi^. — Theie was 



** I was bryii^," smd the Prorost, " to dis- 
aoade our young fiiend frnn lus wild-goose ex- 

** And I," said Fairford, ** am detennined 
to go through with it. Trustiiig myKlf to you, 
Mr Maxwdl, I ooncdre that I rdy, as I bef<»e 
said, m the wnd of a gentleman." 

** I will warrant you," said MazweJl, *' from 



you most locA to sufier." 

" To these I shall be rengned," sud Fairfovd, 
« and stand prepared to run my risk.^ 

" Well then," sud Summertrees, ** you must 

" I will leave you to yoursdve^ gwtlemen,* 
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said the Provost, rising ; " when you have done 
irith your craok, you will find me at my wife's 
tea-table." 

" And a more accomplished M woman never 
drank caUlap," sud Maxwell, as be shut the 
door ; " the last word has Mm, speak it who will 
— and yet hecause he is a whilly-wfaaw body, 
and has a plaudble tongue of his own, and 
is welt enough connected, and especially because 
nobody could ever find out whether he is Whig 
or Tory, this is the ihird time they have made 
him Provost ! — But to the matter in band. This 
letter, Mr Fairford,^ putting a sealed one into 
his band, *' is addressed, you observe, to Mr 
H-- ■ ■ of B — ^, and contains your credentials 
for that gentleman, who is also known by his fa- 
mily name of Redgauntlet, but less frequendy 
addressed by it, because it iB mentioned some- 
thing invidiously in a certiun act of Parlia- 
ment. I bave little doubt he will assure you of 
your friend's safety, and in a short dme place 
him at freedom— that is, supponng him under 
present restraint But the pc»nt is, to discover 
where he i»— and, before you are made acquaint- 
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ed with this necessary' part of the baunen, you 
must ^ve me your assurance of hoDour that you 
will acquaint do one, either by vord or letter, 
with the expeditioD which you now prc^ioBe to 
yourself.'' 

'* How, urP" answered Alan ; " can you C9[- 
pect thai I will not take the precaution of in- 
forming aome person of the route I am about to 
take, that in case of acindent it may be known 
where I am, and with what purpoee I have goos 
thither r 

" And can you expect," answered Maxwell, 
in the same twe, " that I am to place my friead^s 
safety, not merely in your hands, but in those 
of any person you may choose to confide in, and 
who may use the knowledge to his destruction ? 
— N« — oa — I have {hedged my word for your 
safety, and you must give me yours to be pri- 
vate in the matter — g^-gaff— you know." 

Alan Fairford could ntrt help thmlung that 
this obligation to secrecy gave a new and suspi- 
cious colouring to the whole transaction ; but, 
oonndering that his friend's release mif^t depend 
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upon hiB accepting the condition, he gave it in 
the terms pn>posed, and with the resolution of 
abiding by it. 

" And now, sir," he said, " whither am I to 
proceed with this letter ? Is Mr Heriies at Bro- 
keoburn ?"" 

" He is not : I do not think he will come thi- 
ther agfun, until the business of the Btak&^netB 
be hushed up, nor would I advise him to do so 
— the Quakers, with all their detbureness, can 
bear malice as long as other folks ; and thou^ I 
have not the prudence of Mr Prorcist, who re- 
fuses to ken where his friends are concealed 
during adversity, lest, perchance, be should be 
asked to contribute to their relief, yet I do not 
think it necessary or prudent to inquire into 
Redgauntlefs wanderings, poor man, but wish 
to remain at perfect freedom to answer, if asked 
at, that I ken nothing of the matter. You 
must, then, go to old Tom Trumbull^ at An- 
nan — Tarn Turnpenny, as they call him, — and 
he is sure either to know where Redgauntlet is 
himself, or to find some one who can g^ve a shrewd 
guess. But you must attend that old Turn- 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



JB80 NARKATIVE. CHAP. Xll. 

paraj will uuwer no question on suoh a nilgect 
without you ^Te him the passport, which at 
present you must do, by oaking him the age ai 
the moon ; if he answers, ' Not light enough to 
land a cai^o,* you are to answer, < Then plague 
on Aberdeen Almanacks,' and up<m that be will 
hold free intercourse with you.— And now, I 
would advise you to lose no time, for the parole 
is oAki changed— and take care of yourself 
among these moonh^t lads, for laws and law- 
yers do not stand very high in tbdt favour." 

" I will set out this instant," sud the young 
barrister ; " I will but bid the Provost and Mrs 
Croslue brewell, and then get on horseback so 
soon as the hostler of the Greorge Inn can saddle 
him ;— as for the smugglers, I am neither gaug^ 
nor supervisor, and, like the man who met the 
devil, if they have nothing to say to me, I have 
nothing to say to them." 

*' You are a mettled young man," stud Sum< 
mertreea, evidently with increaung good will, 
on observing an alertness and contempt of dan- 
ger, which perhaps he did not expect from Alan*s - 
appearance and profession, — " a very mettled 
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young fellow indeed! and it ia almost a [Hty— — ^ 
Here he stopped Bhort. 

'* What is a pity ?" Boid Fairford. 

" It is ahnost a pty that I cannot go vith 
you m;self> or at least send a trusty guide." 

They walked together to the hed-chamber of 
Mrs Croshie, for it wsfi in that asylum that the 
ladies of the peiiod dispensed their te% what 
the parlour was occupied by the punch-bowL 

" You have been good bairns to.night, gen- 
tlemen," said Mrs Cro&bie : " I am afhud, Sum- 
mertiees, that the Provost faas given you a bad 
browst ; you are not used to quit the lee-side of 
the punch-bowl in such a hurry. I say nothing 
to you, Mr Fairford, for you are too young a 
man yet for stoup and Incker ; but I hope you 
will not tell the Edinburgh fine folks that the 
ProYOBt has scrimped you of your co^e, as the 
sang says." 

" I am much obliged for the Provoal'^ kind- 
ness, and yours, madam,'" replied Alan ; " but 
the truth is, I have still a long ride before me 
this evening, and the sooner I am on horseback 
the better." 
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** Thb evening P" said the Provost, anxiously ; 
" had you not better take day-hght with you to- 
morrow morning ?" 

" Mr Fairford wiil ride as well in the cool of 
the evening,^ said Summertrees, taking the word 
out of Alan's mouth. 

The Provost sud no more, nor did his wife 
ask any questions, nor testify any surprise at the 
suddennev of th^ guest's departure. 

Having had his tea, Alan Fairford took leave 
wi^ the usual ceremony. The Laird of Sum- 
mertrees seemed studious to prevent any furUier 
communication between him and the Provost, 
and remiuned loun^ng on the landing-place of 
the stair while they made th^ adieus — heard the 
Provost ask if Alan proposed a speedy return, 
and the latter reply, that his stay was uncertain, 
and witnessed the parting shake of the hand, 
which, with a pressure more warm then usual, 
and a tremulous, " Grod bless and prosper you P 
Mr CrosUe bestowed on his young friend. Max<^ 
well even strolled with Fturford as far as tlw 
Gleorge, although resisting all his attempts at fur- 
ther inquiry into the affiiirs of Redgauntlet, and 
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refening him to Tom Trumbull, aliaa Turn- 
peanj, (or the particulars which he might find it 
necessary to inquire into. 

At length Alan's back was produced ; an am. 
mal long in neck, and high io bone, accou- 
tred with a pair of saddle-bags cootaining the 
rider'a travelling wardrobe. Proudly Burmoaot- 
ing his small Ktock of necessaries, and do way 
ashamed of a mode of travelhng whidi a modem 
Mr SilvertoDgue would connder as the last of de> 
gradaUons, Alan Fairford took leave of the old Ja- 
cobite, Fate-in-Peril, and Bet forward on the road 
to the royat burgh of Annan. HisreflectionBdu- 
ring his ride were none of the most pleasant. He 
could not disguise fromhimself that he was throw- 
ing himself rather too venturously into the power 
of outlawed and desperate persons ; for with such 
only, a man in the situation of Bedgauntlet could 
be supposed to associate. There -were other 
grounds for apprehen«on. Several marks of in- 
telligence betwixt Mrs Crosbie and the I<aird of 
Summertrees had not escaped Alan's acute obfl»- 
vadon ; and it was plun that the Provost's inclina- 
Uons towards him, which he believed to be sin. 
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cefe and good, were not firm enough to withstand 
the influence of this league between bia wife and 
friend. The Provosfs adieus, Uke Macbetli's 
amen, had stuck in his throat, and seemed to in- 
timate that he apprehended msyre than he dared 
give utterance to. 

Laying all these mat ten together, Alan though t, 
with no little aDxiety, on the celebrated lines of 
Shakespeare, 



But pertioiuuty was a strong feature in the young 
lawyer's character. He was, and always had 
been, totally unlike the " horse hot at hand," who 
tires before noon through his own over eager exer- 
tions in the beginning of the 6aj. On the ctmtra- 
ry, his first efforts seemed frequently inadequate 
to accomplishing lus purpose, whatever that for 
the time might be ; and it was only as the difficul- 
ties of the task increased, that his mind seemed to 
acqiure the energy necessary to combat and eab- 
due them. If, therefore, he went anxiously for- 
ward upon bis uncertun and perilous expeditioa. 
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the reader must acquit him of all ulea, even in a 
pasung thought, of the possibility of abandoiuDg 
his search, and reigning Dame LaUmer to his 
destiny. 

A couple of hours riding brou^t him to the 
little town of Annan, dtuated on the shores of the 
Solvay, between eight and nine o'clock. The 
sun bad set, but the day was not yet ended ; and 
when be bad alighted and seen his borae proper- 
ly cared for at the principal ion of the place, he 
was readily directed to Mr MaxweFs friend, old 
Tom Trumbull, with whom everybody seemed 
well acquainted. He endeavoured to fish out 
from the lad that acted as a guide, something of 
this mail's ratuation and profession ; but the ge- 
neral expresatHis of " a very decent man — 
•' a very honest body" — " weel to pass in the 
world," and sud) like, were all that could be ex- 
tracted from him; and while Falrford was follow- 
ing up the investigation with closer interroga- 
tories, the lad put an end to them by knocking 
at the door of Mr Trumbull, whose decent dwell- 
ing was a little distance from the town, and con- 
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ndtfably ntmnc to the sea- It was one of a Utdc 
row of bouses nuuuDg down to the water-ude, 
and hsviiig gardens and other accommodatiiHis 
bdiind. There was heard within the uplifting of 
B Scottish psalm ; and the boy saying, *' They are 
at exercise, ar,^ gave intimatira they might not 
be admitted till prayers were orer. 

Wbra, however, Furford repeated the Bura- 
moos with the end of his whip, the NOging ceased, 
and Mr Trumbull himself, with his psalm-bocJc 
in his hand, kept open -by the ins^lion of his 
fore-finger between the leaves, came to demand 
the meamng of thb unseasonable interruptioD. 

Nothing could be more different than his wbde 
appearance seemed to be from the confidant of a 
desperate man, and the associate of outlaws in 
their unlawful enterprizes. He was a tali, thtn, 
bony figure, with white hair combed straight 
down on each side of his face, and an iron-gray 
hue of complexion ; where the lines, or rather, as 
Quin Bfud of Macklio, the cordage, of his counte- 
nance were so sternly adapted to a devotiond 
and even osceliv expresaon, that they left no 
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room for any expreseioD of recklees daring, or tHj 
duumulatioii. In short, Trumbull appeared a 
perfect specimea of the ri^d old Covenanter, 
irho BEud only what he thought right, acted on 
DO other principle but that of duty, and if he 
committed errors, did ao under the full impres- 
sion that he was serving Crod rather than man. 

" Do yon want me, mt ?" he said to Fairford, 
whose guide had sliink to the rear, as if to escape 
the rebuke of the serere old man, — " We wore 
engaged, and it is the Saturday night.'" 

Alan Fairford's preconceptions were so much 
deranged by this man's appearance and manner, 
that he stood for a moment bewildered, and 
would as soon have thought of giving a cant 
pass-word to a clergyman descending from the 
pulpit, as to the respectable father of a family 
just interrupted in his prayers for and with the 
objects of his care. Hastily conduding Mr Max- 
well had passed some idle jest on him, or rather 
that he had mistaken the person to whom he was 
directed, he asked if he spoke to Mr Trumbull. 

" To Thomas Trumbull," answered the old 
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man— "WhatnmybeyourbusineflSjsirP*' And 
he glanced bis eye to the book be held in his 
band, with a sigh like that of a eamt denrous of 
diasolutjon. 

" Do you know Mr Maxwell of Stimmer- 
ttees r iud Fairford. 

" I have beard of such a gentleman in the 
country-side, but have no acquaintance with 
bim," answered Mr Trumbull ; *' he iB, as I bare 
heard, a Papist ; for the whore that ratteth on 
the seven hills ceaseth not yet to pour forth the 
cup of her abominations on these parts." 

" Yet he directed me hither, my good £nend," 
Bud Alan. " Is there another of your name in 
this town of Annan f" 

" None," replied Mr Trumbull, " since my 
worthy father was ranoved ; he was indeed a 
shining light — I wish you good even, nr." 

" Stay one mngle instant," said Fairford; 
** this is a matter of life and death." 

*' Not more than the casting the burthen of our 
uns where they should be laid," smd Thomas 
Trumbull, about to shut the door in the inqui- 
ra^^face. 

s 
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'* Do you know," said AJan Fairford, " the 
Laird of Redgauntlet ?" 

" Now Heaven defend me from treason and 
rebellion V exclaimed Trumbull. ** Young gen> 
tleman, you are importunate. I live here among 
my own people, and do not consort with Jacobitea 
and mass-mongers.^ 

He seemed about to shut the door, but did not 
shut it, a circumstance which did not escape 
Alan's notice. 

" Mr Redgauntlet is sometimes," he said, . 
" called Herries of Birrenswork f perhaps you 
may know him under that name." 

" Friend, you are uncivil," answered Mr 
Trumbull ; " honest men have enough to do to 
keep one name undefiled. I ken nothing about 
those who have two. Good even to you, friend.^ 

He was now about to slam the door in his 
visitor's face without further ceremony, when 
Alan, who had observed symptoms that the name 
of Redgauntlet did not seem altogether so indif- 
ferent to him as he pretended, arrested his pur- 
pose by saying, in a low voice, " At least you 
can tell me what age the moon is." 

VOL. 11. T 
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The old msa started, u if from a trance, end 
before answering, surveyed the querist with a 
keen penetratiiig glance, wbicb seemed to Bay, 
** Are yoa really in possession of this key to my 
oonfidence, or do you speak from mere actndent f" 

To this keen look of scrutiny, Fairfbrd replied 
by a smile of intelligence. 

The iron muscles of the old man's face did not, 
however, relax, as he dropped, in a careless man- 
ner, the counteragn, *' Not light enough to land 
a cargo.** 

" Then plague of all Aberdeen Almanacks T 

" And plague of all fools that waste time," 
said Thomas Trumbull. ** Could you not have 
said as much at first ?— And standing in the open 
street too. Come in bye— 4n bye." 

He drew his Tisitor into the dark entrance of 
the house, and shut the door carefully ; then put- 
ting his head into an apartment which the mur- 
murs within announced to be filled with the fa- 
mily, he said aloud, >* A work of necessity and 
mercy— Mai achi, take the book — You will sing 
nx double verses of the hundred and nineteenth 
— and you may lecture out of the Lamentatxnis. 
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And, Malscbi," — this he said in an under tone, 
•— " era you give them a Bcreed of doctrine that 
vill last them till I come back, or else these in- 
coonderate lads will be out of the house, and 
Ainy to the pnbHcke, wasdng thor precious time, 
and, it may be, missing the morning tide." 

An inarticulate answer from within intuoated 
Malachi's acqitieBcence in the ctnmnands imposed ; 
and Mr Trumbull, shatting the door, muttered 
something about fast bind, fast find, turned the 
key, and put it into his podcet ; and then bid- 
ding his viutor have a care of his steps, and make 
no noise, he led him through the house, and out 
at a back-door, into a little garden. Hoe a 
plaited alley conducted them, without the pos- 
nlulity of their being seen by any neighbour, to 
a door in the garden-wall, which being opened, 
proved to be a private entrance into a three-stall- 
ed stable ; in one of which was a horse, which 
whinnied on thar entrance. *' Hush, hush {" 
cried the old man, and presently seconded his ex- 
hortations to silence by throwing a handful of 
com into the manger, and the horse soon con- 
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vated his acknowledgment of tbeir presence into 
the umial aouDd of munchiDg and grinding his 
pttneoia. 

As the light was now fuling fast, the old man, 
with much more alertness than might have been 
expected ftt»n the rigidity of bis figure closed 
thg window-«hutters in an instant, produced phos- 
phorus and matches, and lighted a stable-Ian- 
tero* which he placed on the com Innn, and th«i 
addressed Faiiford. " We are private hwe* 
young man ; and as some time has been wasted 
already, you will be so kind as to tell me what 
isyouT errand. Isitaboutthe way ofbusinessjOr 
the other job r 

'* My bunneBs with you, Mr TVumbull, is to 
request you will find me the means of delivering 
this letter, from Mr Maxwell of Summertrees, 
to the Laird of Redgauntlct.^ 

" Humph — fashious job ! — Pate Maxwell will 
stjll-be the auld man— always tate-ii^Pml — 
Cnug-in-Peril, for what I ktow. Let me see the 
letter from him." 

He examined it with much care, turning it up 
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and down, and looking at the seal very attentive- 
ly. <* All's ligbt, I Bee ; it has the private mark 
for haste and speed. I bless my Maker that I 
amno great man, or great man's fellow ; and bo 
I think no more of thex passages than just to 
help them forward in the way of buaness. You 
are an utter stranger in these parts, I warrant !"? 

Fairford answered in the affirmative. 

" Ay^I never saw them make a wiser choice 
—I must call some <me to direct you what to do. 

Stay, we must go to him, I beliere. You are 

well recommended to me, friend, and doubtless 
trusty ; otherwise yoa may see more thab I am 
in the use of shewing in the common line of busi- 
ness." 

Saying this, he placed his lantern on the 
ground, bemde the post of one of the empty 
stalls, drew up a small spring-holt which secured 
it to the ground, and then forcibg the post to 
one side, discovered a small trapi^oor. " Fol- 
low me,** he said, and dived iqto the subterranean 
descent to which this secret aperture gave ac- 
cess. 

F«rford plunged after him, not without ap- 
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pfchennoiu of mm kinds thm mk, but still ie> - 
Bolvad to proeecute the sdwBture. 

The dewmt, vhich was not abore ax. feet, led 
to a very unov passage, which seeuied to have 
been coDstructad for the {seose purpose of eV' 
chiding CTKy twe who chanoed to be oa inch 
mere in ffrth than was his ctHtducttv. A smali 
vaulted roota, of about eight feet square, nm- 
▼ed them at the end of this lane. Here %Ir 
TrunbuU 1^ FvrfcH^ alone, and retwved Eos 
an indant, as he said, to shut his craicealed tnp- 
door. 

Faiifwd liked notliis d^iarture, as it left him 
in utter darkpess ; besides that his breathing 
was much affected by a strong and stifling smdl 
of spirits, and other ardoles of a savour more 
powerful than agreeable to the lungs. He was 
very glad, therefore, when he heard the rebmung 
steps of Mr Trumbull, who, when once more 
hy his side, opened a strong though narrow door 
in the wall, and conveyed Faiifi»d into an im» 
mense magazine of s{Mnt-ca^ and other actions 
of contraband trade. 

Theie was a smi^ li^t at the end of thia range 
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of wdl-stocked Bubterranean vaults, wbich, upoa ' 
a low whistle, began to fiicker and move towardil 
them. An undefined Sgare, holding a dork lao- 
teto, with the light averted, ap[H-oached them, 
whom Mr Trumbull tfaua addressed : — " Why 
•rfae you not at worshtp, Job ; and this Satur. 
day at e'en ?" 

" Swanston was loading the Jenny, sir ; aod 
I staid to serve out the article.'' 

*' True — a work of neoesaty, and in the way 
of business. Does die Jumj^g Jenny sul this 
tide?" 

" Ay, ay, tor ; she sails for ^ 

" I did not ask you tdtere she sculed for. Job," 
said the old gentleman, interrupting him. ** I 
thank my Maker, I know nothing of their m~ 
ocmings or out-goings. I sell my article furly, 
and in the ordinary way of buuness ; and I wash 
BtyJiands of everything else. But vrhat I wished 
to know it, whether tbe gentleman called the 
IjUrd of the Sol way X.akes ia on the othtt side of 
the Border even now 7" 

" Ay, ay," siud Job, " the Laird is something 
in my own line, you know — a little contrabaod 
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or SO. There is a statute for liim — But no mat- 
ter; he took the sands afUr the eplore at the 
Quaker's fish-traps yonder ; for be has a leal heart 
the Laird, and is always true to the countrjr- 
Btde. But avast — is all sDug here ?" 

SoBaying, he suddenly turned on Alan Fur- 
ford the light ude of the lantern he C8rried,~wb(^ 
bythe teansi^it gleam which it threw in p&ss- 
ing on the man who hore it, saw a huge fi^ire, 
upwards of «x feet high, with a rough hwry cap 
on his head, and a set of features cwreeponding 
to his bulky frame. He thought also he observed 
pistols at his belt. 

*' I will answer fw this gentleman," said 'Mr 
Trumbull ; " he must be brou^t to speech of 
the Lfurd.'' 

** That will be kittle steeling*" stud the sub- 
ordinate personage ; " for I understand that thfe 
Lijurd and bis folks were no sooner on the other 
side than the land-sharks were on them, and 
WHoe mounted lobsters from Carlisle ; and so 
they were obliged to split and squander. There 
ore new brooms out to sweep the country of ihem . 
they say ; for the brush was a hard one ; and 
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they 6s; tbere was a lad drowned; — he was not 
one of the Lturd's gang, bo there was the less 
natter." 

" Peace ! prithee, peace. Job Rutledge," aaid 
honest, pacific Mr Trumbull. *' I wish thou 
-cxnild'st remember, man, that I deare to knew 
nothing of your roars and splorea, your brooms 
and brughes. I dwell here among my own peo- 
ple ; and I sell my commodity to him who comes 
in the way of bunness ; and so wash my bands 
<^ all consequences, as becomes a quiet sulject 
and an honest man. I never take payment, save 
in ready money." 

" Ay, ay," muttered he with the lantern, 
" your worship, Mr Trumbull, Understands that 
in the way of business.'" 

** Well, I hope you will one day-know. Job," 
answered Mr Trumbull, — " the cinnfor t of a con- 
scidice void of offence, and that fears neither 
gauger nor collector, nnthcr exdse nor customs. 
The bnnnese is to pass this gentleman- to Cum- 
berland upon earnest bunness, end to procure 
him speech with the Laird of the Solway Lakes 
—I suppose that can be dtme. Now I thiok 
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N«iity Ewut, if be B«U with the hng this iiKna> 
iag tide, ii the man to set him ferward." 

" Ay, ay, truly is he ; never man knew the 
Border, dale and fell, pasture and plou^land, 
better than >fanty ; and hs tan always brii^ him 
to the Lurd too, if you are sure the gentleman's 
right. But indeed that's his own loolc out ; for 
were he the best man in Scotland, and the chair- 
man of the d — d Boitfd to boot, and had fifty 
men at his back, he were as well not visit the 
Laird for anything but good. As tar Nanly, he 
is word and blow, a d — d deal fiercer than Chris- 
tie Nixon that they keep such a din about. I 
have seen them both tried, by ." 

Ffurford now found himself called upon to say 
aomething; yet his feelings, upon finding bimsdf 
thus c(»np}etely in the power of a canting hypo- 
crite, and of his retainer, who bad Bo mudi the air 
of a determined rufllan, joined to the strong and 
abominable fume whidi they snufied up mth ia- 
differraice, white it almost deprived him of resfn- 
raUon, comUned to render utterance difficult 
He stated, however, that he had no evil inten- 
tions towards the Laird, as they called him, but 
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mi only Uie beanr of a lettw to him on parti- 
cular bonnett, Xtota Mr Maxwdl <^ BuuBier- 
troes. 

" Ay, ay," said Job, " that may be "weU 
^KHtgh ; and if &fc TriuBbuUit BatisSed tliat the 
scxive is right, wby, ve will give you a cast in 
tbe Jumping Jenny this tide, and NanQr Ewart 
vill put you on a iray of finding the Zjunl, I 
warrant you." 

*' I may for the present return, I presume, to 
the inn where I have left my horse ?" sud F«r- 
fbrd. 

" With pardon," replied Mr Trumbull, •' you 
have been ower far ben with us for that; but 
Job will take yo to a place where you may 
sleep rough till he calls you. I will bring you 
irhat little baggage you can need— for those 
who go on such errands must not be dainty. I 
will myself see after your horse, for a merdful 
man is merciful to his beast— a matter too often 
foi^otten in our way of business." 

" Why, Master Trumbull," replied Job, " you 
know that when we are chased, it's no time to 
thfflten sail, and so the boys do ride whip and 
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qMU^-" He 8tc^^>ed in lus speeeh, obserring the - 
dd man had Tanished through the door by whkh 
he had entered — " Thaf s always the wsy with 
M Turnpomy," he said to Faitford ; " he cares 
fiw Dothii^ of die trade but the profit — now, 
d — n me, if I doot think the fun of it is bet- 
ta worth irfiile. But come along, my fine chap ; 
I must atow you away in safe^« until it is time 
to go aboard." 



^:i 
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CHAPTER XI IL 

HARKATITE OF ALAN FAIKFOBD, GONTINHBD. 

Faihfokd followed his gruff guide among a 
labyrinth of barrels and puncheons, on which fae 
was more than once like to have broken his nose, 
and from thence into what, bj the glimpse of the 
pasung lantern upon a desk and writing mate- 
rials, seemed to be a small office for the dispatch 
of business. Here there appeared no exit; but 
the smu^Ier, or Emuggler''s ally, availing him- 
self of a ladder, removed an old picture, which 
shewed a door about seven feet from the ground, 
and Fiurford, still following Job, was involved 
in another tortuous and dark passage, which in- 
voluntarily reminded him of Feter FeebWs law- 
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HUL At the end of tlua labyrinlh, when he had 
Gttle guess iriicR he had been conducted, and 
vai, aooordii^ to the Fnndh phrase, totaliy de- 
aorienKy Job mddenly set down the lantern, and 
■ntUin^hunBdf of the flame to light two candles 
whkh Btood on the table, asked if Alan would 
diooae anything- to eat, recommending, at all 
evoits, a slug of brmdy to keep out the night tor. 
Furfofd declined both, but inquired after his 



** The old master will take caie cf that Unu 
self," said Job Rutledge ; and drawii^ back in 
the direction in which he had entered, he vanish- 
ed from the further end of the ifiarUaent, t^ 
means which the candlee, stiU shedding an im- 
perfect light, gave Alan no means of aicertaiiu^. 
Thus the adventuTous young lawyer was left 
alona in the apartment to which he had bera con- 
ducted by so singular a passage. 

Id tbis condition, it was Alan's fitst employ- 
ment to surrey, with some accuracy, the fAaee 
where he was ; and accordingly, having trimmed 
the lights, he walked slowly round the apart. 
m«it, examining its i^pearance and dimennons. 
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It seemed to be sudi a amall diBing pwbur as is 
utuall; found in the house of the better dau of 
artiians, sbopkeepen, and the like, having s 
small receet at the upper end, and the usual fun- 
niture of an ordinary descriptico. He found a 
door vfaich be eodeavoured to open, but it wiw 
locked oD the outnde. A corresponding door 
<M the same nde of the apartment admitted him 
into a closet, upon the froDt ahelves of which 
were punch-bowls, glasses, tea-cups, and the like, 
while on one nde was hung a horseman's great. 
coat of the coarsest mateiialG, with two great 
horse-pistols peejung out of the pocket, and mi 
the floor stood a pair (^well-spattered jack^boots, 
the usual equipment of the time, at least fst v&ef 
kmg journeys. 

Not gteaxly liking the contents of the closet, 
Alan Furford shut the door, and resumed his 
scrutiny round the walls of the apartment, in 
order to discover the mode of Job Butledge's 
retreat The secret passage was, however, too 
artificially concealed, and the young lawyer hod 
nothing hetta to do than to meditate on the ran* 
gularity of his present utuation. He had long 

3 
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known that the exdse laws had occaabned an ae- 
tire contraband trade betwixt Scotland and Eng- 
land^ which then* as now, existed, and will con- 
tinue to exist, tmtil the utter abolibon of the 
wretched sfstem which establishes an inequality 
of duties betwixt the di^rent parts of the same 
kingdom ; a system, be it Baid in passing, might< 
Hj resembling the conduct of a pugilist, who 
should tie up one arm that he might fight the 
better mth the other. But Faiiford was unpre* 
pared for the expensive and regular establish- 
ments by which the ilUdt traffick was carried on, 
and could not have conceived that the capital 
employed in it should have beeu adequate to the 
«recUon of these extetudve buildings, with all 
thdr contrivances for secrecy of communication. 
He was muung on these drcumstanccs, not with- 
out some anxiety for the pro^ss of his own 
journey, when suddenly, as he lifted his eyes, he 
discovered old Mr Trumbull at the upper end 
of the apartment, bearing in one hand a smaU 
bundle, in the other bis dark lantern, the hght 
of which, as he advanced, he directed full upon 
Fairford's countenance. 
I 
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Though such on apparition was exactly what 
he expected, yet he did not see the grim, stern 
old mim present himself thus suddenly without 
emotion ; especially when be recollected, what 
to a youth of his pdous education was peculiar- 
ly shocking, that the grizzled hypocrite was pro- 
bably that instant arisen ttom liis knees to Hea- 
ven, for the purpose of engaging in the mys- 
terious transactjons of a desperate and illegal 
trade. 

The old man, accustomed to judge with ready 
sharpness of the phy^ognomy of those with 
whom he had buuness, did not fail to remark 
something like agitation in Fairford's demeanour. 
" Hare ye taken the rue P" siud he. " Will ye 
take the sheaf from the mue, and ^ve up the 
Tcnture ?" 

*' Never r said Furford, firmly, stimulated at 
once by lug natural spirit, and tbe recollection 
ei his friend ; " never, while I have life and 
atrength to follow it out 1" 

'* I have brought you," said Trumbull, " a 
clean shirt and some stockings, which is ail the 

vol. II. V 

c,.' .1 J L, Google 



306 HABBATITE. CHAF. XIII. 

ba^^age joa can conTenientlj coi+y, and I will 
cause one of the lads lend you a borsemon's coat, 
for it is ill sailing or riding without one } and, 
touching your vaGfle, it will be as safe in my poor 
house, were it full at the gt4d <^ Ophir, aa if it 
were tn the depth of the mine." 

** I have no doubt of it," said Furford. 

*' And now,* Mid Tmmbull, agaiU, " t prtty 
you to tdl me by what nane I am to name you 
to Nanty Cwhich is Antony^ Ewart?" 

" By the name of Aka Faiiford," answered 
the yoting lawyer. 

'< But that," said Mr TnlmbuU in reply, ** is 
your own pn^r name and surname.^ 

** And what other should I pve V said the 
young man ; " do you think I have any occa- 
luon for an alias ? And, bendes, Mr Trumbull," 
added Alan, thinking a little railleiy might in- 
timate confidence of qiirit, '* you blessed yout^ 
self, but s little while unce, that ybu had no ac- 
quaintances with those who dialed their naines 
so far as to be oU^ed to change them." 

" True, very trae," said Mr Trumbull ; « ne- 
vertheless, young man, my grey hfurs stand uo- 
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rejnoved in this matter ^^ for, in my line of bus- 
nesB, vben I ut under my vin« and my 6g<.tree> 
. excbanging the Btrong waters of the north for 
the gold which is the price thereof, I have, I 
thank Heaven, no disguises to keep with any 
man, and wear my own name of Themas Trum- 
bull, without any c]iance that the maie may be 
pollated. Whereas, tluni who art to journey in 
imry ways, and amongst a stoange people, may'st 
do well to have two names, as thou hast two 
shirts^ the one to keep the other clean." 

Here he emitted a chuckling grunt, which 
lasted for two Tibrations of the pendulum exact- 
ly, and was the only ajquoach towards lau^ter 
in which old Turnpenny, as be was nick-^iained, 
was ever known to indulge. 

*' You are witty, Mr Trumbull," sud Fair- 
ford ; " but jests are no aq;vunait»— I shall keep 
my own name." 

" At your own pleasure," said the merchant ; 
** there is but one name which," Sic. Sic. &c. 

We will not follow the hypocrite through the 
impious cant which he added, in order to dose 
the subject. 
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Alan fdlojred bim, in silent abhorrence, to ttie 
receee in which the beaufet waa placed, and which 
was 80 artificially made as to conceal another of 
those trapswith which the whole biulding abound- 
ed. Thig concealment admitted them to the same 
winding passage by which the joung lawyer bad 
been brought thither. The path which they now 
took amid tbese mazes, differed from the direction 
in which be had been guided by Rutledge. It 
led upwanls, and terminated beneath a garret win- 
dow. Trumbull opened it, and with more agility 
than his age promised, clambered out upon the 
leads. If Fairford'sjoumeyhadbeenhitbertoin 
a stifled and subterranean atmosphere, it waa now 
open, lofty, and airy enough ; for he had to fol- 
low his guide over leads and slates, which the old 
smuggler travecsed with the dexterity of a cA. It 
is true, his course was fadlitated by knowing ex- 
actly where certain stepping-places and hold-fasts 
were placed, of which Fairford could not so rea- 
dily avail himsdf ; but after a difficidt and some- 
what perilous progress along the roofs of two or 
three houses, they at length descended by a sky- 
light into a garret room, and from thence 1^ the 
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stiurs into a public-house ; for such it appeared, 
by the riagiDg of be]ls, whistling for vuters and 
attendance, bawling of " House, house, here !" 
chorus of sea-songs, aod the like noises. 

Having descended to the second story, and en- 
tered a room there, in which tliere was a light, 
old Mr Trumbull rung the bell of the apartment 
thrice, with an interval betwixt each, during 
which, he told deliberately the number twenty- 
Immediately after the third ringing the landlord 
appeared, with stealthy step, and an appearance 
ofmystery onhisbtixomyisage. HegreetedMr 
Trumbull, who was his landlord as it proved, 
with great respect, and expressed some surprise 
at seeing him so late, as he expressed it, " od Sa- 
turday e'en." 

*' And I, Robin Hastie," said the landlord to 
the tenant, " am more surprised than pleased to 
hear .so mickle din in your house, Robie, so near 
the honourable Sabbath ; and I must mind you, 
that it is contravening the terms of your tack, 
whilk stipulates, that you should shut your pub- 
lick on Saturday fi nine o'clock, at latest." 

" Yes, sir," said Robin Hastie, no way alarmed 
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at die gravity of the rebuke, '* but you mast t^e 
" lent that I bare sdnutted naebody saying your- 
«idl, Mr Trumbull, (who by the way adimtted 
yoursell,) unce nine o'clock ; for the most of the 
fc^kg have been here for several hours, about the 
Uding, and so on, of the brig. It is not full 
tide yetf md 1 cannot put the men out into the 
«treeL If I did, they would go to some other 
publick, and tb^ souls irould be naoe the bet- 
,ter, and iny punie mickle the waur ; for bow am 
I to pay the rent, if I do not sell the liquor P" 

" Nay, then,'". nid Thomas Trumbull, "if it 
ii a w(M^ of necesraty, and in the honest inde- 
pendent way of bunaess, no doubt there is balm 
in C^ead. But prithee, Rolnn, wilt thou see if 
Nanty Evart be, as is most Ukely, amongst these 
unhappy topers ; and if so^ let him st^ tliis way 
caunily, and speak to me and this young gentle- 
man. And it B dry talking, Robin — ^you must 
nunister to us a bowl of punch — ^ye ken my gage." 

" From a mulchkin to a gallon, I ken your bo- 
nour^s taste, Mr Thomas Trumbull," said mine 
host, " and ye shall hang me over the agn-post if 
there be a drap nuur lemoQ or a cum leas ftugar 
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than just sidU you. These b three of you — yoti 
iriU he ftff the auld Scots peremptory put^joup 
fox die success of the Toyage ?" 

" Beit«r pray for it thui diiak for it* Bolna," 
said Mr TfUDibull. " Yours u a daogeroua 
txsd^ Bi^biii ; it hurts moay m aoe— haith host 
and guest But ye will get the blue bowl, Bo- 
biD~the blue bowl — that will ekikea all their 
drouth, a^ prevent the sinful repetition cdT whip- 
[Mog £» an eke of a Saturday at een. Ay, Bo- 
bin, it ia a pity of Nant^ Ewart — ^Xanty likes 
the turning up of bis little finger unco weel, and 
we maunna stint him, Bobio, so aa we leave him 
sense to steerby." 

« Nanty Ewart could steer through the Pent- 
land Fiit]^ though he were as drunk as the Bat- 
tick Ocean," said Bol«a Hastie ; and instantly 
tripfung down eture, he E^)eedily return^ with 
the materials for what he called his hrowst, which 
con^sted of two Enghdi c^uarts of a{»ri[s, iu a 
large blue bowl, with all the iagredients for 
punch, in the sune fomudable proportion. At 
the same time he introduced Mr Antony or Naoty 
Ewart, whose perstm, although he was a good 
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deal flustered with liqiuv, was diflerrat fiom 
what Fiurford expected. His dresa was what is 
emphatically termed the shabby gented— afrock 
with tarnished iace— a small cocked hot, oma- 
ni«ited in a similar way — a scarlet wustcoat, with 
faded embroidNy, breeches of the sune, with uU 
▼er knee-bands, and he wore a smart hanger and 
a pur of instols in a sullied sword belt 

" Here I come, patron,^ be said, shaking hands 
with Mr Trumbull. " Well, I see you have got 
some grog aboard." 

■* It is not my custom, Mr Ewart," said the 
old gentleman, " as you welt know, to become a 
chamberer or corouser thus late on Saturday at 
e^en ; but I wanted to recommend to your atten- 
tion a young friend of ours that is going upon a 
something particular journey, with a letter to our 
friend the Laird from FateJn-Feril, as they call 
him." 

" Ay — indeed — he must be in high trust for 
so young a gentleman.— I wish you joy, sir," 
bowing to Fairford. <' ByV lady, as Sbakespeare 
says, you are bringing up a neck to a fair end. — 
Coqie, pation, we will drink to Mr What-shall- 
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call-uiD — What is his Dame ?— Did jou telt me ? 
— And have I forgot it already ?" 

" Mr Alan Fairford," said Trumbull, 

" Ay, Mr Alan Fairford — a good name for a 
fur trader — Mr Alan Fairford ; and may be be 
loBg withheld from tbe topmmt round of arabi- 
^n, which I take to be the highest round of a 
certain ladder." 

While he spoke, he seized the punch' ladle, 
and began to till the glasses. But Mr Trumbull 
arrested his hand, until he had, as he expressed 
himself, sanclified the liquor by a long grace ; 
during the pronunciation of which, he shut in- 
deed his eyes, but his nostrils became dilated, as 
if he were snuffing up the fragrant beverage vilh 
peculiar complacency. 

When the grace was at length over, the three 
friends sat down to their beverage, and invited 
Alan Fairford to partake. Anxious about bis 
Bituation, and disgusted as he was with his com- 
pany, he craved, and with difficulty obtained per- 
mission, under the allegation of being fatigued, 
heated, and the like, to stretch himself on a couch 
which WEB in the apartmeBt,and attemptedat least 
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ta procure wnte rest before high water, when the 
vessel w&B to sail- 
He was at length permitted to use his freedom, 
and stretched himself on the couch, havitig his 
eyes for some time fixed on the jovial party he 
had left, and straining his ears to catch if posnble 
a Uttle of their conversalion. This he soon found 
was to no purpose ; for what did actually reach 
his ears was cUsguiscd bo completely b; the use 
of cant words, imd the thieves-LaUn called shmg, 
that even when he caught the words, he found ' 
himself as &r as ever from the sense of tbcdr cod- 
veraation. , At length he fell asleep. 

It was after Alan had slumbered for three or 
four hours that he was wakened by wuces bidtUng 
him rise up and prepare to be io^ng. He 
started up accordingly, and found himself in pre- 
sence of the same pftrt; of hooD companions, who 
bad just dispatched their huge bowl of punch. 
To Alan's surprise the liquor had made but little 
innovation on -the brains of men, who were acaus- 
tomed to drink at all hours, and in the most in. 
. ornate quantities. The landlord spoke indeed 
a little thick, and the texts of Mr Tbomas Trom- 
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bull stumbled on his tongue ; but Noaty waa one 
of those topers, vho, becoming early what bon 
vivtmts term flustered, remain -whole nights and 
days at the same point of intoxicaUon ; and, in 
feet, as they are seldom entirely sober, can be 
M rarely seen absolutely drunk. Indeed, Fair- 
ford, bad be not known bowEwart had beenen- 
g^ed whilst be hunself was asleep, would almoet 
have sworn when he awoke, that the man was 
more sober than when he first entered the room. 

He was confirmed in this ojnnion when they 
descended below, where two or three sulors and 
ru£Ban-Iooking fellows awaited their commands. 
Ewart took the whole direction upon himself, 
gave his orders with briefness and pretd^n, and 
looked to th^ being executed with the ^ence 
and celerity which that pecuUar msis required. 
All were now dismissed for the brig, which lay, 
as Furford was giren to understand, a little far- 
ther down the river, which is nangable for ves- 
sels c^ light burthen, till almost within a mile of 
the town. 

When they issued from the inn, the landlord 
Ind them good bye. Old Trumbull walked a lit- 
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tie way with them, but the air had probably oomi- 
derable effect on the state of his brain ; for, afita 
refoinding Alan FairTord that the next day was 
the honourable Sabbath, he became extremely 
excursive in an attempt to exhort him to keep it 
holy. At length, being perhaps sensible that he 
was becoming unintelligible, he thrust a volume 
into Fairford'e haiui—hiccupping at the same time 
— " Good book — good book — fine hymn-hoc^ — 
fit for the honourable Sabbath, wfailk awaits us 
to-morrow morning."— Here the iron-tongue of 
time totd five from the town steeple of Annan, to 
the further confusion of Mr Trumbull's already 
disordered ideas. " Ay F Is Sunday come and 
gone already ? — Heaven be praised ! Only it is a 
, marvel the aAemoon is sae dark for the time of the 
year — Sabbath has slipped owerquiedy, but we 
have reason to bless oursells it has not been alto- 
gether misemployed. I heard httle of the preach- 
ing — a cauld moralist, I doubt, served that out 
— but, eh — the prayer — I mind it as if I had 
said the words myseU." — Here he repeated odc 
or two petitions, which were probably a part of 
his family devotioos, before he was summoned 
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forth to vbat he called the way of busiaesa. " I 
never rememher a Sabbath pass so cannily off in 
my hfe.^ — Then he recollected himself a little^ 
and sud to Alan, " You may read that hook, 
Mr Fairford, to-morrow, all the aame, though 
'n be Monday ; for, you see, it was Saturday 
when we were thegetber, and now it's Sunday, 
and it's dark night— so the Sabbath has slipped 
deanawaythroughourfingers, like water through 
a sieve, which abideth not ; and we have to begin 
sgun lo-morrow morning, in the weariful, base, 
mean, earthly employments, whilk are unworthy 
of an immortal spirit— always excepting the way 
of business.^ 

Three of the fellows were now returning to the 
town, and, at Svart^s command, they cut short 
the patriarch^ exhortation, by leading him back 
to his own residence. The rest of the party then 
proceeded to the brig, which only waited their 
arrival to get under w^gh and drop down the 
river. Nanty Ewart betook himself to steering 
the brig, and the very touch of the helm seem- 
ed to dispel the remaimng influence of the liquor 
which he faaddrunk, since, through a trouUesome 
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'ttrere [dty tboil wert koocked off the perch be- 
fore sedng a little more of the sweet and sour of 
this wtnld— thouf^, faith, if thou hast the iiBual 
luck of it> the best way we to leave thee to the 
chance of a seasoniDg ferer.'^ 

These word% and Uie awkward courtesy with 
whidi the skipper of the little brig tucked the aea- 
eoaX around FurfOTd, gare him a confidence of 
safety which he had not yet thoroughly posaeseed. 
He atretdied himself in more security on the hard 
planks, and was ^wedily asleep, though his slum- 
bers were feverish and unrefreshiog. 

It has been elsewbere intimated that Alan- 
Fairford inherited from his mother e delicate 
CMutitution, with a tendency to consumption; 
and, b^^ an only child, with such a cause tat 
apprehenricm, care, to the verge of effeminacy,waa 
taken to pres^ve htm from damp beds, wet feet, 
and those various emergencies to which the Cale- 
donian boys of much higher Inrth, but more ac< 
tive habite, are generally accustomed. In man, 
the ifririt Bustiuns the constitutional weakness, as 
in the winged firibes the feathers bear aloft the 
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body. But thae is a bound to these supporting 
qualities ; and as the pinions of the Inrd must at 
length grow weary, so the via onitn* of the fau. 
man stniggler bectmes broken down by conti- 
nued fatigue. 

When the voyager was awakened by the 
Ught of the sun now riding high in Hsaven, he 
found himself under the influence of an almost 
intolerable head.«che, with heat, thirst, shootingB 
, across the back and loms, and. other symptoms 
intimaung violent cold, accompanied with fever. 
The manner in which he had passed the prece- 
ding day and night, though perhaps it might have 
been of little consequence to most young men, 
was to him, delicate in constitution and nurture, 
attended with bad and even perilous conse- 
quences. He felt this was the case, yet would 
fain have combated the symptoms of indispofii- 
tion, which, indeed, he imputed chiefly to 8e»«ck- 
nees. He sat up on deck, and looked on the scene 
around, as the little vessel, having home down Uie 
Solway Frith, was beginning, with a favourable 
northerly breeze, to bear away to the sou thward. 
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crosaog the entJanoe of the Wampole river, and 
preparing to douUe the moet uMirtherly pmnt c^ 
Cumberland. 

But Fairford felt oppressed with deadly nck- 
neas, as well as by pain of a distressing and (^pre»- 
nTecIiaiacter;ii)dneitherCri&l,riflnginmajeS' 
ty on the one hand, nor the distant yet more pic- 
turesque outline of Skiddaw and Grloramara upon 
the other, could attract his attention in the man- 
ner in which it was usually fxed by beautiful 
scenery, wid especially that which had in it some- 
thing new- as well as striking. Yet it was not in 
Alan Fairford's nature to g^re way to despond- 
ence, even when seconded by pun. He had re- 
course, in the first place, to his pocket ; but in- 
stead of the little Sallnst he had brought with him, 
that the perusal of a favourite clasucal authw 
mi^t help to pass away a heavy hour, he pulled 
out the supposed hymn-book with which he had 
been presented a few hours ance, by that tempe- 
rate and scrupulous person, Mr Thomas Trum- 
bull, eiUag Turnpenny. The volume was bound 
in sable, and its exterior might have become a 
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pnher. Bm ^itt «w Aln^ Mtemrfmnrt to 
Kfld on the title-p^^ die fbUora^ winds: — 
■^IfenyThcx^itofvllcnyHcB; or, MoUmt 
MUB^^lG«:dl»i7fi]rdKsaanHiNiTsr>Bd 
tmng over tiie IrBwei, he waa dagnatednA 
|BdKg«t e t>la^uid more praAgate soo^ oma- 
BCBted irith figoreB ca mt p fmiia g in infiunjr 
with the lettcr<fmi. 

Good God, he thoo^t, and dia tfaii hony te. 
probate UHUuu lus &iiiilj togedier, and, with 
■iih ■ili^iMifnliiliil^i iifiiifiiiij iiiliiiiliiiwMi, 
luOiuLto qipraach the throBeof his Oeator? 
IknostfaeBo; die book » bonnd after the nao. 
Bar of thoae dedicated to demtioiial anlijecta, 
aad iliMihtlini, the wretch, in Ibb intozictfkn, 
oonfounded the books he carried with him^ aa he 
did the days aS the week. — Sated with the dis. 
piat with wiudi the yooog and generoiu usually 
Ngaid the vicea of adraooed life, Alan, havii^ 
twned the leaves ttf the book ora in hasty dis- 
dun, fioBg it fean him, as br as be oould, into 
the sea. He them had recoorse to tbe Salluat, 
which he had at first sought for in Tain. As he 
opned the book, Nanty Ewart, wiw hkl been 
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KAKZATITK. CHA7. XIII. 9X9 

looking over his sboulder^ made his own ojonum 
heard. 

" I think DOW, brother, if you are so much 
acandfthzedatalittlepieceofBculduddery^vhicb, . 
after all, does nobody any harm, you had better 
have given it to me than have flung it into the 
Solway." 

** I hope, ^flir," answered Fairford, civilly, 
" you are in the habit of reading betto- books." 

" Futh," answered Nanty, " with hdp of a 
- little Geneva text, I could rsad my Sallust as 
weU as you can ;" and snatching the book from 
Alan''B b^d, be began to^read, in the Scottish 
accent.—" ' IgUur ex dktn^ia ^ventutem luant- 
ria atqae avariHa cwn avperbi& mvasire: ra- 
pere, cotuttmere ; sua parvi pendere, aHma ca- 
pers ; pudorem, amidHam, pudicitiatn, divma 
atgue hOmana promtscua, nihil pent* negue mo- 
deroH habere."^ — There is a slap in the face now, 



' The tniuUdoD of the pui^e ii that given b; Sir Heoi; 
Sleoait of Allanton. — " Tha jouth, tanght to look up to licfae* 
■a the loveieigQ good, becmnu apt pupil* in the acbool of Luxn- 
ij. Rapod^ and proftutoa went hand in hviii Caralfti of 
tUi own fbitoDM, and eager to poauH tfaoK of otben, ibaine 



3X4 NAUtATITS. CHAP. XIII. 

tat an boneat fijlow that has been boccanneer- 
ing ! Neva could keep a groat <^ what he got, 
cr bold bia fii^;en from what bdonged to an- 
other? lud you. Fie, fi^ friend Ciispus, thy 
Burala are as czabbed and austere as th j style 
— the one has as little mercy as the other haa 
grace. By my soul, it is unhandsome to make 
personal refleotioas on an old acquaintance, who 
seeks a little tavil intercourse with you after 
ni^ twenty years separation. On my soul, 
Master Sallust deserves to float on the Solway 
better than Mother Midnight herself." 

" Perhaps, in some respects, he may merit 
better usage at our hands," said Alan; " for if 
he has described vice plainly, it seems to have 
been for the purpose of rendering it generally 
abhorred." 

" Well," said the seaman, *' I have heard of 
the Sortes Virplianas, and I dare say the Sortes 
SalluBtianse are as true every tittle. I have con- 
sulted honest Crispus on my own account, and 

and temone, modewj ud moderitioli, ereij prindide gne 
■w»,j."^fForkt If SaUutt, zeUh OHginai Euagi, VoL II. 
p. 17. 
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NAKUATIV^ CHAP. XIII. 8x5 

have had a cuff f<a my puns. But now 8ee> I 
open the book on your behalf, and behold what 
occurs first to my eye 1 — Lo you there — * Ca- 
taUna. . . ommwn Jk^itioaorum atque Jhcinoro- 
aorwn circum se AaiebatJ' And then again — 
* Etiam ai guts d adpd vacuus in amiatiam ejus 
indderai, qtu^idktno uau par simiUsque coBt&ris 
^UAebatur:' That is -what I call plwn speaking 
on the part of the old Roman, Mr Fairword. 
Sy the way, that is a capital name for a lawyer.** 

" Lawyer as I am," aatd Fairford, '' I do not 
imderstand ,your iQuendo." 

" Nay, then," said Ewart, " I can try it an- 
other way, as well as the hypocritical old rascal 
Turnpenny himself could do. I would bare you 
to know that I am well acquainted with my Bible- 
book, as well as with my friend Sallust." He 
then, in a snuffling and candng tone> be^an to re- 
peat the scriptural text — " ' David Qiere/bre de- 



* AfUf ennmetBtiiig the evil qualitiea of Codline'i mmkwMs, 
the uilbin adda, " If it happened that an; ai y«t naconlamiin. 
ted bj vice were fatallj drawn into his triendlh^ ibe e&tcti of 
iaCermime and anans artfullj Ipread, labdued evei; acruple, 
■udeadyauimilatedthnnU tliebiMiduet<nB."~/Mii»%p. I?. 
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SX6 HABAATIVS. CHAT. XIII. 

forted thenct, and wetri to ihe cave of Aduliam. 
And every one that teat in dittrese, and every one 
that wot in ddit, and every one that wat diicon- 
tented, gathered themselves together ttnto him, 
and he became a captam over Ihetiu' Wfaat think 
jou of that P" he said, suddeoly chaD^ng his 
manoer. " Have I toudied you now, sir ?" 
" You are w far off as ever," repbed Fair- 
** What the deri) ! and you a repeating 
frigate between Summertreea and the Lurd! 
TeU that to the marines — the smlors won^ be- 
lieve it. But you are right to be cautious, 
uQce you cao't say who are right, who not— 
But you look ill ; it's but tbe cold morning air 
—Will you have a can of flip, or a jwum of hot 
TumboP— or will you splice the mwubrace— 
(abewing a a^t-flask) — Will you have aquid— 
or a pipe— or a cigar P — a pinch of snuff, at least, 
to clear your brains and sharpen your apprdieit- 
MonP" 

Fairford rejected all these friendly proposi- 
tions. 

" Why, then," continued Dwart, " if you mil 
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NARRATIVE. CHAP. XIH. 887 

do nothing for the free trade, Itnust patroniie 
it myself." 

So saying, be took a large glass of brand j. 

" A hair of the dog that hit me," be conti- 
nued, — " of the dog that will vony me one day 
soon ; and yet, and be d— d to me for an idiot, 
I muBt always have him at my throat. But, says 
the old catch"— Here be sung, and sung wdl — 



" All this," he continued, " is no charm agwmst 
the faead-ache. I wish I had anything that could 
do you good. — Fiuth, and we have tea and co0ee 
, aboard ! 1*11 open a chest or a bag, and let you 
have some in an instant. You are at the age to 
like such cat-lap better than better stuff." 

Furford thanked him, and accepted his ofier 
of tea. 

Nanty Ewart was soon heard calling about, 
" Break open yon chest — take out your capful], 
you bastard (^ a powder-monkey ; we may want 
it again. — No sugar F — «11 used up for grog, say 
you ? — knock another loaf to jneces, can't ye f — 

13. 
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8t8 MAKSATtVK. CJIAP. XK > 

and get the kettle bcnling, ye helTs bab;, ia nd. 
time at all P 

By dint of these energetic jmx^ediiigs be was 
in a short time able to return to the place where 
bis pasBenger lay side and exhausted, with a cup, 
or rathtt a can-full, of tea ; for everything was od 
a lai^ scale on board of the Jumping Jenny. 
Aiafi drank it eagerly, and with so much appear, 
ance of being refreshed, that Nanty Ewart swore 
he would have some too, and only laced it, as his 
phrase went, with a ungle glass of brandy. 



END OF TOLUHK SECOND. 
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